Obituary— William Vicary, F.G.S. 143

ABSENCE OF LEPUS EUROPEUS, PALLAS, FROM BRITISH
PLEISTOCENE DEPOSITS.

Sir,—Having had an opportunity of examining the remains of
Hares from the Pleistocene of this country, preserved in the Natural
History Museum, I find that all the specimens which are deter-
minable, including the originals of Buckland’s and Owen’s figured
specimens, belong to the Mouuntain Hare (ZLepus timidus, L.), there
being no evidence of the common Hare (ZLepus europezus, Pallas).
In consequence, I am inclined to assume that the latter has been
introduced into this country by man, possibly as late as the Roman
period. T ask you kindly to give publicity to this letter in the hope
that if there is conclusive evidence of Pleistocene remains of the
Lepus europeus in some public or private collection it may be
forthooming. C. L. Forsyre Major.

OBITUARY.

WILLIAM VICARY, F.G.S.
Borx Jury 26, 1811. Diep Ocroser 22, 1903.

Wirriam VicarY was born in 1811 at Newton Abbot in Devonshire.
Early in life he removed to North Tawton, where he started business
as a tanner, and with so much success that he retired in 1856 and
removed to Exeter, where he resided for the remainder of his long
Jdife. He was one of the founders of the Devonshire Association,
established in 1862, and an original contributor to Symons’
<« British Rainfall,” the first volume of which, for the year 1860,
was published in 1861. He was elected a Fellow of the Geological
Society of London in 1864. Mr. Vicary was an enthusiastic
collector of fossils, and his museum was especially rich in the
fossils from the Upper Greensand of the Haldon and Blackdown
Hills. He is best known to geologists by his discovery of fossils
in the quartzite ‘popples’ of the 'L'riassic pebble-bed of Budleigh
Salterton. The fossils were described and figured by Salter in
a joint paper brought before the Geological Society, while Salter
dealt more generally with the subject in the first Original Article
published in the GroroGicar MagaziNe (July, 1864). The species,
all new to British geology, were identified with forms found in the
older rocks of Normandy, some belonging to the Grés Armoricain
(Arenig group). Mr. Vicary’s valuable collection, embracing a large
number of type-specimens, was bequeathed by him to the Natural
History Museum, Cromwell Road.
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