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century still possessed close upon five hundred canons. At the time of the
dissolution the last abbot of Barlings was William Mackerell, bishop of
Chalcedon and auxiliary of Lincoln. He died on the scaffold in 1537
a victim of Tudor tyranny, for his complicity in the Pilgrimage of Gract:
Probably like other sufferers he was offered his life if he repudiated Pﬂ.Pal
supremacy. The author makes no point of this, but the reader’s attentio®
may be called to a valuable article in Dominican Studies, January 1949
where Father Anstruther, o.p., goes very carefully and fully into the
question, and shows that at least one condemned Pilgrim, namely Dr Joh?
Pickering, priest of Lythe, received a royal pardon and was released 0
accepting the royal supremacy, whereas his fellows, including anoth¢f
John Pickering, a Dominican, all suffered the extreme penalty at Tybur®
What happened in London might well have happened to Bishop Macker
in the north.

8.G-

Lucy

Tue REVELATIONS oF MECHTHILD oF MAGDEBURG. Translated by
Menzies, (Longmans; 18s.)

The title of the collected works of Mechthild which were gathercd
together in the early fourteenth century and which are here translat®
almost in their entirety from the original MS., is T4e Flowing Light ;c
the Godhead. This is the theme of her revelations which might almost ¢
given the same title as Mother Julian’s since the flowing light is the lov
God and this appears in the constant dialogues throughout the books
writes of ‘his touch of love and flow of desire’. These two hundred
sixty detached, though not disconnected, ‘revelations’ of varying lengt.l;:
are of special significance because Mechthild lived throughout the thl,
teenth century, dying in 1297 just before the great wave of the fourte®
century mysticism begar. They represent a vivid liturgical and poetic o
ticism closer in style to the writings of St Gertrude and St Hildegard®®
leading on to the great poets, in many ways reminding the reader of ; "
as Miss Menzies points out. There is much here in the personiﬁcam”‘l

the virtues to suggest the dramatisation of Langland, and the exub_e o
of Margery Kempe is not lacking, The Mass, the annual procesS};‘]’:sscd

saints through the liturgical year, the deep appreciation of the ol
Sacrament, the horrifying picture of the devil, are all here to show ¥ fz 4
the thirteenth century could do for a true mystic. Miss Menzies’ occs” 4
notes link these revelations here and there with the Pseudo-Den® 'y
Eckhart; but this would seem to be a strained relationship. Mecht 'tonic
not really at home in the ‘other-worldly’ atmosphere of the m‘-cz'Pl:"t B
spirituality. ‘Contemplation’ suggests to her that she may be aspiring = ¢
an angel, but she reacts firmly in favour of remaining a human bfmg'b,(
take Him in my hand, eat Him and drink Him and do with Hi®
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: :::il“that can never happe.n to the angels however high they may be
cease] mle; and His G.od}}ead Is never so unattainable to me that I am not
Certaicsls Y aware of le‘n in all my be?ng’. Mechthild in her poetic manner
it Soanzl’ attam‘s the heights: ‘On this my soul was so swiftly in God that
finds r: up thho’ut effort and found itself in the Holy Trinity as a child
of ¢ el self unde.r its mother’s cloak and lays its head on her breast’. Some
theol, Conversations E)etween the three Persons of the Trinity are scarcely
et i;lcal, b}lt she is always saved from any active error by having her
. £anted in the 11_turgy a-nd the sacraments, For this reason the book

engi an extremely interesting study in liturgical spirituality and Miss
to th 8 15 to be congratulated on making it available and so easily readable

¢ English public.
Joun Corson

T
HE:;IOPE oF GrLory: The Atonement in Our Time. By Martin Jarrett-
o th’ C-R. (S.C.M. Press; 8s. 6d.)
I‘Ca:ilsc:hc theologians of recent years have be.en con.cerned mainly with two
that mo;t Onf the Church, and on the Euchar'lst. It is on these two subjects
¢ Lubye 2] the great books have been written by Mersc.h, Karl Adam,
nd Dy ,W'e la Taille, Masure, Bouyer, and by the I.Xn.ghcans Thornton
the fact .be' ith regard to the Church, the reason for thl.s is not far to seek:
comParablemfg th.at up to the present we po'ssessed nothing on .the Church
for the | ,h or instance, to the c.lass1c treatise on the Redemption. And as
beey ﬁgh:ic arist, it must be admitted th:.at we have, si.nce _the Reformation,
‘:Vith vai:g in theolo.gy a rearguard action preoccupied, in t}'le first plaf.:e,
in 8 the doctrine of the real presence, and secondly, with emphasis-
s“ggestz ds':c?ﬁdal. aspect of the Mass in a way sometimfes which almost
fore a hl'esh x.mmolaton of phnst on the altar. It was important there-
acholary at eologians should direct their attention to a new and more
. 3PProach to these questions.
imPIica?;l:f so however it .is important that what may be termed the wider
Rivia eWa: of the doctrme. of. the Redemption do not suffer neglect.
* Dogr, ;Oncern’ed to maintain the balance by his monumental study of
Wisheq o u‘ la Rédemption, and the author of the present work has also
ean 2 gap of the shelf devoted to shorter (by which we do not
the l}‘zpu'lar) books on the Atonement. He has particularly borne in mind
taljgy sc‘:tlons put forward by modern thinkers of the so-called ‘existen-
Por, w ool anq by the psychologists, maintaining that these two contem-
Couny ays of thought need to be taken as seriously by theologians in this
Meey, a s?. thf-}’ have on the continent ‘where a clear Catholic theology
ince ;cn.tlﬁcalbr precise knowledge’.
fro cons "menflon is to discuss the Atonement ‘apologetically’ he starts
Sideration of man’s condition as a result of the Fall, and rises



