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STUDIES IN CHURCH HISTORY CONTRIBUTORS 

Volume 19 

The Church and Healing 

Edited by W.J. Sheils 

Borthwick Institute, University of York 

T h e relationship between spiritual and supernatural healing on the 
one hand and scientific medicine on the other has provoked 
discussion within the churches throughout christian history, and 
particularly so when those churches have encountered non-christian 
tradit ions. However , just as scientific medicine is not confined solely 
to Western experience, so the popular religious and cultural roots of 
spiritual healing are affected by time and place, revealing a variety of 
social and psychological interactions. The relationship between 
'folk' and 'learned' or ' traditional' and 'modern ' in the early 
Byzant ine empire, in 17th- and 18th-century England, and in 20th-
century Africa share c o m m o n features, but each is affected by its 
o w n particular context. The essays in this volume underline the 
point that spiritual healing cannot be attributed to one thaumaturgic 
wor ld v iew. N o r are attitudes to healing to be seen as always 
deriving from a particular religious viewpoint; these attitudes could 
themselves contribute to the formation of popular religious 
sent iment , as indicated here in those papers concerned with the 
shrines of medieval Europe and modern Sri Lanka or in the studies of 
the aladura churches of West Africa and the recent charismatic 
g roups in N o r t h America. The renewed interest in healing exhibited 
by these groups and within the main stream churches themselves 
remind us that there is no easy transition from traditional to modern 
modes of thought concerning healing. A group of papers focusing 
on 19th-century England make it clear that 'alternative medicine' 
and 'alternative religion' were closely connected precisely at that 
period w h e n scientific medicine was establishing a uniformity of 
practice which any church might envy. The success of the medical 
establishment encouraged churchmen to see medicine as a vital 
suppor t for their spiritual work , particularly in the mission fields. 
O n c e there, however , the problem of the relationship between 'the 
doc to r ' and ' the holy man ' was raised anew, as it had been in 
Byzant ium and in the 19th-century slum. The debates among 
anglican churchmen over spiritual healing during the 1920s continue 
today in all religious groupings from the main stream churches to the 
smallest sects. 
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Ecclesiastical History Society 

The aim of the society is to foster the study of ecclesiastical 

history viewed in a wide historical context and broad 

inter-disciplinary relationship, and without regard to 

denominational differences or divisions. Regular 

meetings and conferences are held, and membership is 

open to scholars of all nationalities by election upon 

nomination, and to libraries and institutions. 

Studies in Church History is an annually published series 

comprising papers and communications delivered at the 

society's conferences, and each volume presents 

important new work, by established as well as by 

younger scholars, upon a particular theme. Volumes are 

available to members of the society at a reduced price. 

Studies in Church History: Subsidia is a new series designed 

to supplement the society's existing series, and to extend 

and diversify its publications. Though volumes will vary 

in length the format and size will be identical with Studies 

in Church History. 

Editor: W.J. Shcils 
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STUDIES IN CHURCH HISTORY 
15. Religious Motivation: Biographical and 

Sociological Problems for the Church Historian 
516 pages (1978) £12.50 

CcwfriTmfori.JohnMcManners (President), G. V. Bennett, Henry Chad wick, 
Roger Highfield, Colin Matthew, Hugh Trevor-Roper, Bryan Wilson, 
Derek Baker, W. D. J. Cargill Thompson, Richard Carwardine, Fred A. 
Cazel, Jr., Eamon Duffy, Gillian R. Evans, Anthony Fletcher, Joan G. 
Greatrex, Bernard Hamilton, Christopher Harper-Bill, John Henderson, 
R. F. G. Holmes, M. D. Lambert, Emma Mason, Colin Morris, Richard 
Mortimer, Duncan Nimmo, W. B. Patterson, Stuart Piggin, Andrew 
Porter, Geoffrey Robson, David M. Thompson, A. F. Walls, W. R. Ward, 
Haddon Willmer, W. N. Yates. 

16. The Church in Town and Countryside 
486 pages (1979) £15 

Contributors: R. A. Markus (President), W. Liebeschuetz, W. H. C. Frend, 
C. E. Stancliffe, I. N. Wood, Paul Fouracre, Rosamund McKitterick, Janet 
L. Nelson, J. Campbell, Derek Baker, Michael Richter, Bernard Hamilton, 
Emma Mason, D. L. d'Avray, Rosalind M. T. Hill, Richard Rose, Anthony 
Bryer, Diana M. Webb, Bemd Moeller, Claire Cross, Christopher Kitching, 
Anthony Fletcher, W. B. Patterson, W. M. Jacob, John R. Guy, Alan 
Rogers, David E. H. Mole, Peter G. Cobb, Nigel Yates, Geoffrey Robson, 
D. W. Bebbington, David M. Thompson, Gavin White, Stuart P. Mews. 

17. Religion and Humanism 
364 pages (1981) £19.50 

Contributors: Denys Hay (President), G. D. S. Henderson, Victoria Tudor, 
David D'Avray, Derek Baker, Rosalind M. T. Hill, Diana M. Webb, Peter 
Denley, Anthony Goodman, J. B. Trapp, Philip M. J. McNair, George 
Yule, John Durkan, Bruno Neveu, W. B. Patterson, Michael J. Walsh, 
Eamon Duffy, W. R. Ward, Ann Loades, Duncan Nimmo, Sheridan Gilley, 
A. F. Walls. 

18. Religion and National Identity 
618 pages (1982) £19.50 

Contributors: Keith Robbins (President), S. P. Brock, W. H. C. Frend, 
G. M. Lee, David Kemp, Julia M. H. Smith, Nicholas Banton, Anne 
Dawtry, Emma Mason, R. K. Rose, Rosalind Ransford, G. A. Loud, Peter 
Lineham, Elizabeth M. Hallam, A. K. McHardy, Margaret Harvey, Diana 
M. Webb, Anne Hudson, John Bussy, A.J. Fletcher, W. B. Patterson, John 
R. Guy, Eamon Duffy, Linda Kirk, William Stafford, D. T.J . Bellenger, 
Sheridan Gilley, Peter Doyle, Richard Carwardine, D. W. Bebbington, 
Bernard Aspinwall, Clyde Binfield, R. F. G. Holmes, Henry R. Sefton, 
Gavin White, Frances Lannon, Stella Alexander. 

Subsidia 1. Medieval Women 
400 pages (1978) £12.50 (Paperback £5.95) 

Contributors: Derek Baker, Brenda Bolton, Christopher N. L. Brooke, 
Rosalind B. Brooke, Claire Cross, Michael Evans, John Fuggles, A. E. 
Goodman, Giles Constable, Bernard Hamilton, C.J. Holdsworth, Janet-L. 
Nelson, Joan Nicholson, D. M. Owen, Sir Steven Runciman, Jacqueline 
Smith, Pauline Stafford, Sally Thompson, Stephen E. Wessley. 
Editor: Derek Baker 

Subsidia 2. Reform and Reformation: England 
and the Continent c. 1500-c. 1750 

326 pages (1979) 
Contributors: Geoffrey Elton, W. D. J. Cargill Thompson, Claire Cross, 
David Loades, Patrick Collinson, Basil Hall, James K. Cameron, 
W. Nijenhuis, C. dejonge, G. H. M. Postumus Meyjes, C. Grayson, John 
Piatt, G. F. Nuttall, Eamon Duffy, W. R. Ward, Kathleen Dugmore. 
'a series of specialist studies on sharply defined themes . . . all of them in the 
full current of contemporary research' Journal of Ecclesiastical History 

BASIL BLACKWELL OXFORD 
Studies in Church History vols 6, 7, 8, and 9 may be obtained from The 
Cambridge University Press, Bentley House, 200 Euston Road, London, N.W.I. 

• ' ^ m M R M I 

/ffUWES 

..> - JX i 

VVfc.,' 

BLACKWELL 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400009220 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0424208400009220



