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Aims and scope 
The aims and scope of The Aeronautical Journal are intended to reflect the objectives 
of the Society as expressed in the Charter of Incorporation. Briefly these are to 
encourage and foster the advancement of all aspects of aeronautical and space 
science. Thus the topics of the Journal include all those which are covered by the 
various Sections and Groups of the Society such as fluid mechanics and aerodyna
mics, propulsion, structures and materials, rotorcraft, astronautics and guided flight, 
dynamics and control, aeromarine technology, aviation medicine, air transport, test 
flying, flight simulation, air law, management studies, history of aviation and 
manpowered aircraft. Thus papers are solicited on all aspects of research, design and 
development, construction and operation of aircraft and space vehicles. Papers are 
also welcomed which review, comprehensively, the results of recent research 
developments in any of the above topics. 

Notes on the preparation of papers 
Acceptance of a submitted paper will depend on the results of rigorous technical 
review by at least two referees and on the judgement of the Editors as to the 
importance of the paper to readers of the Journal. 

Three clear copies of the manuscript, each complete with illustrations, should be 
submitted. Papers should be typed in double spacing and should preferably not 
exceed 10 000 words. Handwritten manuscripts cannot be accepted. 

A list of symbols used, both in the illustrations and in the text, should be given in 
alphabetical order at the beginning of the paper whether or not they are standard. All 
unfamiliar terms must be explained. 

Symbols and formulae should be typewritten if possible. The use of dots, bars, and 
similar characters over symbols, or the use of dots as multiplication signs and bars for 
brackets should be avoided. Suffixes (subscripts) and indices (superscripts) must be 
clearly indicated. Complicated suffixes and indices also should be avoided where 
possible. 

References should be numbered in the text where they occur, and a complete list of 
references given at the end of the paper. The Aeronautical Journal uses the BSI 
Numeric System for references — e.g. author(s), title of contribution, title of 
periodical, year of publication, volume number, issue number, page numbers. 

Illustrations should be kept to a minimum. When the paper is first submitted they can 
be clear prints or graphs, sketches or photographs. If the paper is accepted, authors 
are asked to provide the original drawings if possible, and clear, glossy, black-and-
white photographs. All diagrams should be produced to the same scale. 

Manuscripts should be read critically, for example by a colleague, before submission, 
in order to avoid small errors which might otherwise prolong the refereeing process. 

Conditions of publication 
An author must obtain consent, where necessary, to use any material in a paper 
which is copyright or the property of any other persons and of his/her or their 
employers. 

Security clearance, if appropriate, must be obtained by the author before the paper is 
submitted. 

The copyright of papers printed in The Aeronautical Journal is the property of The 
Royal Aeronautical Society. Permission to reprint or to use any paper will not be 
refused unreasonably. 

Following the acceptance of a submitted paper, publication of the paper will not be 
unreasonably delayed. 

Authors are entitled to 50 complimentary reprints of their papers. Authors may order 
any number of additional reprints at the time of printing and quotations can be 
provided. 
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