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"We must consider how very l i t t l e his tory there i s ; 
I mean rea l authentick his tory" 

Samuel Johnson [18 April 1775] 

"Because man's memory i s short and weak, if we did not 
resor t to the wri t ten word for our needs, i t would be 
impossible to remember in de t a i l a l l the lengthy and 
important a f fa i r s that come our way" 

Titu Cusi Yupanqui, Relacion de la Conquista 
del Peru, [1570], 12 

"Mythology: The body of a primit ive people 's be l i e f s 
concerning i t s o r ig ins , early h is tory , d e i t i e s , heroes 
and so for th , as distinguished from the t rue accounts 
which i t invents l a t e r . " 

Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary 

"A cloud of c r i t i c s , of compilers, of commentators, 
darkened the face of learning, and the decline of genius 
was soon followed by the corruption of t a s t e . " 

Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, ch. i 
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