
FORUM

To the Editor:
I would like to comment on the article entitled "Thoraco-Lumbar
Spinal Instability during Variations of the Log-Roil Maneuver," by
Suter et al in the April/June 1992 Journal. I found the article inter-
esting and informative. I noticed, however, that one method was not
studied. The log-roll method which I have seen used most commonly
is that which raises the arm which would be under the patient above
the head. I would be as curious to know if the authors considered
this method as, in the Virginias at least, it is the most commonly used
method.

I also noticed that, in the second paragraph of the study, the
authors state that, "One approach to this problem might be the
development of devices which would reduce spinal motion when
applied to a victim prior to movement. However, even if such special-
ized equipment were designed, making it widely available could be
problematic." We do, in fact, already have such a device. It is called
the orthopedic or "scoop" stretcher. It can be used to pick up the
patient and place them on a backboard without changing their posi-
tion. It should not be used as a substitute for a backboard, but it is
very effective under the patient and is, likewise, easily removed once
the patient is on the backboard.

Proper use of the scoop stretcher theoretically should result in no
movement of the spine. It would be interesting to see the scoop
stretcher used in a similar study. The authors are to be congratulated
for taking on such a common procedure. If a log-roll is to be used, I
suspect that the authors have found the best procedure for doing so.
Thank you for the opportunity to share my thoughts.

Bruce K Williams, RN, MSN, EMT-C
University of Virginia, Health Sciences Center

CharlottesviUe, Virginia, USA

PECEMS APPENDICES from page 217

Appendix A
Potential Benefits for the Community at Large

Reduced insurance premiums and cost to the community
Reduced legal liability exposure for the community
Enhanced safety in the community
Positive image of the community
Reduced compensation costs: wages, medical expenses
Reduced absenteeism
Reduced morbidity: sickness
Reduced mortality: death
Incentive for new arrivals: communities benefits package
Increased community spirit: the administration and community
leaders care and feel responsible
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DISASTER '93...an educational opportunity for
those involved in the planning and management of
disaster services.

Featuring.. .ICS Exercise focusing on
preparation and reaction to hurricanes Andrew
and Hugo, involving all conference attendees.

WHERE a n d WHEN
February 25 - 28, 1993

Twin Towers Hotel
Orlando, Florida
(800) 327-2110

For a conference brochure or for
an Exhibitor Prospectus, contact:

DISASTER '93

Florida Emergency Medicine Foundation
3717 S. Conway Road Orlando, Florida 32812

(800) 766-6335 or (407) 281-7396
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AS and BS in Emergency Medical Services

External degree program—credit for prior training
and experience. Study at home and at your own
pace . . . no on-campus work required. Must be
licensed at the EMT-A level or above. Send $10.00
for application and catalog to:

The American College
of Prehospital Medicine

365 Canal Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Payment of catalog will be applied to application fee.

Classified Rates: Prepayment or an institutional purchase order
must accompany all classified ads. Ads and payments must be
received in writing by the issue (s) deadline date. These deadlines
apply to insertions, cancellations and changes. Sixty words or fewer,
$55 per issue; $2.00 for each additional word. To determine the cost
of your ad, count phone numbers, zip codes and abbreviations as
one word. For example, "619/328-4839," 90087," "MD" are each
one word. Line ads are not commissionable. For deadline information
or to place insertions, contact: Janene Long, Classifieds Manager,
c/o JEMS Communications, P.O. Box 2789, Carlsbad, CA 92018;
619/431-9797, or FAX your ad with purchase order number to
619/431-8176.
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