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P R E F A C E 

The sixth Canadian M a t h e m a t i c a l C o n g r e s s m a r k s the 
f i r s t t i m e tha t the C o n g r e s s has m e t af ter two y e a r s r a t h e r 
than the c u s t o m a r y four. At the f i r s t C o n g r e s s in M o n t r e a l 
with McGil l U n i v e r s i t y a s hos t , it was thought that once e v e r y 
four y e a r s w a s often enough for the m a t h e m a t i c i a n s of Canada 
to m e e t t o g e t h e r in g e n e r a l s e s s i o n , a l though the S u m m e r 
S e m i n a r has a lways been held eve ry two y e a r s . The P r e f a c e 
to the P r o c e e d i n g s of the f i r s t C o n g r e s s e x p r e s s e d the hope 
and bel ief that it would be the beginning of i m p o r t a n t m a t h e m a 
t i c a l deve lopmen t in Canada . The s ixth C o n g r e s s shows that 
we a r e no longer at the beginning; t h e r e has been i m p o r t a n t 
m a t h e m a t i c a l deve lopmen t in Canada , and at an unp receden t ed 
r a t e . It is a t r i bu t e to those who had the cou rage and f o r e s i g h t 
to e m b a r k on a v e n t u r e which might have a p p e a r e d in 1945 to 
be an a m b i t i o u s and d a r i n g p ro jec t . It is to be hoped that 
future m e e t i n g s of the C o n g r e s s will prove to be as prof i tab le 
a s th i s one. 

The s u c c e s s of the s ixth C o n g r e s s i s due in no s m a l l 
m e a s u r e to the carefu l planning of our hos t , the U n i v e r s i t y 
of Saska t chewan , and to the exce l len t p r o g r a m p r e p a r e d by 
the C o m m i t t e e on A r r a n g e m e n t s and c a r r i e d out by both 
v i s i t i ng and Canadian m a t h e m a t i c i a n s . The Execu t ive and 
m e m b e r s of the C o n g r e s s a r e deeply gra teful to a l l c o n c e r n e d . 
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