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‘The Church and Empire’, the theme of Studies in 
Church History 54, refl ects the reality that from its 
beginnings, the Christian Church has had close, often 
symbiotic, relationships with empires and imperial 
power. Initially the Church engaged with the Roman 
empire, subsequently in Europe with the Carolingian 
empire, the Anglo-Norman, Genoese, Venetian and Holy 
Roman empires, and later – through the Church’s global 
expansion with European empires in the Americas, Africa 
and Asia – the Spanish empire, the Dutch empire, the 
French empire and the British empire, and the imperial 
structures they encountered there. Under the presidency 
of Professor Stewart J. Brown (Edinburgh), this volume 
brings together the work of scholars including Gillian 
Clark (Bristol), Rosamond McKitterick (Cambridge), 
Ruth Macrides (Birmingham) and Ronald Po-Chia Hsia 
(Penn State) to explore the relations of churches and 
empires, and Christian conceptions of empire, in the 
ancient, medieval, early modern and modern periods, 
as well as the role of empire in the global expansion of 
Christianity. 

STEWART J. BROWN is Professor of Ecclesiastical 
History at the University of Edinburgh

CHARLOTTE METHUEN is Professor of Church 
History at the University of Glasgow.

ANDREW SPICER is Professor of Early Modern
European History at Oxford Brookes University.
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The aim of the society is to foster the study 
of ecclesiastical history viewed in a wide 
historical context and from a broad inter-
disciplinary perspective, and without regard 
to denominational differences or divisions. 
Membership is open to scholars and students 
of all nationalities, and to libraries and 
institutions.

The society holds regular meetings and 
conferences, including events for postgraduate 
students.

Studies in Church History is an annually 
published series comprising the keynote 
lectures and a peer-reviewed selection of 
communications delivered at the society’s 
conferences. Each volume presents important 
new work, by established as well as by younger 
scholars, on a particular theme. Volumes are 
available to members of the society at a reduced 
price.

Studies in Church History: Subsidia is an 
occasional series of thematic volumes intended 
to supplement the society’s existing series and 
to extend and diversify its publications. 
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