
Canada and Norway, and ends with outlining the need to decolonize approaches to environ-
mental protection and redress the victimization of indigenous peoples.

Eighteen chapters of this book constitute a remarkable attempt to acknowledge unad-
dressed colonial atrocities. Yet they also demonstrate a narrow understanding of “colonial
wrongs” that can be mapped within the extant structures and functioning of international
(criminal) law. Fully confronting the colonial context would necessarily call into question
the legal categories through which “wrongs” are conceptualized, and whether they can be
capacious enough to acknowledge the pervasive and multidimensional nature of colonial
domination perpetuated in the Global South through international law and its structures
both before and after “formal independence”. In this book, identifying colonial sites
where unaddressed colonial wrongs pose a problem for realizing international justice
rests on an episodic understanding of colonialism. This leaves unattended the pervasive
structure of global (post)coloniality, amid which colonial harms continue to be perpe-
trated and resisted. This not only problematizes the prospect of indicting responsible
actors, it also implicates the colonial onto-epistemologies on which international law is
predicated. These aspects point towards the parochial nature of the international legal
framework, for which several aspects of colonial domination remain incommensurable.

Despite its limitations, this book makes crucial headway in beginning to address the
impacts of colonialism by offering implementable tools. It remains a useful resource
within the ongoing discourse of international (criminal) law reform. A second volume
of this anthology will certainly be welcome.
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Kriangsak Kittichaisaree’s innovative international legal book, International Human Rights
Law and Diplomacy, offers us a practical perspective on the recent progressive development
of the increasing role of diplomatic procedures and their modern practices, including the
introduction of the mature field of international law and international relations scholar-
ship, and also an exploration of the exponentially growing base of international human
rights protection from the marginalized at state level to the international stage, focusing
on the role and contribution of professional diplomats.

This book consists of eight chapters, which includes an introduction and a conclusion.
Chapter 1 outlines the critical relationship between international human rights law and diplo-
macy and the paradigm shift in international human rights research from the perspective of
international legal practitioners, while Chapters 2 through 7 focus respectively on the
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contributions to the development of the international human rights regime from international,
regional, and national perspectives. The author begins Chapter 1 with a multifaceted explan-
ation of the critical importance of diplomacy in the formation of international human rights
practices. Chapter 2 illustrates that the United Nations human rights system has dramatically
moved away from the clash of politics, idealism, law, the mechanisms of treaty bodies, United
Nations human rights mandates, and their promising-sounding realism.

Chapter 3 systematically presents the regionalization of human rights and the
reappraisal of their diplomatic practices throughout the world, beginning with Europe,
the Americas, Africa, the Middle East, the Arab world, and Asia. Chapter 5 shows the import-
ance of localization of international human rights instruments by assessing the commit-
ment to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), the Convention against
Torture, and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers (CRMW), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD), the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED), and the procedural requirements for their enforcement
and their legal consequences and effects.

Chapter 6 highlights the implementation of, and compliance with, international human
rights documents, particularly those arising from existing multiple diplomacies.
Furthermore, Chapter 7 fundamentally reassesses the universalization of normative inter-
national human rights. Last but not least, Chapter 8 sheds innovative light on new areas of
human rights, for example, in cyberspace, and at sea. As a result, the book documents the
enormous contribution of diplomatic practices to the recent evolution of international
human rights norms, both at the national and global levels.
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Transnational, post-national, supranational, and trans-governmental: these are all elements
of a new international order in which crime has taken on multiple new roles. As its effect,
operation, and outcome spill over borders, a change has occurred not just in the way global
crimes are regulated but also in the people who regulate them. Adán Nieto Martín is a pro-
fessor at the University of Castilla-La Mancha in Spain and has a wide experience in the field

Asian Journal of International Law 197

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251322000649 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S2044251322000649

