
that make up the core of the book are similarly effective. There’s a nice sprinkling of
enlivening detail, as on Venosa, a birthplace shared with the ‘madrigalist and murderer’
Carlo Gesualdo (1), and of modern poetry; the long reception chapter gives unusually
well-spread coverage through the Early Empire, late antiquity, and Middle Ages, as well
as of the gentleman’s Horace of eighteenth-century Britain, and varied faces since.

With that my pleasant liturgy is done. Vale.

CHRISTOPHER WHITTON

University of Cambridge, UK
clw36@cam.ac.uk
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Greek History
I commence this review with a major contribution to the social history of classical
Athens.1 Athenian social history is traditionally focused on polarities of class, status,
and gender; while these polarities were obviously important, it is equally significant
to adopt an interactionist approach and explore the shape of encounters between people
belonging to the same or different groups. Rafał Matuszewski has chosen to focus on
the interactions and communication between male Athenian citizens: in particular,
the various spaces in which those interactions took place, as well as the means of com-
munication. As regards the spaces, he explores in detail the noisy streets, the Agora, the
various shops, workshops, and places of commensality and entertainment, the baths,
the gymnasia, and the palaestrae. This is an excellent synthesis of a large number of
social spaces in classical Athens, which have never been explored in the same detail
as, for example, sanctuaries and cemeteries. Equally fascinating is the second part of
the work and its detailed exploration of the body as a means of communication, along-
side elements of material culture like clothes, houses, and graves. The wealth of mater-
ial that is collected and examined and the interactionist framework employed have the
potential to revolutionize how we study Greek social and cultural history; it is to be
hoped that Anglophone readers will make the effort to engage seriously with this
important German book.

Moving from Athens to Sparta, Andrew Bayliss’ latest volume is an excellent
example of another kind of book we need more of: the short synthesis on an important
topic that manages to give non-specialist readers a quick overview, while also introdu-
cing them to the nature of the existing evidence, scholarly debates, and the process of
historical interpretation.2 The study of Sparta has been revolutionized over the last

This is an Open Access article, distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
licence (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted re-use, distribu-
tion, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

1 Räume der Reputation. Zur bürgerlichen Kommunikation im Athen des 4. Jahrhunderts v. Chr. By
Rafał Matuszewski. Historia Einzelschriften 157. Stuttgart, Franz Steiner, 2019. Pp. 376. 4 illus-
trations. Hardback E66, ISBN: 978-3-515-12233-7.

2 The Spartans. By Andrew J. Bayliss. Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2020. Pp. xiv + 166. 14
illustrations. Hardback £10.99, ISBN: 978-0-19-885308-4.
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three decades, and the results of these numerous studies have not yet been synthesized
adequately. Bayliss focuses on six large topics, presented in an engaging manner: the
first is the structure of the Spartan polis, with its peculiar characteristics like the double
monarchy, and the division of Sparta into a spectrum of unequal groups (homoioi, dis-
franchised citizens, perioikoi, helots). The second and third topics concern the lifestyle
of Spartan citizens, including the role of austerity, war, commensality, and piety, as well
as the system of Spartan education for the whole citizen population. Unsurprisingly, the
fourth and fifth topics concern two major Spartan peculiarities that have generated end-
less discussion: the role of women in Spartan society and the helots (though the latter was
the least satisfactory in the volume as a whole). Finally, the book offers a short overview of
the reception of classical Sparta since antiquity, focusing in particular on the last two cen-
turies. I also liked the relatively large number of illustrations of Spartan material culture,
very well employed. If one is to complain about anything, it is the decision to focus exclu-
sively on archaic and classical Sparta and forego later Spartan history; but clearly, given
the limits of space for a short introduction, readers will find the choice largely defensible.

Two interesting works examine the subject of collective memory in ancient Greece, in
particular in regard to warfare. The first book, by David Yates, focuses on the memory of
the Persian Wars and the nature of Panhellenism in the classical period.3 Yates argues that
the Persian Wars were not commemorated in this era through a Panhellenic script;
instead, the individual poleis which participated in the collective struggle against the
Persians used the memory of the wars to commemorate their own individual achievements
and bolster their own claims as poleis. What Yates calls ‘transcendental Panhellenism’,
celebrating the wars as a Panhellenic rather than individual polis achievement, existed as
a latent possibility, but only came to the fore in the aftermath of Chaeroneia, when
Philip destroyed the world of city-states and set the stage for the new Hellenistic world.
Philip and Alexander’s transcendental Panhellenic commemoration of the Persian Wars
did not immediately succeed, but it triumphed during the Hellenistic and later periods.
Yates’s argument that the classical commemoration of the Persian Wars was framed by
polis competition is convincing; but his view that the crucial development was the
supposed collapse of the city-state after Chaeroneia is both wrong and unnecessary.
What changed from Philip onwards was the emergence of major powers who could not
claim a significant role in the Greek League that had defeated the Persians and therefore
had to find a different way of memorializing the wars for their own ends. It is a pity that,
while so much has happened in the study of the Greek polis and Hellenicity over the last
twenty years, this book seems completely unaware of these developments; but the validity
of its major claim about the classical commemoration of the Persian Wars can hopefully
generate a fruitful debate on what exactly was Panhellenism.

The second volume, by Janett Schröder, concerns the collective memory of Greek
poleis in regard to warfare.4 The volume focuses on the archaeological, literary, and epi-
graphic evidence for war monuments of the archaic and classical periods. The author
examines how, in the course of time, Greek poleis devised various forms of victory

3 States of Memory. The Polis, Panhellenism, and the Persian War. By David C. Yates. New York,
Oxford University Press, 2019. Pp. xx + 337. 3 maps. Hardback £55, ISBN: 978-0-19-067354-3.

4 Die Polis als Sieger. Kriegsdenkmäler im archaisch-klassischen Griechenland. By Janett Schröder.
Klio Beihefte, Neue Folge 32. Berlin and Boston, MA, De Gruyter, 2019. Pp. x + 342. 13 illustra-
tions. Hardback £94, ISBN: 978-3-11-062604-9.
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monument and how they developed over time: we commence with the voluminous
dedications of weapons in local, regional, and Panhellenic sanctuaries as a means of
commemorating victory against opponents, a practice that gradually died out as we
move into the classical period. Their place was taken over by collective burials for
the war dead, the introduction of cults and festivals commemorating victory in war,
and the creation of sculptural monuments and buildings. As should be expected, the
Persian Wars figure as a major moment in the evolution of Greek commemorative prac-
tices; the books by Yates and Schröder could be profitably read together. While the dis-
cussion of war monuments is very convincing, the book would have benefited from
engaging with recent scholarly developments regarding the wider metanarratives of
the hoplite revolution and the development of the polis.

We move on to two very fascinating books concerning political thought and inter-
national relations in the ancient Greek world. The first, by Benjamin Earley, concerns
the role of Thucydides in international relations (IR) theory in the first half of the twen-
tieth century.5 Apart from specialists, few people are aware of how important classicists,
such as Alfred Zimmern, played a defining role in the emergence of IR as a distinct field
after the First World War. While the role of Thucydides in the development of histori-
ography as a discipline has been studied in detail, there is no equivalent historiograph-
ical study of his role in the development of IR theory. Earley examines how a series of
thinkers developed different views of Thucydides’ legacy in the context of their reac-
tions to the Great War: Cornford and his view of Thucydides as a tragedian;
Zimmern and the study of how Thucydides interprets the political psychology of differ-
ent states; Toynbee and his interpretation of Thucydides as a narrator of a civilizational
crisis and historical change; Abbott on Thucydides as a realist thinker; and finally,
Enoch Powell, in his scholarly phase, and his emphasis on Thucydides’ amoral
approach to politics. This is a rich and thought-provoking volume for a variety of rea-
sons: its contribution to Thucydidean reception; the study of Thucydides’ thought;
and, in fact, new ways of interpreting Thucydides’ text for the study of ancient
Greek history.

The second volume takes us to the most neglected ancient empire: that of the
Parthians. The main reason for this neglect is the nature of the available sources; mostly
fragmentary Graeco-Roman sources with a hostile viewpoint and little interest in the
complexity of the challenges faced by the Parthian Empire. Nicolas Overtoom’s book
is unavoidably a re-interpretation of those literary sources, alongside epigraphic, numis-
matic, and archaeological evidence; but what makes this book important is that it is the
first attempt to interpret the Parthians from an IR perspective. Adopting a realist
approach akin to that employed by Arthur Eckstein for the Mediterranean world,
Overtoom argues that the anarchic geopolitical framework of the Hellenistic world
meant that ancient states were equally belligerent; their differential success was linked
to their capability to pursue their interests. He identifies three main peculiar Parthian
capabilities: the versatility of Parthian society and their ability to employ and integrate
elements from Greek, Mesopotamian, Iranian, and Central Asian cultures; their

5 The Thucydidean Turn. Reinterpreting Thucydides’ Political Thought before, during and after the
Great War. By Benjamin Earley. Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception. London,
Bloomsbury Academic, 2020. Pp. xvi + 231. Hardback £76.50, ISBN: 978-1-3501-2371-7;
paperback £28.99, ISBN: 978-1-3501-9464-9.
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military innovations in terms of bringing to western Eurasia the cavalry tactics of the
nomad world of Central Asia; and the abilities of the early generations of Parthian
rulers. The volume covers the period from the emergence of the Parthian state in the
third century BCE to its transformation into a major empire in the first century BCE; it
rightly stresses the significance of major changes in the geopolitical framework of west-
ern Eurasia, as well as developments in Central Asia, in terms of interpreting the rise of
the Parthians. But the work would have benefited widely from a concluding chapter,
which could examine, even briefly, how the particular Parthian capabilities fared in
the new conditions of the centuries CE.6

Having reached the Hellenistic period, we continue with a number of other interest-
ing studies. Demetrius the Besieger was a key figure in the half-century between the
death of Alexander and the consolidation of the Hellenistic kingdoms in the 270s
BCE; not only did he play a major role in most of these developments, but his life was
also full of the melodramatic changes that make excellent movies. Nevertheless, not
only is there no movie for Demetrius, but until now there has been no large-scale biog-
raphy. This collaborative work by Pat Wheatley and Charlotte Dunn is an excellent
attempt to piece together the highly fragmentary sources on Demetrius into a convin-
cing biography, as well as an attempt to partially liberate Demetrius from the image of
the fickle individual drawn by Plutarch.7 In the process, the authors offer an important
overview of the age of the Successors, with significant implications both for the chron-
ology of the period (favouring the high chronology), and for some of the major battles
and other events of the period. What comes out very clearly from reading this fascinat-
ing narrative is the sheer extent to which events play a major role in historical outcomes
and how periods like the age of the Successors are open to the intersection between dif-
ferent and divergent causal chains.

The next work under review is a collection of essays on Seleucid studies, edited by
Roland Oetjen.8 This volume, a Festschrift for Getzel Cohen, includes forty-five chap-
ters by renowned specialists in Seleucid and more generally Hellenistic history. Given
the size of the volume and the lack of an overall introduction, the book will be undoubt-
edly read more for the individual contributions rather than as a whole; but there are
hardly any aspects of Seleucid studies which are not covered by some of these contribu-
tions. Among the main themes, one finds the usual focus on dynastic history, with
interesting contributions on the role of royal women, on the structure and administra-
tion of the Seleucid kingdom, and on relations between the Seleucid and other
Hellenistic kingdoms; equally expected, given the honouree, and interesting are chap-
ters on the various kinds of Seleucid settlements. The volume also includes a large
number of contributions on the sources for Seleucid history: Greek and Jewish literary

6 Reign of Arrows. The Rise of the Parthian Empire in the Hellenistic Middle East. By Nikolaus Leo
Overtoom. Oxford Studies in Early Empires. New York, Oxford University Press, 2020. Pp. xlvi +
346. 30 figures, 7 maps. Hardback £55, ISBN: 978-0-19-088832-9.

7 Demetrius the Besieger. By Pat Wheatley and Charlotte Dunn. Oxford and New York, Oxford
University Press, 2020. Pp. xx + 496. 7 maps, 16 figures. Hardback £100, ISBN:
978-0-19-883604-9.

8 New Perspectives in Seleucid History, Archaeology and Numismatics. Studies in Honor of Getzel
M. Cohen. Edited by Roland Oetjen. Beiträge zur Altertumskunde 355. Berlin and Boston,
MA, De Gruyter, 2019. Pp. xvii + 814. 72 figures. Hardback £122, ISBN: 978-3-11-028378-5.
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sources, coinage, and some archaeological evidence, such as figurines and bricks.
Finally, a particularly rich trove of chapters examines the complex mosaic of societies
and cultures within the Seleucid kingdom and the intercultural relations between
them, in particular in Babylonia, the Levant, and the Far East.

Stefan Feuser’s monumental study of port cities in the eastern Mediterranean in the
Hellenistic and Roman Imperial periods is a major contribution to the study of Greek
maritime history.9 While there were various kinds of ports in the ancient
Mediterranean, Feuser chooses to focus on major ports with crucial roles in transregio-
nal maritime networks; the bulk of the volume consists of a series of case studies of such
ports that archaeological work makes it possible to examine in detail: Miletus and
Ephesus in Asia Minor, Caesarea Maritima in the Levant, Alexandria in Egypt, and,
somewhat surprising, Leptis Magna in Libya. The author examines the role of the
ports and their installations in the urban development of these cities, and the role of
the ports and seafaring for the economic, social, and cultural life of these communities;
he shows that the link between the cities and their ports varied depending on time and
circumstances, and documents the extensive effort that constructing and maintaining
those ports required. But what is truly fascinating, and links it to the study by
Matuszewski examined above, is the exploration of ports as spaces of life and inter-
action between the members of the maritime communities that inhabited and used
them.

This review includes a number of works on Greek military history, most of them
about the Hellenistic period as well. Melanie Jonasch has edited a truly splendid vol-
ume on the impact of war on the societies, politics, and landscapes of Sicily, from
the archaic period to the Roman conquest.10 Consisting of seventeen chapters, along-
side a short prologue and epilogue, the book offers a panorama of how violence, in its
various guises, affected Sicily. Many chapters pay close attention to the archaeological
imprint of war: the presence of weapons in the archaeological record, with two chapters
on finds from Selinous; the impact of war on urban structures and landscapes (with
studies of Syracuse, Leontinoi, and Eryx); and an impressive overview of the military
landscapes of Sicily by Jonasch, which should inspire other regional syntheses. A
second theme of particular importance is the link between warfare and human mobility,
in particular regarding mercenaries, enslaved persons, and the foundation of new set-
tlements. A third axis focuses on major conflicts involving Sicily, including two chap-
ters on the Athenian expedition and one on the First Punic War. We urgently need
more regional syntheses like the present volume for Sicily. More generally, despite its
evident importance, Sicily has never figured centrally in how we conceptualize the
development of Greek history, whether we think about geopolitics, state formation,
or mobility. This volume is an excellent example of why we should strive more in
this direction, and hopefully a powerful stimulus as well.

9 Hafenstädte im östlichen Mittelmeerraum vom Hellenismus bis in die römische Kaiserzeit. Städtebau,
Funktion und Wahrnehmung. By Stefan Feuser. Urban Spaces 8. Berlin and Boston, MA, De
Gruyter 2020. Pp. x + 391. 146 illustrations. Hardback £109, ISBN: 978-3-11-058032-7.

10 The Fight for Greek Sicily. Society, Politics and Landscape. Edited by Melanie Jonasch. Oxford
and Philadelphia, PA, Oxbow Books, 2020. Pp. xvi + 400. 128 figures, 1 plate. Paperback £45,
ISBN: 978-1-78925-356-6.
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I conclude with three volumes from the Pen and Sword Military series. Two of them
are written by Philip Matyszak: the first examines the rise of the Hellenistic kingdoms
between 336 and 250 BCE,11 while the second focuses on the Roman conquest of the
Greek world between 250 and 31 BCE.12 The first volume presents the wars of the
late classical and early Hellenistic period, from the conquests of Alexander the Great
to the wars of the Successors and the formation of the major Hellenistic kingdoms;
at the same time, the author aims to complement the military narrative with a sociocul-
tural history of the Hellenistic world, covering the rich tapestry of states and cultures
that extended from Sicily to the Indus. The second book focuses more on the
Roman conquest of the Hellenistic eastern Mediterranean, covers a much wider time
range, and devotes far less space to sociocultural history. Alongside the wide range
of time and space covered, both books are written in a lively manner which is often
engaging; unfortunately, they are also seriously marred by a number of major problems.
Regarding the military narrative, the volumes are merely descriptive, without trying to
offer any explanations for the outcomes beyond platitudes, such as the superiority of
Greek infantry and then of the Roman legions; and the sociocultural analysis is hope-
lessly old-fashioned and derivative, full of highly misleading statements (‘the Seleucid
Empire was a political entity that transcended nationalism’ [Greece against Rome,
192]). The author has not taken advantage of the development of Hellenistic scholar-
ship over the last few decades, from the cultural history of warfare and the subaltern
experience of soldiers to the geopolitical framework of state competition in the
Hellenistic world and the history of intercultural relations. To cap it all, there are plenty
of mistakes: Matyszak describes the Seleucid rule over Jews in a volume that ends in
250 BCE, seemingly unaware that they were under Ptolemaic rule; believes that Persia
had abolished slavery; and thinks that Pergamon was the site where the mercenaries
of Cyrus finally reached the sea in their long trek from Mesopotamia.

The third volume from this series under review is quite different, as it focuses more
specifically on Hellenistic armies, rather than on military history in general.13 Written
by Gabriele Esposito, it attempts to cover all Macedonian and Hellenistic armies, from
the armies of Philip and Alexander through the major Hellenistic armies (Antigonid,
Seleucid, and Ptolemaic) to the less well-known armies of the smaller kingdoms in
Asia Minor, Israel, Bactria, and India, and the armies of the Greek poleis and ethne.
Unsurprisingly, given the short size of the book and the limits of the available informa-
tion, as well as the vast temporal and spatial extent covered, in many cases what we are
offered is a short summary of campaigns and army structure; but it is undoubtedly a
useful introduction for the lay reader. The value of the book lies rather in the seventy-
seven colour images, which constitute about half its space and depict the armour and

11 The Rise of the Hellenistic Kingdoms 336–250 BC. By Philip Matyszak. Pen and Sword Military.
Barnsley and Philadelphia, PA, Pen and Sword, 2019. Pp. xiv + 168. 18 plates. Hardback £19.99,
ISBN: 978-1-4738-7476-3.

12 Greece against Rome. The Fall of the Hellenistic Kingdoms 250–31 BC. By Philip Matyszak. Pen
and Sword Military. Barnsley and Philadelphia, PA, Pen and Sword, 2020. Pp. xviii + 202. 21
plates. Hardback £19.99, ISBN: 978-1-4738-7480-0.

13 Armies of the Hellenistic States 323 BC–AD 30. History, Organization and Equipment. By Gabriele
Esposito. Pen and Sword Military. Barnsley and Philadelphia, PA, Pen and Sword, 2019. Pp. x +
155. 84 illustrations. Hardback £19.99, ISBN: 978-1-5267-3029-9.
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weapons of Hellenistic armies based on the work of the Hetairoi re-enactment group.
The book does not explain on what evidence these modern life-size reconstructions
of weapons and equipment have been based, and they are unfortunately not sufficiently
discussed in the text. Nonetheless, these reconstructions are highly stimulating and
deserve to be carefully pondered by those interested in Hellenistic warfare.

KOSTAS VLASSOPOULOS

University of Crete, Greece
vlasop@uoc.gr
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Roman History
After a focus on social and cultural history in the last issue, this issue’s offerings return us
to more traditional subjects – political institutions, and historiography. That spring review
ended with religion, which is where we start here: an apposite reminder that religion per-
vades all aspects of the Roman world. It is precisely that principle which undergirds our
first book, Dan-el Padilla Peralta’s Divine Institutions.1 Padilla Peralta is interested, at root,
in how the Roman state became such through the third and fourth centuries BCE. That is a
story usually told – in a tradition going back to the ancient historians themselves – via a
swashbuckling tale of successive military campaigns. Padilla Peralta, however, sets that
anachronistic narrativization aside, and instead builds a careful case that between the
siege of Veii and the end of the Second Punic War ‘the Roman state remade and retooled
itself into a republic defined and organized around a specific brand of institutionalized rit-
ual practices and commitments’ (1). Specifically, he shows that the construction of tem-
ples and the public activities they facilitated were a key mechanism – one as important as
warfare – by which the consensus necessary to state formation was generated:

the Republic more or less stumbles into a bootstrapping formula that proves to be
unusually felicitous: high visibility monumental enterprises are paired with new incen-
tives for human mobility in ways that dramatically and enduringly reorganize the
rhythms of civic and communal experience. (17–18)

In particular, Padilla Peralta argues that output was greater than input; that the genius –
whether accidental or deliberate – of this formula was that it facilitated a confidence
game whereby the res publica appeared more capable – via the apparent support of
the gods whom its visible piety secured – than was in fact the case.

This case emerges in four substantive chapters, housed into two overall parts, pre-
ceded by an introductory first chapter. Part I, ‘Build’, treats the investment in monu-
mental cult in two chapters. Chapter 2 attempts to quantify the commitment to

This is an Open Access article, distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
licence (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted re-use, distribu-
tion, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

1 Divine Institutions. Religions and Community in the Middle Roman Republic. By Dan-el Padilla
Peralta. Princeton, NJ, Princeton University Press, 2020. Pp. xiii + 323. 12 b/w illustrations, 10
b/w tables, 9 colour illustrations. Hardback £38, ISBN: 978-0-691-16867-8.
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