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TrE CARDIN STORY. By Michael de la Bedoyére. (Longmans, Greet
and Co.; 15s.) )
Monsignor Joseph Cardijn is the founder of the Young Christia?

Workers Movement, and so much are the man and his work bound up

that The Cardijn Story is as much a history of the one as a biography

of the other. However, Mr de la Bedoyére does not claim to have
written a full biography, but merely to have attempted to convey
something of the spirit and personality of ‘one of the most remarkabl¢
priests of our time’, and his attempt has been largely successful. NO¢
completely successful, though: partly, perhaps, because of the difficulty
in writing one of the first books about a man and a society distinguishcd
by a ‘lack of self-contemplation’ and partly because of a seemingy
somewhat uncritical approach. He admits that there are aspects of

subject’s character (and, consequently, of the spirit of the Y.C. )
that do not at once appeal to English people, and whilst he is at pait®

to show that these traits are hardly of fundamental importance, he s

to have hurried over one or two incidents that might have helpefJ 0

complete the picture. What, for instance, were Cardinal Mercier $

own reasons for finding it necessary to suppress the nascent movementt

and why did Tonnet, a founder member, eventually resign from it 3%

so soon afterwards find himself in disagreement with his form®

colleagues: .
But these are small matters, and do not detract from the real men?

of the book in bringing out the force and single-mindedness o

dedicated priest and of the greatness and potentialities of the Y.C- V.

Movement. In doing this it is timely and welcome, and to none WIl‘lli;

be more valuable, surely, than to those who are still sceptical of 31i

at-ease about the ‘apostolate of the worker’; it may not convert

critics, but it should at least allay their more serious misgivingSI;/1 T

Tue FamiLy Cunic. A Book of Questions and Answers. By ]OhnL)'
Thomas, s.J. (The Newman Press, Westminster, Maryland; 3.3095'6
This well-produced book is compiled from an American syndica®,

newspaper column in which Fr Thomas gives short answers to reade?®

queries on social and moral problems; in this country a someW’
similar series is run by Fr Lawson, s.J., in the monthly Christ

Democrat. Fr Thomas has divided his questions and answers into f’s

main categories: husband-wife relationships, parent-child relationstip .

pre-marital problems, and the family and society. Altogether there ar
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over eighty of these essays, each covering about two pages. Some of
¢ questions sound alarming to our ears, for instance, ‘Is it All
Right for a Boy to Marry While Still in School?’ It transpires that the
anxious prospective bride is twenty and her likely husband is a college
student of twenty-four whose course will not fmish for another two
years. On the other hand there are many of these questions and
answers which, within their compass, give valuable guidance; the
author handles in 2 masterly fashion the perennial problem of ‘How
arents Best Give Their Children Sex Instruction?’ and his summary
ot why the Church is so critical of mixed marriages is also well done.
Several of the questions and answers in The Family Clinic are
addressed too exclusively to the American public to be relevant in
"tain; for instance it is improbable that a priest or a parent would
Ve to worry about whether girls in senior high schools should wear
hgagement rings or not, and the question, ‘T'm Irish; He's Italian;
and Mother is Upset” is unlikely to crop up over here. Nevertheless,
I spite of these ]Emitations, Fr Thomas does sometimes give a fresh
tans-Atlantic approach to the more normal querics that a priest or a
atholic social worker will have to answer. Written in a popular style,
and Covering a wide range of topical problems, The Family Clinic puts
across Catholic teaching in a straightforward manner, and should be
SSIP ccially helpful to the enquiring non-specialist, whether Catholic
~ hot,

E. M. G. BELRIELD

THE Engrisy Revicrous Herirace. By Conrad Pepler, o.». (Blackfriars
ublications; 27s. 6d.)

- Musicologist, writing recently to one of the Sunday newspapers,
3ttributed modern neglect of English late medieval and early renais-
‘ohce church music to ‘the anglophobia of the Roman Church’.
ablt Ough Fr Conrad Pepler’s thougﬁt and language are more reason-
ad ¢ than this, T English Religious Heritage, like so much else of his
enmlrable work, springs from his conviction that the general indiffer-
hocc" a0 indifference sometimes hardly to be distmgu’lshed from
hes.nht}’: among Catholics in England to this country’s medieval
Wl:lt.age df;‘prives them of a valuable aid to the spiritual life in the
asnm.lgs of the medieval mystics. He begins this present work by

Serting that the ‘infused contemplation’ of which they treat is ‘in
a elll}orn?;}l progress of the Christian in his ascent to God’, and that the
ofghcablhf}’ of medieval mystical writing to the life of prayer of the

. 13Ty man today will be more clearly seen if, firstly, we divest our
;lellnds of the language and thought which we have learned from more
cent French and Spanish teachers, and, secondly, avoid the common



