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The Arcus Foundation 

The Arcus Foundation is a private grant-
making foundation that advances social 
justice and conservation goals. The Foun
dation works globally and has offices in 
New York City, USA and Cambridge, UK. 
For more information visit:

		  arcusfoundation.org.
Or connect with Arcus at: 

		  twitter.com/ArcusGreatApes and 
		  facebook.com/ArcusGreatApes.

Great Apes and Gibbons Program
The long-term survival of humans and the 
great apes is dependent on how we respect 
and care for other animals and our shared 
natural resources. The Arcus Foundation 
seeks to increase respect for and recogni-
tion of the rights and value of the great apes 
and gibbons, and to strengthen protection 
from threats to their habitats. The Arcus 
Great Apes Program supports conservation 
and policy advocacy efforts that promote 
the survival of great apes and gibbons in 
the wild and in sanctuaries that offer high-
quality care, safety and freedom from inva-
sive research and exploitation.

Contact details
New York office:
445 5th Avenue, 7th Floor
New York, New York 10016, United States
+1 212 488 3000 / phone

Cambridge office 
(Great Apes and Gibbons Program):
95 Regent Street
Cambridge, CB2 1AW
United Kingdom
+44 (0)1223 653040 / phone

Notes to Readers 

Acronyms and Abbreviations
A list of acronyms and abbreviations can 
be found at the back of the book, starting 
on p. 314.

Annexes
All annexes can be found at the back of 
the book, starting on p. 274, except for the 
Abundance Annex, which is available from 
the State of the Apes website: 

		  www.stateoftheapes.com.

Glossary
There is a glossary of scientific terms and 
keywords at the back of the book, starting 
on p. 317.

Chapter Cross-referencing
Chapter cross-references appear through-
out the book, either as direct references in 
the body text or in brackets. 

Human and Non-human Apes
To simplify and enhance the flow of the text, 
this volume uses the term “apes” to refer 
exclusively to non-human apes, unless noted 
otherwise.

Pathogens and Disease
While this volume identifies pathogens, it 
places more emphasis on the diseases they 
cause. For example, Chapter 1 mentions that 
severe acute respiratory syndrome corona-
virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) causes COVID-19, 
but the book focuses more generally on the 
health impacts of the disease and options 
for mitigating transmission risks.

Since the content of this volume was 
drafted, following a directive from the 
World Health Organization owing to issues 
around the use of racist and stigmatizing 
language, the nomenclature for monkeypox 
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In addition to the thematic content, each 
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has changed. The term ‘monkeypox’ is 
being phased out and the preferred term is 
now ‘mpox’.

Ape Abundance Estimates
Definitive, up-to-date abundance estimates 
are not available for all ape species. The 
most recent Abundance Annex—available 
at www.stateoftheapes.org—presents esti-
mates at the site level. For great apes, it uses 
abundance classes to indicate population 
ranges; for gibbons, it employs a mix of 
abundance classes and density estimates. 
In this volume, the Apes Overview and some 
chapters feature abundance information 
based on other geographic scales, drawn 
from a variety of sources, including forth-
coming Red List assessments. Consequently, 
some figures may not align exactly.

Ape Range Maps
The ape range maps throughout this volume 
show the extent of occurrence (EOO) of 
each species. An EOO includes all known 
populations of a species contained within 
the shortest possible continuous imaginary 
boundary. Some areas within these bounda-
ries may be unsuitable for apes or unoccupied.

The Arcus Foundation commissioned 
the ape distribution maps in the Apes Over
view, Figures AO1 and AO2, to provide the 
most accurate and up-to-date illustration 
of range data. These maps were created by 
the IUCN Primate Specialist Group, which 
manages the A.P.E.S. portal and database. 
This volume also features maps created by 
contributors who used ape range data from 
other sources. As a consequence, the maps 
may not all align exactly.
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