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Explaining Institutional Change: 
Ambiguity, Agency, and Power
James Mahoney and  Kathleen 
Thelen, eds.
Cambridge University Press

From the publisher: This book contrib-
utes to emerging debates in political sci-
ence and sociology on 
institutional change. Its 
introductory essay pro-
poses a new framework 
for analyzing incre-
mental change that is 
grounded in a power-dis-
tributional view of insti-
tutions and that empha-
sizes ongoing struggles 
within but also over 
prevailing institutional 
arrangements. Five 
empirical essays then 
bring the general theory 
to life by evaluating its 
causal propositions in 
the context of sustained 
analyses of specific instances of incre-
mental change. These essays range widely 
across substantive topics and across 
times and places, including cases from 
the United States, Africa, Latin America, 
and Asia. The book closes with a chapter 
reflecting on the possibilities for produc-
tive exchange in the analysis of change 
among scholars associated with different 
theoretical approaches to institutions.

James Mahoney is a professor of political science 

at Northwestern University. Kathleen Thelen is a 

Ford Professor of Political Science at MIT. 
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This section lists upcoming book publications across the broad field of political sci-
ence. If your first-edition book is scheduled for publication in the three months before 
the next issue of PS, enter the details of publication in the box found at the PS Web 
site: http://www.apsanet.org/section_223.cfm. We hope that spreading word of upcom-
ing work will help keep our members even more attuned to new scholarship within 
the discipline.
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