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Contributions to the forty-ninth volume of  Anglo-Saxon 
England focus on aspects of  Anglo-Saxon culture and 
history across a period from the sixth to the thirteenth 
century. This volume begins with a Record of  the nineteenth 
conference of  the International Society of  Anglo-Saxonists, 
and ends with examination of  Slave resistance in early 
Medieval England. Be wifmannes beweddunge is used to discuss 
the Anglo-Saxon betrothal and wedding process, and the 
gradual Christianisation of  wedding rites throughout the 
period. Two companion articles re-evaluate commonly held 
beliefs about elite diets, using isotopic evidence to counter 
previous assumptions about the feorm or ‘food rent’ sent 
by free peasants to royal households. Also included are an 
examination of  a recently discovered fragment of  the abridged 
version of  Cassiodorus’s Expositio psalmorum, a reassessment 
of  the importance of  bookland in understanding the period, 
and an investigation into conflicting East Anglican episcopal 
chronology, with regard to Bede’s Historia Ecclesiastica.
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Editorial note

Professor Clare Orchard
The present volume marks a significant changing of  the guard. After volume 48 went 
to press, Clare Orchard stood down as copyeditor. She has served the journal with great 
care, kindness and courtesy for 26 years, ensuring smooth continuity across successive 
configurations of  executive editors and acting as the calmly efficient interface between 
contributors and the Press. Her knowledge of  the field proved invaluable, and her services 
extended well beyond copy-editing, to keeping executive editors on track with bringing 
volumes together. The current editors wish to put on record their profound gratitude to 
her for all that she has done.
 
We are delighted to welcome Joanne Shortt Butler as her successor.
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