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A STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL POLICY
PMLA endeavors to represent the most distinguished contemporary scholarship and 

criticism in the modern languages and literatures. It welcomes either new or traditional 
approaches by either young or established scholars, providing only that whatever it 
publishes is well written and likely to be of permanent value. The distribution of papers in 
PMLA should reflect work of distinction actually being done from year to year, regard
less of periods or languages. Members who feel their interests neglected by this policy 
are urged to write and to encourage others to write articles good enough to be published.

Since its audience is the total membership of the Association, PMLA is reluctant to 
publish minor articles or highly technical studies addressed to specialists in limited fields. 
Nor does it encourage brief notes or unduly long papers. PMLA does not review books. 
Articles should be written in a clear, concise, and attractive style, with documentation 
held to a necessary minimum.

Any member of the Association has the privilege of submitting papers for publication 
in PMLA. Each paper submitted will be read by at least one consultant with special 
competence in the field concerned and, if in any way recommended, it will also be read by 
at least one member of the Editorial Committee. Attempt is made to publish papers 
within nine months of acceptance. If a decision to accept or reject a paper seems unduly 
delayed, contributors are reminded that the consultant readers and the Editorial Com
mittee are distinguished men and women who generously contribute their scant leisure to 
the advancement of scholarship in humane letters.

Manuscripts must be prepared in conformity with the MLA Style Sheet, published in 
the April 1951 PMLA and on sale as a pamphlet in the MLA offices. Authors are urged to 
read also the advice of R. B. McKerrow and H. M. Silver on scholarly publication, pub
lished in the April 1950 PMLA, and “The Publication of Academic Writing,” by Oscar 
Cargill, William Charvat, and Donald D. Walsh, in the Sept. 1966 PMLA, both also on 
sale as pamphlets. Manuscripts should be addressed to the Editor of PMLA, 62 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10011. Carbon copies are not needed, but should be made and re
tained by the author.
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