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W. W. FRANCIS, A.B., M.D. (I.878-I959)

WILLIAM WILLOUGHBY FRANCIS, the son of George and Marian Francis,
was born in Montreal on 2 April 1878. A year or so later the family moved to
Toronto where he lived with his five brothers and three sisters. Their mother
was a first cousin of William Osler who regarded the children as his own
nephews and nieces. Educated at Trinity College School, Port Hope, Francis
went on to Johns Hopkins University where Osler was then professor of medi-
cine. He took the A.B. degree in I898 and graduated M.D. in I902. Two years
of. internship at the Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal, were followed by
another year at Baltimore as a fellow in pathology. He next studied paediatrics
in London, Berlin, Paris and Vienna. In November 9go6.he began practice as a
physician in Montreal, and from 1907 to I91I was also a demonstrator in
pathology at McGill University. In 1907 he had a pleural eff-usion followed
by pulmonary tuberculosis, but eighteen months of sanatorium treatment
arrested the disease. From I9II-I5 he was assistant editor of the Canadian
Medical Association Journal and secretary-treasurer of the Association. In I915
he went to France with No. 3 Canadian General Hospital (McGill), which he
served as registrar. After the war he worked at Geneva, editing all four editions
ofthe International Journal ofPublic Health, published by the League ofRed Cross
Societies in English, French, Italian and Spanish.
From 1922 to 1929 Francis lived at Oxford preparing his magnum opus, the

Bibliotheca Osleriana, in fulfilment of Osler's last wishes, with the help of R. H.
Hill, Archibald Malloch and Leonard Mackall. As Professor J. F. Fulton has
written: 'The Bibliotheca Osleriana will ever stand as an enduring tribute not only
to the genius of a great collector but more particularly to the learning, per-
severance and patience of a great scholar and a great librarian.' When the
Osler Library at McGill was officially opened on 29 May 1929, Francis was
already there to preside over its work with enthusiasm, scholarship and ability.
For many years he was also lecturer in the history of medicine. He declined the
tentative offer of a professorial chair at McGill as well as one from Johns
Hopldns to be-Director of the Institute of Medical History there. Never robust
in health-he had five attacks of coronary thrombosis in recent years-he,
nevertheless, lived to be an octogenarian. He died at Ormston, P.Q., on IO
August I959. In 192I he married Hilda Colley who survives him together with
their daughter, Dr. Marian Francis Kelen.

Francis's bibliography is recorded here but, as Dr. Lloyd Stevenson writes to
me, it cannot be taken as in any sense a measure of the man. He was a classical
scholar, a good linguist, an expert bibliophile and his knowledge of the older
medical literature was extensive and profbund. His main task was to preserve
the Osler tradition of good will and scholarship and to help earnest students of
medical history. He toiled faithfully and often with insufficient recognition to
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enrich the writings of others. For example, his contribution to completing the
Cushing Bio-bibliography of Vesalius was substantial while his name appears
in a thousand prefaces and notes of acknowledgment. He attracted and
influenced multitudes of students and 'no inaccuracy escaped his scrutinizing
and perceptive attention'. (H. E. McDermott.)

'Bill', as he was known to his friends, bore a close family resemblance to Sir
William Osler in features, in dark eyes flashing with humour, in olive com-
plexion, in stature 'and gesture. We lived under the same roof in London in
I906, and he would often come to my room and keep me listening to his wit
and criticisms ofmen and books up to the small hours when he was at his best.
A love of music was a great part of his life. He never had a piano lesson, but
could read music and played and sang French songs and Scottish ballads with
much charm. He enjoyed grand opera and, during the opera season in New
York, would spend every Saturday afternoon beside the radio following with
the libretto. I well recall his dreamy air and his genial smile, for we were friends
for over fifty years and corresponded regularly; my last letter from him is dated
July 6. He was a valued friend of the Osler Society of McGill University
and of the Osler Club of London. In 1956 two things greatly pleased him: the
volume of tributes from his friends presented to him by the Osler Society and
the honorary fellowship of the Royal Society of Medicine.

Francis was happy in his home life, in a devoted wife, in his daughter and
grandchildren and in his work. He retained the spirit of youth and laughter to
the end. Here must be an end of writing and reminiscence, but not of affection
and gratitude for Francis's gift of friendship, his selfless life-work and the
generous services he rendered to the history of medicine.

ARTHUR S. MAcNALTY

BIBLIOGRAPHr OF DR. W. W. FRANCIS

Compiled by Miss C&ile Desbarats of the Osler Library

The Osler Library. Johns Hopkins University. The W. H. Welch Medical Library.... An
account ... I929. Baltimore, 1930.
Also in Canad. med. Ass. 3., I929, xX, 137-9; MeGill News, 1929, x, suppi., pp. 10-12.

'The Canon of Avicenna', Canad. med. Ass. 3., I93I, xxiv, 856-7.
'William Sydney Thayer', Canad. med. Ass. 3t., 1933' XXVnI, 200-01.
'Dr. Welch', Canad. med. Ass. 3., 1934, Xxxi, 81-3.
The Osler day at Hamilton, Hamilton. Academy of Medicine, An Osler Day... [Toronto], 1935,

PP. 29-30.
'Margaret Charlton and the early days of the Medical Library Asociation' (President's

Address). Bull. Med. Lib. Ass., 1936, XXV, 58-63.
'Osler's "Way of Life"', McGill Undergr. Med. 3., 1936, v, no. 4, 32-7.
'At Osler's shrine', Bull. Med. Lib. Ass., 1937, XXVI, 18.
'Sir William Osler and his Library', D.C. Librares, 1937, VII, 25-8.
'The Steiner Medical Library', Bull. Med. Lib. Ass., 1937, XXV, 221-3.
'The Library of the Academy of Medicine, Toronto', Canad. med. Ass. 7., 1938, xxxvmn, 585.
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Address. [Representing Canada and the Osler Library.] Harvey Cushing Society. Harvey

CuShing's 70th birthday party. [Springfield, Il.], I939, pp. 18-22.
'Harvey Cushing', Canad. med. Ass. J,., 1939, XLI, 496.
'Sir Andrew Macphail', Bull Hist. Med., 1939, VI, 799-80.
Maude Abbott, hero-worshipper, McGill med. J., i94o, x, 38-43.
'Osler warned!', Canad. med. Ass. J., 1940, XLM, 493.
'Maude Abbott (1869-i94o)', Bull. Hist. Med., 1941. X, 305-8.
'Paracelsus', Bull Montreal med.-chir. Soc., 1941, IX, 93.
'Dr. Casey Albert Wood', Canad. med. Ass. J., 1942, XLVI, 297.
'William H. Welch', Bull. Montreal med.-chir. Soc., 1942, X, 31.
'Lewellys Franklin Barker', Canad. med. Ass. J., 1943, XLIX, 244.
[Notes on back of pl. v, top of no. 566]. Rufus, W. C. Copernicus, Polish astronomer. J. roy.

Astron. Soc., Tor., 1943, XXXVII, 29-42 and plates iv-v.
'Rabelaesius Mariopolitanus'. J. HOtl-Dieu de Montreal, I943, XII, 359-6I.
'Pharmacopoeias', Bull. Montreal med.-chir. Soc., 1943,1,X8.
'An Osler anniversary', McGill med. J., i944, xm, 380-2.
'Titles and blurbs', Bull. Med. Lia. Ass., I946, xXXIV, 320-3.
'The Osler family', Brit. med. ., I949, II, 45-6.
'Osler and the reporters with an unpublished note on "The Fixed Period".' Canad. med. Ass. J,

i949, LXI, 68-9. Also in Cimadian Medical Assodation, The Centenary of William Osler.
Answer to query [How did Osler pronounce Religio medici?]. J. Hist. Med., 1949, IV, i i 6.
Addendum. Rucker, M. P. Sir William Osler's obstetrical interest. Bull. Hist. Med., 1952,

XXVI, 153-6I, (pp. i6o-i).
'Linacre and Aldus', J. Hist. Med., 1953, VIII, 329-30.
E. Darwin on Robinson, J. Hist. Med., 1954, IX, I I0-I 1.
'A message from the Osler Library', Int. Congr. Med. Lib., London, 1953. Congress Handbok,

p. 2. Also in Proc. 1st nt. Congr. Med. Lib., Copenhagen, I954.
Osler's catalogue, j. Hist. Med., i954, IX, 464-5. Also in McGill med. 1.,1956, XXV, 3-4.
'Osler, Arms and the Man', J. Hist. Med., 1955, X, 432-3.
'Colin Russel, the man', Canad. med. Ass. J., 1957, LXXVII, 7I6-i8. Also in Tributes ... by W.

Pefild,... W.W.F., 1956.
'On the death of Harvey. A premature threnody by Nikolaas van Assendelft,' J. Hist. Med,

1957, XII, 254-5-
'Redi's renal calculi', J7. Hist. Med., 1958, XIII, 85.
Introductions to:
CUSHING, H., 'Apologia' from an unfinished bibliography of Vesalius. Bull. Hist. Med., 1940,

VI, 381-91. Alo in his 'Bibliography of Vesalius', 1943, PP. Xv-XXUi.
Yale University. The 4ooth anniversary celebration of the De . . fabrica of Vesalius. (New

Haven), i943.

Editor of:
CHAUCER, G. [Doctour of Phisyk, fr. Prologue 411-40, 'Cornered', by W. W. Francis, with

Chaucerian menu for Osler Society dinner, 1933.]
CORNER, G. W., Anatomical teXts ... 1927.
RUDBECKC, 0., A translation of 0. R.'s Nova exercitatio anatomica.... Bull. Hust. Med.,

1942, XI, 304-39.

Part Editor of:
CUsHING, H., A bio-bibliography of Andreas Vesalius, N.Y., Schuman's, 1943.

Joint Editor of:
JENNER, E., Three unpublished letters of Edward Jenner, edited by W.- W. Francis and

L. G. Stevenson. J. Hist. Med., 1955, X, 359-68.
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OSLER, SIR W., 'Bibliotheca Osleriana', a catalogue of books illustrating the history of

medicine and science, collected, arranged and annotated by . . . and bequeathed to
McGill University. Oxford, Clarendon Press, I929.

Preface to:
CUSHING, H., 'The life of Sir William Osler.' In one vol., New York, I940.

Joint compiler of:
BEATTIE, J., Exhibition of the history of anatomical illustration. Mtl., 1930.

Book reviews:
BROCKBANK, E. M., 'John Ferriar: Public Health Work, Tristram Shandy, Other Essays

and Verses'. 'William Osler: His Interest in Ferriar', Biographical Notes. London, 1950.
37. Hist. Med., 1953, VIII, 0-I1I.

CROWE, S. J., 'Halsted ofJohn Hopkins, the man and his men', Springfield, Ill., Thomas,
1957. Bull. Hist. Med., 1957, xxXI, 582-3.

GNUDI, MARTHA T., and WEBSTER,J. P., 'The life and times of Gaspare Tagliacozzi,
New York, Reichner, I950. 3. Hist. Med., 1954, IX, 123-4.

MALLOCH, A., 'Short years; the life and letters ofJohn Bruce MacCallum, M.D., i876-I906'.
Chicago, I938. Canad. Med. Ass. 3., 1938, XXXVIII, 312 and 314.

Society Reports
THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE

THE Report of Proceedings of the Session 1958-9 reveals that the Society pursues its
active existence with excellent attendances at its meetings when papers ofhigh quality
are given. At the Annual General Meeting held in October 1958 at Newcastle-upon-
Tyne, the second meeting of the Society to be held there, Dr. W. S. Mitchell was
unanimously re-elected President for a second session. This meeting was noteworthy
in that for the first time in the Society's eleven years of life a lady member delivered
a paper. Mrs. Mitchell, wife of the President, gave a charming account of the recipes
and household remedies of a Northumberland lady, Jane Loraine, dated I685.
Dr. Ian Porter also gave a sketch of the life and writings of Dr. Thomas Trotter,
Physician to the Fleet, who, born in Melrose in 1760, spent some years of his life in
Newcastle.
At the ordinary meeting held in February, Dr. John Ritchie spoke on the influence

of folk-medicine on the early use of digitalis. This important contribution appears in
full in the Report which also contains a synopsis of the paper by Mr. A. L. Goodall
on Granville Sharp Pattison, the distinguished but argumentative Glasgow anatomist.
The summer meeting was held in Paisley when homage was paid to the memory of
Dr. Robert Watt compiler of the great Bibliotheca Britannica, the original MS. ofwhich
is in the keeping of Paisley Public Library.
The usual medico-historical notes and book notices with two appendices complete

the Report. The appendices give the contents of the exhibitions shown at the Paisley
meeting and at the Royal Medical Society, Edinburgh, on the occasion of the Joint
Meeting of the British and Canadian Medical Associations in Edinburgh in July
1959, when the Section of Medical History met in the historic Hall of that Society.
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