ORAL HISTORY

Reminiscence, life history, memories; making sense of life’s experiences is an
integral feature of the ageing process. Gerontologists and those interested and
concerned to understand and improve the situation of older people are aware
of the importance of biography and its part in the development and transmis-
sion of self perceptions in later life.

For the oral historian the substance and meaning of reminiscence provides a
rich source of evidence about the past — springing as it does from a living
memory. But the past revealed through oral history differs from the past which
is to be discovered in documents and the official record. Oral history allows us
to hear the voices of those who escaped the formal records and to see the past
through new perspectives, those of women, children, the oppressed, the
migrant and the dispossessed and of course the more powerful in society.

The Oral History Society, the most active central group co-ordinating and
communicating with the many people now interested in oral history, welcomes
new members from amongst the readers of Ageing and Society. We feel that we
have much common ground and many mutually interesting avenues to explore.
Membership of the Oral History Society brings the twice-yearly journal Oral
History and news of the two national meetings organised each year. The editors
welcome contributions, correspondence and news and would be interested to
include articles from gerontologists working in a variety of settings.

Membership of the Oral History Society is:

£5.00 a year (U.K. members) £8.00 (Overseas $16.50 U.S.A.). Further in-
formation including membership forms can be obtained from the Treasurer,
Ms B. Westover, Oral History Society, Department of Sociology, University
of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, CO4 3SQ.

Articles, correspondence or news items for Oral History should be sent to the
editors, Paul Thompson and Joanna Bornat at the above address
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All contributions and correspondence should be sent to: Malcolm L. Johnson, The Editor,
Ageing and Society, Policy Studies Institute, 1-2 Castle Lane, London SW1E 6DR, England.
All books for review should be sent to: Rex Taylor, M.R.C. Medical Sociology Unit,
Westburn Road, Aberdeen ABg 2ZE, Scotland.

General approach

Authors are asked to bear in mind the multi-disciplinary and international nature of the
readership when writing their contribution. In particular, care should be taken to draw out
the implications of the analysis for readers in other fields, other countries, and other disci-
plines. Jargon specific to a particular discipline or country should be avoided, and definitions
should be provided for words which might be unfamiliar to some readers.

Articles should generally contain between 5,000 and 10,000 words, although longer or
shorter articles may be accepted by arrangement with the Editor.

Submission of an article is taken to imply that it has not previously been published, and is
not being considered for publication elsewhere. If an author is publishing a related article
elsewhere, this fact should be stated. Contributors of articles or reviews accepted for publica-
tion will be asked to assign copyright, on certain conditions, to Cambridge University Press.

Preparation of manuscript
Authors of papers should send three copies of their article and keep one copy of the typescript
for correcting proofs.

Contributions (articles, review articles, reviews) should be clearly typed on one side of the
paper only using a conventional size of paper, preferably A4. All material should be typed
double-spaced with generous margins.

The title of the article and the author’s name and affiliation should be typed on a separate
page at the beginning of the article. The title only should appear on the next page, which
should contain an abstract of between one and two hundred words.

Style

References to books and articles should be numbered consecutively throughout the text and
typed separately in number order at the end of the article. Bibliographic citations should
include the following details: in the case of books, the author or authors, the full title,
publisher, place of publication and date; in the case of articles, the author or authors, the
title and full name of the journal, volume, year and page reference (first and last page).
References should be typed using the following style.

1. Hendricks, J. and Hendricks, C. D. Ageing in mass society: myths and realities. Winthrop
Publishers, Cambridge, Mass., 1977.

2. Walker, A. The social creation of poverty and dependency in old age. Journal of Social
Policy, 9, 1980, 49-75.

Footnotes should be avoided if at all possible; when they must occur they should be
numbered along with the references.

Tables and figures should be clearly laid out, numbered consecutively, and designed to
fit on a page 234mm X 155mm. Vertical lines between columns should be omitted, and
horizontal lines limited to the top and bottom of the table, with an additional one below the
column headings. Totals and percentages should be labelled, and units identified. Every
table or figure should have a title and at least one reference in the text to indicate its location.

Proofreading of the manuscript

First proofs may be read and corrected by contributors provided that they can give the
Editor an address through which they can be reached without delay and can guarantee to
return the corrected proofs to the Editor by airmail where appropriate, within seven days of
receiving them. The master proof will always be sent direct to the Editor by the printer;
contributors will receive duplicates.

Authors will receive 25 offprints of their article free of charge; additional copies may be
purchased if ordered at proof stage.
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