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Since the Personal Responsibility and Work

Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 was

enacted, policy makers and academics from a

broad range of disciplines have debated and

researched the implications of welfare reform in

the United States. Most of the attention, however,

has focused on urban rather than rural America.

Welfare Reform in Persistent Rural Poverty eyam-

ines welfare participants who live in chronically

poor rural areas of the United States.

Kathleen Pickering and her colleagues look at

welfare reform as it has been experienced in

four rural and impoverished regions of the United

States: American Indian reservations in South

Dakota, the Rio Grande region, Appalachian

Kentucky, and the Mississippi Delta. Throughout

these areas the rhetoric of reform created expec-

tations of new opportunities to find decent work

and receive education and training. In fact, these

expectations have largely gone unfulfilled as

welfare reform has failed to penetrate poor areas

where low-income families remain isolated from

the economic mainstream of American society.

Welfare Reform in Persistent Rural Poverty sheds

welcome light on the opportunities and chal-

lenges that welfare reform has imposed on low-

income families situated in disadvantaged areas.

Combining both qualitative and quantitative

research, it will be an excellent guide for scholars

and practitioners alike seeking to address the

problem of poverty in rural America.
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"Combining a detailed multi-
country historical overview
with a theoretical summary
that is essential reading for

anyone wishing to understand
the real 'state' of the modern

welfare state. Beyond the
Welfare State? is a tour de force

of comparative analysis."

— Mark Blyth,
The Johns Hopkins University

BEYOND THE WELFARE STATE?
THE NEW POLITICAL ECONOMY OF WELFARE

THIRD EDITION

Christopher Pierson

Co-published with Polity Press

Over the past decade, Beyond the Welfare State?

has become established as the key text on the

emergence and development of welfare states.

It offers a comprehensive and remarkably well-

informed introduction to the ever more intense

debates that surround the history and, still more

importantly, the future of welfare in advanced

industrialized states.

Comprehensively revised and re-written, the

third edition of the book embraces all of the most

important theoretical and empirical developments

in welfare state studies of recent years. Working

within an explicitly comparative framework, the

book draws on a wealth of international evidence

to survey what are now the most pressing issues

surrounding the future of welfare: among them,

globalization, demographic change, declining fertil-

ity, postindustrialism and immigration. It draws

extensively on the explosion of work on welfare

states that has emerged within the North American

political science community over the past ten years

as well as giving detailed attention to develop-

ments with the UK, continental and northern

Europe, and beyond.

The third edition of Beyond the Welfare State?

remains the most comprehensive and up-to-date

guide to the complex of issues that surround wel-

fare reform. It will be required reading for anyone

who wants to come to terms with what is really at

stake in arguments about the future of welfare.
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AMERICAN GUESTWORKERS
JAMAICANS AND MEXICANS IN THE U. S.
LABOR MARKET
David Griffith

"Unlike the pundits who debate immigration

policy within the context of border security or

labor markets, David Griffith focuses on the his-

tory and evolution of the H-2 program, examining

the efficacy of actual guestworker policies and

their effects on migrant workers. The value

of American Guestworkers lies in the author's

argument that local history can influence global

processes. Throughout the book, Griffith proves

his point by moving effortlessly between analy-

sis of the local and national issues related to the

H-2 program."

—Elzbieta M. Gozdziak,

Georgetown University

The H-2 program, originally based in Florida, is

the longestrunning labor-importation program in

the country. Over the course of a quarter-century

of research, Griffith studied rural labor processes

and their national and international effects. In

this book, he examines the socioeconomic effects

of the H-2 program on both the areas where the

laborers work and the areas they are from, and,

taking a uniquely humanitarian stance, he consid-

ers the effects of the program on the laborers

themselves.
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