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Editors’ Notes

EDITORS’ REPORT, SEPTEMBER 2014

Every even-numbered year represents the time of transition at the editorial offices of
The Journal of Economic History. The year 2014 witnessed more changes than previous
years. After four years of outstanding service as co-editor (including two years as senior
editor), Jean-Laurent Rosenthal is concluding his term and after eight years of nonpareil
service as production editor, Sabrina De Jaegher is transferring the reins. Additionally,
after two years of sterling service as book review editor for the Americas, Martha Bailey
is ending her term. We offer our sincere thanks to each for excellent work and dedica-
tion on our behalf.

Ann Carlos has begun a four-year term as the co-editor for Eurasia articles. Paul
Rhode has assumed the job as senior editor as well as continuing to serve as the rest-of-
the-world co-editor. The editorial offices have moved from Pasadena, California to Ann
Arbor, Michigan and Sally Sztrecska has taken over as production editor. John Murray
is now the book review editor for the Americas. We are thankful to Timothy Guinnane
who has continued to serve as the book review editor for rest-of -the world during this
time of transition.

We have benefited from the expert guidance and advice of our Board of Editors and
the more than 200 referees. “Graduating seniors” of the Board include Peter Rousseau,
Melissa Thomasson, William Summerhill, and Ken Pomeranz; we thank them profusely
for their service. The incoming frosh include Juliette Levy, Frank Lewis, Anne Murphy,
John Murray, Jonathan Rose, and Patrick Wallis. Each will serve a four-year term.
Gillian Greenough continues as our liaison with Cambridge University Press and her
help in the editing and distribution process is greatly appreciated. More than 60 scholars
contributed book reviews. The editorial office is grateful to all who helped the The
Journal of Economic History (JOURNAL) over this past year.

The number of submissions to the JournaL slightly increased last year from 144 to
159 (see Table 1). Careful readers will note that the numbers reported for past years
differ from those presented in previous editors’ reports. Each new senior editor faces
difficulties reproducing the exact methods and statistics of the previous editors. Our
current “improved” estimates indicate the past editors handled even more papers than
they had claimed. (One hypothesis—consistent with the available evidence—is that
they relied on data from the Manuscript Central reporting system that tabulated only
what the referees reviewed, not all that passed before their own eyes. This oversight
was due perhaps to overwork or perhaps to a desire to forget some of what they had
seen.) In any case, the numbers in Table 1 are higher than in past versions but the
trends are similar. The publication ratio displayed is the number of refereed papers and
notes published in the current year divided by the number of new papers submitted
in the previous year. In 2013-2014 we published 32 refereed pieces. The ratio of
this year’s publications to the past year’s new submissions is in line with the recent
past.

Table 2 reports the response-time statistics for the corresponding sample. To place
the numbers into context, our goal is to have a decision back to the author within 90
days. Our means and medians typically range between 70 and 90 days. This year’s
performance has been roughly on par with other years—the median response time of
75 days overall and of 79 days for new submissions. (Note these numbers are truncated
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TABLE 1
PUBLICATION RATES
Published Ratio
(September—June) New Submissions PtNS t-1

2008-2009 31 147 —
2009-2010 31 180 0.21
2010-2011 32 152 0.18
20112012 32 153 0.21
2012-2013 31 144 0.20
2013-2014 32 159 0.22

at 1 August for the current year.) The minimum response time was four days and the
maximum was 243. We apologize for the long delays in the latter case and will seek to
do better in the future.

The distributions of submissions are documented in Table 3 on eras, Table 4 on
regions, and Table 5 on topics. Coverage remains broad. As with last year, there has
been a growing number and share of submissions for the twenty-first century. The popu-
larity of North American listing remains low relative to the JourRNAL’s long history.
Topics on growth appear to be in decline. Labor is also down. Otherwise coverage is
quite similar to that in the recent past.

At the 2013 Economic History Association (EHA) meeting, the JOURNAL’s editors
recommended and the EHA board of trustees approved a new policy to make publica-
tion conditional on archiving the data sufficient to replicate the results in the accepted
articles. The new rules read:

It is the policy of The Journal of Economic History to publish
papers only if the data used in the analysis are clearly and precisely
documented and are readily available to any researcher for purposes
of replication. Authors of accepted papers must archive, prior to
publication, the data, programs, and other details of the computations
sufficient to permit replication. These will be archived at ICPSR and a
stable URL link to these data will be published with each article. The
Editors should be notified at the time of submission if the data used in
a paper are proprietary or if, for some other reason, the requirements
above cannot be met.

As soon as possible after acceptance, authors are expected to deposit
their data, programs, and sufficient details to permit replication with
ICPSR. Questions regarding any aspect of this policy should be
forwarded to the Journal Editor.

Our work with Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

to implement this policy has been subject to unfortunate but not unexpected delays. We
are looking forward to launching the new data archiving policy in early 2015.
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TABLE 2
RESPONSE TIME STATISTICS

Decision Time (in Days)

Year Minimum Maximum Mean Median

All submissions

2008/2009 3 241 69 77

2009/2010 1 175 77 83

2010/2011 1 273 73 76

2011/2012 1 232 77 79

2012/2013 2 237 80 78

2013/2014 4 243 76 75
New

2008/2009 3 241 60 76

2009/2010 1 175 82 86

2010/2011 1 273 82 84

2011/2012 1 232 84 85

2012/2013 2 237 86 85

2013/2014 4 243 80 79

TABLE 3
DISTRIBUTION OF SUBMISSIONS BY ERA
2008- 2009- 2010- 2011- 2012- 2013-

Eras 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Pre-seventeenth century 22 23 24 26 27 22
Seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries 45 48 52 48 40 39
Nineteenth century 106 112 93 99 93 84
Twentieth century 87 104 87 94 109 87
Twenty-first century 6 11 11 11 15 16
Not applicable 4 5 6 6 2 2

TOTAL 270 303 273 284 286 250
Percent

Pre-seventeenth century 8.1 7.6 8.8 9.2 9.4 8.8
Seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries 16.7 15.8 19.0 16.9 14.0 15.6
Nineteenth century 393 37.0 34.1 34.9 325 33.6
Twentieth century 32.2 343 31.9 33.1 38.1 34.8
Twenty-first century 2.2 3.6 4.0 3.9 52 6.4
Not applicable 1.5 1.7 2.2 2.1 0.7 0.8

Note: Multiple selections per submission possible.
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TABLE 4
DISTRIBUTION OF SUBMISSIONS BY REGION

2008— 2009- 2010- 2011-  2012—  2013-

Regions 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Africa 8 10 7 7 8 8
Asia 23 22 21 22 38 19
Australia and New Zealand 3 4 1 3 8 3
Eastern Europe/Russia 8 11 14 9 12 15
Great Britain 28 43 44 34 27 36
Latin America 22 16 11 20 15 19
Middle East 6 10 9 7 12
Non-Spanish speaking Caribbean 1 5 1 1 0 4
United States and Canada 72 93 76 68 65 65
Western Europe 66 70 64 77 65 56
Not applicable 3 6 7 10 9 3
TOTAL 240 290 255 258 259 235
Percent

Africa 33 3.4 2.7 2.7 3.1 34
Asia 9.6 7.6 8.2 8.5 14.7 8.1
Australia and New Zealand 1.3 1.4 0.4 1.2 3.1 1.3
Eastern Europe/Russia 3.3 3.8 5.5 3.5 4.6 6.4
Great Britain 11.7 14.8 17.3 13.2 10.4 15.3
Latin America 9.2 5.5 43 7.8 5.8 8.1
Middle East 2.5 3.4 3.5 2.7 4.6 3.0
Non-Spanish speaking Caribbean 0.4 1.7 0.4 0.4 0.0 1.7
United States and Canada 30.0 32.1 29.8 26.4 25.1 27.7
Western Europe 27.5 24.1 25.1 29.8 25.1 23.8
Not applicable 1.3 2.1 2.7 39 35 1.3

Note: Multiple selections per submission possible.
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TABLE 5
DISTRIBUTION OF SUBMISSIONS BY TOPICS

2008-  2009-  2010-  2011-  2012-  2013-

Topics 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Agriculture 17 20 16 16 18 24
Demography 16 17 15 13 18 25
Growth 40 32 38 39 40 26
History of thought 3 5 8 2 5 3
Industry 14 15 15 19 19 20
International trade, finance 25 30 22 24 30 31
Labor 42 43 26 26 25 22
Money and macro 25 24 16 23 21 17
Other 17 16 23 23 11 22
Political economy 33 43 44 45 42 36
Private finance, capital markets 19 30 33 28 23 19
Public finance 6 19 20 16 14 17
Technology 13 18 20 13 10 9
Urban and regional 7 13 9 9 14 10
TOTAL 277 325 305 296 290 281
Percent
Agriculture 6.1 6.2 5.2 54 6.2 8.5
Demography 5.8 52 4.9 44 6.2 8.9
Growth 144 9.8 12.5 13.2 13.8 9.3
History of thought 1.1 1.5 2.6 0.7 1.7 1.1
Industry 5.1 4.6 4.9 6.4 6.6 7.1
International trade, finance 9.0 9.2 7.2 8.1 10.3 11.0
Labor 15.2 13.2 8.5 8.8 8.6 7.8
Money and macro 9.0 7.4 52 7.8 7.2 6.0
Other 6.1 4.9 7.5 7.8 3.8 7.8
Political economy 11.9 13.2 14.4 15.2 14.5 12.8
Private finance, capital markets 6.9 9.2 10.8 9.5 7.9 6.8
Public finance 2.2 5.8 6.6 5.4 4.8 6.0
Technology 4.7 5.5 6.6 4.4 34 32
Urban and regional 2.5 4.0 3.0 3.0 4.8 3.6

Note: Multiple selections per submission possible.
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Referees for 2013 were:

Ran Abramitzky
Olivier Accominotti
Brian A’Hearn
Douglas Allen
Robert Allen

Lee J. Alston
George Alter
Michael Anderson
Manuela Angelucci
Martha Bailey
Gerben Bakker
Molly Ball

Joerg Baten
Arnold Bauer

Luis Bertola

Hoyt Bleakley
Howard Bodenhorn
Dan Bogart
Michael Bordo
Maristella Botticini
Leah Boustan

Sue Bowden

Fabio Braggion
Leah Brooks
Carsten Burhop
Colleen Callahan
Charles Calomiris
Cameron Campbell
Davide Cantoni
Ann Carlos

Mark A. Carlson
Susan Carter
Marco Casari

Christophe Chamley

Editors’ Notes

Eric Chaney

Latika Chaudhary
Livia Chitu
Francesco Cinnirella
Gregory Clark
Karen Clay

Dora Costa

Gary Cox

Nicholas Crafts

Lee A. Craig

Neil Cummins
Tomas Cvrcek

Neil De Marchi
Adeline Delavande
Tracy K. Dennison
Mark Dincecco
Christian Dippel
Mauricio Drelichman
Martin Dribe

Alan Dye

Maura Dykstra
Shari Eli

David Eltis
Katherine Ericksson

Jose-Antonio Espin-Sanchez

Rui Esteves
Johannes Fedderke
Giovanni Federico
James Fenske
Alexander Field
Price Fishback
Marc Flandreau
Juan Flores
Mauricio Font
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James Foreman-Peck
Jonathan Fox
Zephyr Frank
Carola Frydman
Oscar Gelderblom
Marilyn Gerriets
Dror Goldberg
Kathryn Graddy
Ugo Gragnolati
David Greasley
Michael Greenwood
Amanda Gregg
Avner Greif
Farley Grubb
Mark Guglielmo
Timothy Guinnane
Bishnupriya Gupta
Theresa Gutberlet
Myron Gutmann
Stephen Haber

J. David Hacker
Michael Haines
Christopher Hanes
Anne Hanley
Walker Hanlon
Leslie Hannah

C. Knick Harley
Bernard Harris
Mariko Hatase
Timothy Hatton
Joshua Hausman

Alfonso Herranz-Loncan

Eric Hilt

Philip Hoffman
Richard Hornbeck
Yifei Huang
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Joseph Inikori
Douglas Irwin
Gonzalo Islas
Lakshmi Iyer
David Jacks
Matthew Jaremski
Taylor Jaworski
Joost Jonker
Shawn Kantor

Ian Keay

Morgan Kelly
Lionel Kesztenbaum
Zorina Khan
Sukkoo Kim
Christopher Kingston
Hebert Klein
Gerhard Kling
Michael Kopsidis
James Kai-sing Kung
Timur Kuran
Joanna Lahey
Naomi Lamoreaux
Markus Lampe
Ryan Lampe

John Landon-Lane
Changkeun Lee
Chulhee Lee
Juliette Levy
Philip Levy

Frank Lewis

J. B. Lewis

Gary Libecap

Erik Lindberg
Peter Lindert
Trevon Logan

Moramay Lopez-Alonso
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Dean Lueck

Debin Ma

Christine MacLeod
Karen Macours
Thomas Maloney
Daniel Marcin
Robert Margo
Carlos Marichal
Martine Mariotti
Andrei Markevich
Noel Maurer

Judith McDonald
Tan W. McLean
Christopher Meissner
Chris Minns

David Mitch

Kris Mitchener
Sonia Mittal
Carolyn Moehling
Joel Mokyr

Eric Monnet

Noga Morag-Levine
Chiaki Moriguchi
Petra Moser
Bernardo Mueller
Steven Nafziger
Kanda Naknoi

Pilar Nogues-Marco
Alessandro Nuvolari
Cormac O Grada
Anthony Patrick O’Brien
Kerry A. Odell
Sheilagh Ogilvie
Trevor O’Grady
Claudia Olivetti
Alan L. Olmstead
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Martha L. Olney
Kevin O’Rourke
Laura Panza

Heejin Park

John Parman

Luciano Pezzolo
Florian Ploeckl

Gilles Postel-Vinay
Natacha Postel-Vinay
Leandro Prados de la Escosura
Douglas J. Puffert
Stephen Quinn
Ahmed Rahman

Ian Read

Sarah Reber

Angela Redish

Alice Reid

Paul Rhode

Gary Richardson
Hugh Rockoff
Jonathan Rose
Jean-Laurent Rosenthal
Tirthankar Roy

Jared Rubin
Elisabeth Sadoulet
Laura Salisbury
Isabel Schnabel
Max-Stephan Schulze
Andrew Seltzer
Martin Shanahan
Carol Shiue

James Simpson
Richard Smith
Kenneth A. Snowden
Peter Solar

Myung Soo Cha

https://doi.org/10.1017/50022050715000091 Published online by Cambridge University Press

257


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0022050715000091

258

David Stasavage
Richard Steckel
James Stewart
Jochen Streb

David Stromberg
Koleman Strumpf
William Summerhill
Nathan Sussman
Dhanoos Sutthiphisal
Richard Sylla

Ellis Tallman

John Tang

Alan M. Taylor
Melissa Thomasson
Giovanni Toniolo
Francois Velde

Bart Verspagen
Nico Voigtlaender
Oliver Volckart
Keith Walden
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Daniel Waldenstrom
John Wallis

Patrick Wallis
Marianne Wanamaker
Marc Weidenmier
David Weiman
Barry R. Weingast
Jacob Weisdorf
Thomas Weiss
David C. Wheelock
Eugene White

Sven Wilson

Susan Wolcott
Nikolaus Wolf

R. Bin Wong
Donghyu Yang
Nuala Zahedieh

Ben Zamzow

Peter Zeitz

Nicolas Ziebarth
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