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A Nine -Year- Old
Earning His Own Way

LEWIS FRICKE is a nine-year-old Indiana boy
-* who makes money each week by selling T H E

SATURDAY EVENING POST. He recently wrote to
the publishers: . . "There are three big concerns
here employing thousands of people. I went to the
superintendent of the largest one and asked whether
he ever let boys sell things there. He said, 'No.' I
told him I was sorry, and asked him to take a copy
with my compliments. The next week I went back
and asked him how he liked it. He said, 'Bully! I
guess you can leave it here each week.' Then I said,
'I am working for a prize; don't you think you can

let me go through the works at the noon hour? He said, 'Well, I guess it is a
good thing for the men—go ahead.' I got more than 50 regular customers.
Then I went to the next place and by working the same plan got 40 more.

"At the third place the gentleman looked at THE POST and said, in a sort
of 'chesty' way, 'I am not sure that this is the highest form of literature.' I
said: 'I am not either, but I guess it's a heap better than anything published
in this vicinity.' Another gentleman who was there laughed very loud, and
both bought copies. The next week he introduced me to the head of one of
the departments as'Mr. Fricke, the personal representative of Benjamin Franklin,'
and told him to help me along, and I got another lot of customers.

" I expect to get through the High School when I am sixteen, and I am
going to earn enough money through this plan to go to college. I have
already got quite a lot saved up."

ANY BOY willing to do a few hours' work on Fridays and Satur-
days can earn money by this plan. More than 6000 boys do so
each week. Some make $15.00 a week. You can start at once.
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COVER: A YOUNG MAN OF BUSINESS. Lewis Fricke, featured in this
advertisement from The Saturday Evening Post, was typical of the boys orga-
nized by the magazine's Circulation Bureau to sell the Post in their neighbor-
hoods. His letter embodies the "wide-awake " entrepreneurship that the Post
sought both to use and to foster among American youth. For an article on the
Post boys, see pp. 185-215. (Photograph courtesy of the Library of Congress.)

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811


Business History Review
PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE HARVARD BUSINESS SCHOOL

VOLUME 61 NUMBER 2 SUMMER 1987

ARTICLES
JAN COHN The Business Ethic for Boys: The Saturday Evening

Post and the Post Boys 185

ALEXA BENSON HENDERSON Heman E. Perry and Black
Enterprise in Atlanta, 1908-1925 216

CRAIG MINER The New Wave, the Old Guard, and the Bank
Committee: William J. Grede at J. I. Case Company,
1953-1961 243

AUGUSTUS J. VEENENDAAL, JR. The Kansas City Southern

Railway and the Dutch Connection 291

EDITOR'S CORNER 317

EXHIBIT REVIEW
"Engines of Change": An Exhibition on the American Industrial

Revolution at the National Museum of American History,
Smithsonian Institution. Reviewed by Glenn Porter 320

BOOK REVIEWS
Berg, Maxine, The Age of Manufactures: Industry, Innovation and

Work in Britain, 1700-1820. Reviewed by Ann Kussmaul 349
Bordin, Ruth, Frances Willard: A Biography. Reviewed by K. Austin

Kerr 327
Bremner, Robert H., Gary W. Reichard, and Richard J. Hopkins,

eds., American Choices: Social Dilemmas and Public Policy since
1960. Reviewed by Edward D. Berkowitz 345

Forster, Ben, A Conjunction of Interests: Business, Politics, and
Tariffs, 1825-1879. Reviewed by Peter George 346

Gillingham, John, Industry and Politics in the Third Reich: Ruhr Coal,
Hitler, and Europe. Reviewed by Elaine Glovka Spencer 357

Hall, Max, Harvard University Press: A History. Reviewed by Michael
W. Anesko 337

Hannah, Leslie, Inventing Retirement: The Development of
Occupational Pensions in Britain. Reviewed by Steven A. Sass 351

Hao, Yen-p'ing, The Commercial Revolution in Nineteenth-Century
China: The Rise of Sino-Western Mercantile Capitalism. Reviewed
by Lillian M. Li 360

(continued on next page)

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811


Hindle, Brooke, and Steven Lubar, Engines of Change: The American
Industrial Revolution, 1790-1860. Reviewed by Gary J. Kornblith 325

Holtfrerich, Carl-Ludwig, The German Inflation, 1914-1923: Causes
and Effects in International Perspective. Reviewed by Raymond G.
Stokes 358

Howell, Martha C , Women, Production, and Patriarchy in Late
Medieval Cities. Reviewed by David Herlihy 348

Hughes, Jonathan, The Vital Few: The Entrepreneur and American
Economic Progress. Reviewed by James Oliver Robertson 332

Kuhn, Arthur J., GM Passes Ford, 1918-1938: Designing the General
Motors Performance-Control System. Reviewed by Thomas G.
Marx 334

Livingston, James, Origins of the Federal Reserve System: Money,
Class, and Corporate Capitalism, 1890-1913. Reviewed by Emily
S. Rosenberg 323

Olien, Roger M., and Diana Davids Olien, Life in the Oil Fields.
Reviewed by Donald Chaput 331

Painter, David S., Oil and the American Century: The Political
Economy of U.S. Foreign Oil Policy, 1941-1954. Reviewed by
Stephen J. Randall 342

Platt, D.C.M., Britain's Investment Overseas on the Eve of the First
World War: The Use and Abuse of Numbers. Reviewed by Mira
Wilkins 353

Schafer, Hermann, Regionale Wirtschaftspolitik in der
Kriegswirtschaft: Staat, Industrie und Verbande wdhrend des
Ertsen Weltkrieges in Baden. Reviewed by Franz Mathis 360

Solomon, Steven, Small Business U.S.A.: The Role of Small Companies
in Sparking America's Economic Transformation. Reviewed by
Stuart Bruchey 340

Ward, James A., Railroads and the Character of America, 1820-1887.
Reviewed by Daniel J. Mclnerney 329

Wheeler, William Bruce, and Michael J. McDonald, TV A and the
Tellico Dam, 1936-1979: A Bureaucratic Crisis in Post-Industrial
America. Reviewed by Robert W. Garnet 341

White, John H., The Great Yellow Fleet: A History of American
Railroad Refrigerator Cars. Reviewed by Margaret Walsh 328

Woronoff, Denis, L'Industrie siderurgique en France pendant la
Revolution et I'Empire. Reviewed by Donald M. Reid 355

Zeiger, Robert H., American Workers, American Unions, 1920-1985.
Reviewed by Daniel Nelson 336

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811


OTHER BOOKS RECEIVED 363

The Business History Review (ISSN 0007-6805) is published in the spring,
summer, autumn, and winter by the Harvard Business School and is printed
at the Office of the University Publisher. Address communications concerning
manuscripts, changes of address, and subscription inquiries to the Business
History Review, Teele Hall 304, Harvard Business School, Soldiers Field,
Boston, MA 02163. Send rights and permissions inquiries to Audrey Barrett,
Morgan Hall 41, at the HBS address. The editorial telephone number is (617)
495-6154. Editorial guidelines for contributors are printed in the Editor's
Corner of the spring 1984 issue. Subscription rates are: individuals, $22.50;
institutions, $27.50; students, $15.00; all subscriptions outside the United
States and Canada, $27.50.

Back issues are available from our office for $7.50, postpaid. A six-year Index
to volume 51 (1977) through volume 56 (1982) can also be obtained for $5.00
postpaid. This Index provides detailed author, title, proper name, and subject
entries for our articles, notes, and reviews.

Notice of failure to receive issues must reach this office no later than six
months after the date of mailing. Second-class postage paid at Boston, Massa-
chusetts. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Teele Hall address
given above.

The Business History Review disclaims responsibility for statements of fact
and opinion made by its contributors.

© 1987 by The President and Fellows of Harvard College. All rights reserved.

(continued on next page)

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811


CONTRIBUTORS

JAN COHN, who is Dean of the Faculty at Trinity College, has taught
American literature and American studies at Carnegie-Mellon University and
George Mason University. Her principal interest lies in American popular
culture, and she has written books on the American house, Mary Roberts
Rinehart, and on popular romance. She is currently completing a study of The
Saturday Evening Post during the editorship of George Horace Lorimer.

ALEXA BENSON HENDERSON is professor of history and chair of the
Division of General Education at Clark College in Atlanta. She received her
Ph.D. from Georgia State University. She has contributed articles on Atlanta's
black entrepreneurial history to professional journals, and she is coauthor of a
report on Sweet Auburn: The Thriving Hub of Black Atlanta, 1900-1960 (1982).
Professor Henderson at present is completing a book on the history of the
Atlanta Life Insurance Company.

CRAIG MINER is professor of history at Wichita State University. His pub-
lications include The Corporation and the Indian: Tribal Sovereignty and
Industrial Civilization in Indian Territory (1976), Wichita: The Early Years
(1982), The Rebirth df the Missouri Pacific, 1956-1983 (1984), and West of
Wichita: Settling the High Plains of Kansas, 1865-1890. Miner is currently
working on a biography of William J. Grede.

AUGUSTUS J. VEENENDAAL, JR., a native of the Netherlands, studied
history at Utrecht University and received his Ph.D. in 1976 from Nymegen
University. He is the editor of the multivolume correspondence of Anthonie
Heinsius, Grand Pensionary of Holland, 1702-20, for the Government Com-
mission on National History at The Hague, Netherlands. He has published
several articles on railroad history and especially on Dutch financial involve-
ment in the American railroad network. He is now writing a book on this
subject covering 1850 to 1914.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811



