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® The Saturday Evening Post and the Post boys

® A black entrepreneur in Atlanta, 1909-1925

® Management and innovation at J. I. Case

@ The Dutch and the Kansas City Southern Railway
® Introducing exhibit reviews: “Engines of Change”

—— A Nine=Year-0ld
Earning His Own Way

EWIS FRICKE is a nine-year-old Indiana boy
who makes money each week by selling THE
Saturpay EveENING Post. He recently wrote to
the publishers: . . ¢«There are three big concerns
here employing thousands of people. 1 went to the
superintendent of the largest one and asked whether
he ever let boys sell things there. He said, ‘No.” 1
told him I was sorry, and asked him to take a copy
with my compliments. The next week I went back
and asked him how he liked it. He said, <Bully! I
guess you can leave it here each week.” Then I said,
' <I am working for a prize; don’t you think you can

let me go through the works at the noon hour? He said, «Well, I guess it is a
good thing for the men—go ahead.” I got more than 50 regular customers.
Then I went to the next place and by working the same plan got 40 more.

«At the third place the gentleman looked at THE Post and said, in a sort
of ¢chesty’ way, ¢I am not sure that this is the highest form of literature’ I
said: <I am not either, but I guess it’s a heap better than anything published
in this vicinity.” Another gentleman who was there laughed very loud, and
both bought copies. The next week he introduced me to the head of one of
thedepartments as ¢ Mr. Fricke, the personal representative of Benjamin Franklin,’
and told him to help me along, and I got another lot of customers.

“I expect to get through the High School when I am sixteen, and I am
going to earn enough money through this plan to go to college. I have
already got quite a lot saved up.”

ANY BOY willing to do a few hours’ work on Fridays and Satur-
days can earn money by this plan. More than 6000 boys do so
each week. Some make $15.00 a week. You can start at once.
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CovER: A YOUNG MAN OF BUSINESS. Lewis Fricke, featured in this
advertisement from The Saturday Evening Post, was typical of the boys orga-
nized by the magazine’s Circulation Bureau to sell the Post in their neighbor-
hoods. His letter embodies the “wide-awake” entrepreneurship that the Post
sought both to use and to foster among American youth. For an article on the
Post boys, see pp. 185-215. (Photograph courtesy of the Library of Congress.)
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CONTRIBUTORS

JAN COHN, who is Dean of the Faculty at Trinity College, has taught
American literature and American studies at Carnegie-Mellon University and
George Mason University. Her principal interest lies in American popular
culture, and she has written books on the American house, Mary Roberts
Rinehart, and on popular romance. She is currently completing a study of The
Saturday Evening Post during the editorship of George Horace Lorimer.

ALEXA BENSON HENDERSON is professor of history and chair of the
Division of General Education at Clark College in Atlanta. She received her
Ph.D. from Georgia State University. She has contributed articles on Atlanta’s
black entrepreneurial history to professional journals, and she is coauthor of a
report on Sweet Auburn: The Thriving Hub of Black Atlanta, 1900-1960 (1982).
Professor Henderson at present is completing a book on the history of the
Atlanta Life Insurance Company.

CRAIG MINER is professor of histary at Wichita State University. His pub-
lications include The Corporation and the Indian: Tribal Sovereignty and
Industrial Civilization in Indian Territory (1976), Wichita: The Early Years
(1982), The Rebirth of the Missouri Pacific, 1956-1983 (1984), and West of
Wichita: Settling the High Plains of Kansas, 1865-1890. Miner is currently
working on a biography of William J. Grede.

AUGUSTUS J. VEENENDAAL, JR., a native of the Netherlands, studied
history at Utrecht University and received his Ph.D. in 1976 from Nymegen
University. He is the editor of the multivolume correspondence of Anthonie
Heinsius, Grand Pensionary of Holland, 1702-20, for the Government Com-
mission on National History at The Hague, Netherlands. He has published
several articles on railroad history and especially on Dutch financial involve-
ment in the American railroad network. He is now writing a book on this
subject covering 1850 to 1914.

https://doi.org/10.1017/5S0007680500055811 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007680500055811



