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PREFACE

While this volume is based on research carried out individually for our doctoral theses
(submitted to the University of Oxford in 1976 and the University of Gottingen in 1987
respectively), preparation of the text between 1987 and 1990 has been very much a
collaborative venture. Individual authorship is indicated in the contents list, but through-
out we have exercised mutual editing, criticism, advice and encouragement to, we believe,
our common benefit. Responsibility for coordinating production of the final text and
illustrations has rested with TMD.

We wish to acknowledge the vital contribution made by those excavators and colleagues
who generously gave access to unpublished data: B. Adams, St Albans; K. Annable,
Devizes; A. Cook, London; S. Hawkes, Oxford; S. Hirst, London; F. Jenkins, Canterbury;
M. U. and W. T. Jones, Mucking; G. C. Knowles, Scunthorpe; D. Miles, Oxford; S.
Palmer, Bromley; N. Reynolds, Edinburgh; P. J. Tester, Bexley; A. Warhurst, Man-
chester; L. Webster, London; and S. West, Bury St Edmunds. The museum staff who
tirelessly produced the requested objects for inspection, as well as unsolicited but much-
needed refreshments, are too numerous to list individually, but we remember them
gratefully. TMD owes a great debt of gratitude to Mr Martin Read, who did the
computing for her analyses at the Computing Centre, University College, Cardiff, and
to Miss Sabina Thompson, who produced the inked versions for figures 7—14 and \5b-c.
HH thanks J. E. Perry and E. Stansfeld for kindly providing copies of their unpublished
dissertations and giving permission to quote from them. The discussion of shield tech-
nology benefited immensely from talks with, and information from, D. Brown, Oxford,
J. Pilcher, Belfast, G. Rapp, Oxford, and C. Salter, Oxford.

TANIA M. DICKINSON, Department of Archaeology, University of York
HEINRICH HARKE, Department of Archaeology, University of Reading
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