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sanctioned by their Presbyterian congregation, which allowed Nye to make a break with
him, though not a divorce. In the end, Hutchinson headed south in search of solace and
later died in Florida, a decade after their marriage.

The death of her husband made Susan Nye Hutchinson a widow and considerably
more independent, though she still relied upon assistance from friends and family to
move from one situation to another. Her unmarried younger sister also was a member of
the household, having joined her in 1817. After relocating in Amenia, Nye Hutchinson
returned to North Carolina to resume a teaching career without the constraints of a
husband or young children, eventually becoming the head of an academy. She had
established a firm reputation as an educator and it apparently served her well. She
saw two sons graduate from Davidson College, and her daughters married or became
teachers themselves. Tolley’s account effectively ends in the mid-1840s, although Nye
Hutchinson lived for another 22 years. She had returned to take residence in the family
farm, and although she may have taught some afterwards, it seems that she was quite
comfortable in the later stages of life. Apparently her journal entries from that period
dropped off considerably, or had not been saved.

In the end this is a revealing account of a life that may have been unusual for its
time but also reflected prevailing attitudes and expectations for white women during
a time of social and economic change. Susan Nye was able to utilize teaching to forge
a life independent of her family and immediate community, in a region quite foreign
in many respects, yet bound by religious and social ties that spanned the still growing
nation. Kim Tolley does a fine job of weaving these disparate elements into a coherent
and compelling narrative, one that intrigues as much as it informs. While many ques-
tions about the lives of antebellum women remain, this book sheds new light upon their
ability to break or bend the bounds of place and convention. We need more such studies
to offer additional insights into women who changed the world in innumerably personal
ways.

Joun L. Rury, University of Kansas
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Morrison. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014. Pp. xxii, 257. $34.95,
cloth.
doi: 10.1017/S0022050716001182

True Yankees looks at four men and one woman from long established Massachusetts
families who helped form the American national identity while they lived and worked
in China and the Pacific islands. Through their efforts, consciously or not, they
helped establish the new nation’s place as an independent country. Dane A. Morrison
looks at the writings of the first generation of American China traders, including
Samuel Shaw, Amasa Delano, and Edmund Fanning and compares their ideas with
the views of Robert Forbes and Harriett Low who grew up in an established United
States but whose ideas about the world were far less empathetic than the earlier
generation’s.

Discussing each of his travelers independently and explaining their travels, experi-
ences, and interactions with Pacific islanders and Asians, Morrison ties the chapters
and personalities together with “Interludes” between chapters that extrapolate on the
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importance of their contributions to American national identity. All five of the merchants
and travelers published accounts of their adventures and experiences, as well as gave
lectures. Their publications followed the style of earlier British writers as they described
the people they met and the places they visited. The subjects of Morrison’s work spent
most of their time in the Macao and Canton regions of southeastern China ranging
from several weeks to several years with some journeys being separated by a number
of years. The experiences of these ex-patriots included an attempted takeover of Nuku
Hiva in Polynesia, trading opium on the eve of the First Opium War, and serving as a
caregiver for an American trader. Despite their different reasons for being in what was
known as the South Seas, a common feature of the five sojourners was that they sought
acceptance by Europeans and Asians as citizens of a new country with great promise.

Starting with Samuel Shaw’s 1784—-1794 experiences in China and ending with
Robert Forbes’s encounters with the Chinese at the start of the Opium War, the book
shows how the Americans in Asia formed their own society and how they developed
friendships with Europeans involved in similar businesses in China. The associations
between the Americans and the Europeans grew out of necessity as the early American
desires to trade in China needed the assistance of, for example, the British, French,
and Dutch who taught the Americans how to maneuver through the Chinese bureau-
cracy. The Chinese found the Americans easier to work with and less demanding than
the Europeans, permitting the Americans to develop good relationships with the local
population.

The five people in Morrison’s book considered themselves to be staunchly American.
They believed in the importance of making sure that the United States was looked upon
by other nations as a country to be worked with on an equal footing. There is no doubt
that this is accurate; however, what needs to be taken into consideration is how much
their overseas experiences influenced their decisions. Did the Americans who lived in
the South Seas community become “more American,” so to speak, precisely because
of their expatriate status? Those who lived far from their families and friends often
adopted some customs and languages of the lands where they lived. Expatriates could
not keep themselves isolated and still expect to be accepted by the local population and
the people from other nations. Learning the customs, languages, and habits of those
around them was vital to business and social success. Without the personal interactions
with the foreign communities, the lives of expatriates could be extremely lonely and
even dangerous if problems arose in the overseas nations.

Morrison credits the expatriates with defining the True Yankee and it is indeed fasci-
nating that the image of the American comes from those not a part of society in the home
country. How were the writings and lectures given by the five people that the author
covers received by those in the United States? When they returned to their homes, were
they able to blend back into society or did they, in some manner, seem different to their
friends and relatives who never lived overseas? The experience of living in a different
country is often a life changing event and how their lives overseas changed them is
something to consider.

A few other questions come to mind about the American expatriates living around
the South Seas, such as how many Americans lived overseas and whether or not the
five subjects of this book interacted with people who lived in Asia as British subjects
before the Revolution and as American citizens after the war? Did the Americans in
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Asia combine their self-identity with a national identity, especially considering that
many of them hoped to earn their /ac (the minimum needed to establish a family in
comfort)? Did their long absences from family, friends, and the United States make the
new nation seem more idealized?

Morrison provides readers with four men’s views of life overseas, yet only one
woman’s experiences. How representative was Harriet Low of the women who lived
in southeastern China, India, or elsewhere? She appeared to complain about many
things; was that common for American women? The book is an interesting look at a few
Americans who sought their riches in the overseas markets of Asia and the Pacific. It
opens other opportunities to research the lives of expatriate Americans about how they
lived, how they experienced foreign cultures, and what impact the experiences had on
their lives and futures, and even on how they viewed the United States.

DiaNna L. Aumap, Missouri University of Science and Technology
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Michael Thompson’s book is a detailed study of the dock-workers of antebellum
Charleston. For a large part of the colonial and antebellum eras enslaved men dominated
this sector of the economy though, in the 1850s, they would face sustained and effective
competition from immigrant Irish workers. Thompson’s book is therefore a nice addi-
tion to the historiography of urban slavery.

We have known for a long time that ¢.100,000 enslaved people lived and worked
in southern cities and as such had lives that departed significantly from the plantation
slaves who constituted the vast majority of the enslaved labor force. The work of urban
slaves was more varied and provided opportunities for interaction with other slaves,
free blacks, visitors, and non-slaveholding whites. We have had studies of enslaved
workers in specific industries before, such as Charles Dew’s Bond of Iron: Masters
and Slaves at Buffalo Forge (New York: W.W. Norton, 1994), but not in urban envi-
ronment. Charleston’s dock-workers provide a neat and useful case study because
they were crucial to the development of the city, particularly when it was the premier
southern port in the eighteenth century. Despite being superseded by New Orleans, and
challenged by Mobile and Savannah, Charleston remained a major locale for the export
of cotton through the Civil War.

Thompson charts the rise of the black dock-worker, showing how the economic
demands of shipping in effect gave rise to a class of workers whose very flexibility
made them highly prized. The city of Charleston constantly legislated against the
subtle resistance of dock-workers, but to little effect. Draymen who raced each other
through the city streets, imperilling the lives of pedestrians, also delivered their goods
promptly, a fact that encouraged infractions to be overlooked. Restrictions on rates of
pay (for those who self-hired) were fairly easily circumvented when there were always
ship owners willing to pay a little extra to get their goods unloaded or loaded quickly.
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