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How the West
Grew Rich

The Economic
Transformation of the
Industrial World
NATHAN ROSENBERG &
L.E. BIRDZELL, JR.
Two leading scholars argue
persuasively that the political
pluralism and the remarkable
flexibility of the West's institu-
tions—not corporate organi-
zation and mass production
technology—explains its un-
paralleled weaith and prosper-
ity. “Clearly presented and
most stimulating."—STANLEY
ENGERMAN “A substantial in-
terpretive essay on the rise of
the western economic system

as a whole."—ERIC JONES
$19.95

Old South, New South
An Economic History
Since the Civil War
GAVIN WRIGHT

OId South, New South is the first general
economic history of this unique region in dec-
ades. Wright argues that the “rise ofthe South”
since 1960 is less a case of developmental
success than one of relocating a wholly differ-
ent economy inside the shell of an extinct
species. "A remarkably readable review."—
RICHARD SUTCH “Radiates a unique wisdom.
... Itis a joy to behold."—WILLIAM PARKER

$19.95

Major issues. Basic insights.

Democracy and

3 (]
Capitalism
Property, Community, and the
Contradictions of Modem Social
Thought
SAMUEL BOWLES & HERBERT GINTIS
Two  distinguished  radical  political
economists, authors of the much discussed
Schooling in Capitalist America, forge a crea-
tive new synthesis of radical democratic, lib-
eral and Marxist thought. It is the central thesis
of this major new work that we are entering
an age in which the hopes and fears of these
three traditions, and the political and

economic systems they embody, have be-
come complementary rather than antagonis-
tic. Bowles and Gintis present an elegantly
argued book that opens our eyes to the pos-
sibility of creating a new society.

$16.95
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The Rise of the
Trading State
Commerce and Conquest in the

Modem World
RICHARD ROSECRANCE
The rise of the trading state and what it means
for peace in the nuclear age is here set forth
in a tough-minded yet optimistic analysis by
a distinguished Comell scholar and former
State Department analyst. “An excellent blend
of theory and history that identifies trends
which offer opportunities for constructing
a more peaceful international system.”
—ALEXANDER 1. GEORGE “A brilliant book.

. . . Simultaneously relevant and plausible.”—

PAUL KENNEDY, New York Times Book Review

$19.95

The Second Industrial Divide
Possibilities for Prosperity
MICHAEL J. PIORE & CHARLES F. SABEL
Exploring the alternatives to mass production as a base for industrial economies, The
Second Industrial Divide is "must reading for those who want to understand the changes
that are occurring and will occur in the structure of the American and world economy.”

—LESTER C. THUROW $21.95
Basic Books, Inc.

10 East 53rd St., New York, NY 10022
Call toll free (800) 638-3030
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The Rhetoric
of Economics

Donald N. McCloskey

Economists view themselves today as scientists and social engineers.
In this pathbreaking and lively book, Donald N. McCloskey penetrates
the scientistic rhetoric of economics and shows the “hardest” of the social
sciences to be literary even when mathematical, rhetorical even when
nonverbal. In general argument and detailed case studies, he reveals the
extent to which economic discourse employs metaphor, authority.
symmetry, and other rhetorical means of persuasion. Students and scholars
in economics, social science, and rhetorical analysis, and anyone
interested in the art and consequences of scientific persuasion, will find
the result a fresh and witty analysis of economic methodology —one
that humanizes the discipline. It will be part of the conversation in the
social sciences for a long time to come.

At the center of McCloskey's study is a detailed explication of several
texts of economic scholarship. Scientists and scholars, he argues,
are above all writers; it is therefore no surprise that their writings can be
illuminated by literary methods. He finds that while economists
claim to allow their evidence to speak for itself, and to rigorously apply
canons of the “scientific method.’ they in fact exploit the full range
of rhetoric devices. Writings of Paul Samuelson, Robert Solow, Milton
Friedman, Gary Becker, Richard Muth, and Robert Fogel are each treated
to McCloskey’s literary criticism—as are such apparently non-literary
subjects as the law of demand. Euler’s theorem, and the statistics of
purchasing power parity.

McCloskey also explores the troubled rhetoric of econometrics and the
failures of prediction in economics, and discusses the field's new
uneasiness over methodology. Rhetorical candor, he argues, would improve
the discipline. Once economics is seen as using the common topics
of human discourse rather than a denatured methodology, it will become
more accessible to non-economists and will be understood for what
it is—part of a broader conversation of mankind.

RHETORIC OF THE HUMAN SCIENCES SERIES

Address manuscript inquiries to Gordon Lester-Massman at the
University of Wisconsin Press

ISBN 0-299-10380-3
Cloth $21.50 4

®
University of Wi in Press
11% N. Murray St., Madison, WI 53715
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—New from Cambridge ——

For Bread With Butter
Life-Worlds of East Central Europeans in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 1890-1940
Ewa Morawska

Ewa Morawska delves in to the micro-world of East Central European homes and
communities, at the same time illuminating broader macro-societal issues, specifically, the
evolving history of a large segment of contemporary American society, and the meaning
of modernity.

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Modern History
$39.50

Traders, Planters, and Slaves
Market Behavior in Early English America
David W. Galenson

In this book, accounts of the sale of the slaves from the Royal African Company’s
records provide the basis for the economic analysis and quantitative investigation of the
determinants of the mortality of slaves on the transatlantic voyage; the conduct of slave
auctions in the West Indies; trends over time in slave prices in the American colonies; the
demographic composition of the transatlantic slave trade; and the migration of plantation

owners away from the West Indies.
About $34.50

The Great Merger Movement in American Business,
1895-1904

Naomi Lamoreaux

Lamoreaux demonstrates that the merger wave was the product of a particular
historical combination of circumstances: the development of capital-intensive produc-
tion techniques; a spurt of rapid growth in a number of heavy industries in the late 1880s
and early 1890s; and the Panic and Depression of 1893. That combination of circum-
stances produced abnormally ~evere price competition causing manufacturers to turn to
consolidation for relief.
$29.95

Worlds Apart
The Market and the Theater in Anglo-American Thought, 1550-1750
Jean-Christophe Agnew

“This is one of the most important works of intellectual history to appear in years.
Agnew makes his careful analysis of a specialized subject yield surprisingly broad and
provoking results: anyone reading this book will come away with a deeper understanding
of the complex meanings of work and play in modern Western culture. And any intel-
ligent person can indeed read this book, with pleasure. His prose is clear, often elegant:
this history is distinguished literature? — Richard Sennett, New York University
About $24.95

At bookstores or from

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

32 East 57th Street, New York, NY 10022
800-431-1580 (outside New York State and Canada)
MasterCard and Visa accepted
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