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THIS monumental work by Dr. Godwin falls into three distinct parts, the central one being "The 
Plant record". This, the largest section, p. 69 to p. 292, is a cata logue of all the plants which have 
been recorded in deposits from the beginning of the Ice Age up to historic times . The catalogue is 
in great detail and not only gives the references to the records but comments on their significance, 
usually giving the present distribution of the plant. 

This is the factual evidence on which his thesis is based. For othe rs who are not botanists but 
who are interested in what the plants tell of climate and climatic changes during the Ice Age and 
Post-g lacial time) the chapter on "The background scale of Quaternary change" , Chapter Ill, gives 
a full summary of the stratigraphy and results which have emerged from the recent studies of 
interglacia l and Post-glacia l deposits, largely based on the technique of pollen anal ysis. 

Correlat ion tables , such as Fig. 29, p . 62, show in a comprehensive way the details of late 
glacial and Post-glacial time, that is, for the last 12,000 years. In this table vegetation type, archae 
ology , geo logy and climate are all shown in a way which makes the correlation of these various 
items easy to follow. 

To many interested mainly in glac iology and in the way the effects of ice cover and climatic 
change are record ed by the plants, Chapter VI "Pattern of change in the British Flora" p. 293- 349 
will be of great interest; naturally the ev idence so far obtained for the interg lacial and glac ial 
periods is small compared with that of late glacial and Post-g lacial times but Dr. Godwin states 
(p. 303) " The more we lea rn of the interglac ial floras the more similar they seem to be to one an
other, and indeed the less they difler from our Post-glacial flora" . However, he also notes that each 
interg lacia l fl ora does show differences from the Post-glacial and other interg lac ial fl oras which 
enabl e it to be identified on its fl ora. 

Chapter VII "Conclusion" is short, on ly 6 pages- but these gi\'e a summary of the whol e 
thesis in a masterly way and emphasize the importance of the detail ed work which has heen 
necessa ry to arrive at a proper apprec iation of the history of our flora and the lessons which it can 
teach. Dr. Godwin contends that he has been able to show that much of our flora \\·as present in 
Britain wh il e ice fi elds occup ied the northern parts of the country, and that before the l'\orth Sea 
fill ed up aga in practi ca ll y the whole of the present flora \\·hi ch had not "\\·intered" here had been 
ab le to migrate in from the continent. 

The "Plant record" is a most va luable reference book but tbe other chapters , particul arl y the 
last t\\"O , make fascinat ing reading as Dr. Godwin develops hi s thesis to its natural conclusion. 

\V. B. R. KI NG 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Ed i tor, 

Th e JUlIrIlal of Glaciology 

SIR, The !Vlec/wlliml l1ifeasurelllen l of G lacier ]\'101i01l 

1n hi s article on thi s s ubj ect (Jo urnal of Glaciolog)" Vo l. 2, No . 19, 1956, p. 642) :\Ir. Ga ll oway 
speaks o f measurements of th e movement of L yngsdalsbreen \\·ith a new instrum ent which one can 
class in the general category of Glelscherllhr; h e also cites earli e r expe ri ments in thi s direction. These 
im·est igati ons should meet \\·ith g rea t general interest s in ce \\"(; know far too littl e about th e actual 
co urse of g lacier m o\·em ent , particularl y over \·ery short p eriods o f t ime. At the sam e time it seems 
that i\ 1 r. Gallowav is not a\\·a re of the fac t th at 1 ha\·e also ca rried o ut measurements in Non\Tgian 
glac ie rs , part icular"· in l\"igard sbreen (J osted alsbrecn) , with an in stru ment \\·hi ch I d esigned exp ress ly 
fo r th e p urpose, and I would th ere fore li ke to draw attentio n to this work. (See references be lo w.) 

Th e Cryocin egraph \\·hi ch I de\T loped \\·as erected on a g lac ier tongue after lahoratory tcs ts , a nd 
was in o perati on the re for se \·e ral \\·eeks, th e resu lts being to ~()me extent s urpri s ing; J publi sh ed 
th ese res ults in due co urse . (See below.) A cco rdin g to m y experience of th e res ults obtained w ith 
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