wvi

In memory of Giovanni
Arrighi

A colleague for some and a teacher and mentor for others associated
with New Perspectives on Turkey, Professor Giovanni Arrighi of the
Johns Hopkins University passed away on 18 June 2009, after a year-
long battle with cancer.

Born on 7 July 1937 in Iraly, Giovanni Arrighi earned the title of
‘dottore in economia” at the Universitd Bocconi and started his aca-
demic career in Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) and Tanzania during the
1960s, where he turned away from neoclassical economics and towards
political economy while writing his seminal articles on capitalist devel-
opment in southern Africa. After a number of years in Italy, Giovanni in
1979 joined the Sociology Department at Binghamton University (then
called State University of New York, Binghamton), which was becom-
ing a bastion of world-systems analysis and historical sociology.l There,
Giovanni taught several generations of PhD students until he moved to
the Sociology Department at Johns Hopkins in 1998. Having been at
both institutions, as a graduate student in the former and a post-doctor-
al fellow in the latter, I can count more than a dozen graduate students
from Turkey who took his courses at Binghamton and Johns Hopkins;
several of us, including myself, consider him an intellectual mentor.

Giovanni never conducted research or wrote on Turkey,2 but his com-
parative-historical scholarship was a source of intellectual inspiration

1 For a very insightful account of Arrighi's intellectual journey and his life's work, see his interview with
David Harvey in the New Left Review, Giovanni Arrighi, “The Winding Paths of Capital,” New Left
Review, no. 56 (2009).

2 The only exception | can think of is his paper “Fascism to Democratic Socialism: Logic and Limits of
a Transition,"” in which he compares the rise of authoritarian regimes in Turkey, Greece, Italy, Portugal
and Spain. See, Giovanni Arrighi, ed. Semiperipheral Development: The Politics of Southern Europe in
the Twentieth Century (Beverly Hills: Sage,1985). In this edited book, he collaborated, among other col-
leagues associated with Binghamton, with Caglar Keyder, one of the founding and long-time editors of
New Perspectives on Turkey.
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for many graduate students from (semi)peripheral countries, including
Turkey.> At Binghamton, Giovanni and the other two towering figures
of world-systems analysis, Immanuel Wallerstein and the late Terence
K. Hopkins, introduced us to the theoretical giants behind this per-
spective. They shared a common, though critical, interest in the works
of Karl Marx, Fernand Braudel, Karl Polanyi and Joseph Schumpeter;
yet, each of them had different emphases. Schumpeter perhaps had a
unique place in Arrighi’s intellectual pedigree, and Braudel’s work was
crucial for him, too, especially in The Long Twentieth Century,4 where
he explained successive historical phases of financial expansion by put-
ting Braudel’s insights about capitalism under theoretical scrutiny. But

NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TURKEY

it was not so much Giovanni’s historical analysis of hegemonic transi-
tions in The Long Tientieth Century that attracted Turkish students:
at Binghamton, almost none of us were interested in studying anything
other than Turkey, and so the analytical level of hegemonies did not
have much operational value for designing dissertation research. Later
at Johns Hopkins, while Giovanni was busy writing his book on the rise
of China in the capirtalist world-economy,” he and his wife and partner
in scholarship Beverly Silver continued to attract Turkish students.

It was not just the subject-matter of Giovanni’s writing, but rather the
breadth of his intellectual vision, the sharpness of his political insights,
and the theoretical depth of his work (along with those of Wallerstein and
Hopkins) that inspired many graduate students. From his much earlier
critical work on proletarianization in southern Africa® to his‘geometry” of
imperialism;7 from his collaborative work on anti-systemic movements®
to his joint work with Beverly Silver on such issues as labor movements®

3 Although he did not write on Turkey, his two major monographs, along with some of his collabora-
tive works from his time in Binghamton, have been translated into Turkish. For instance, see Arrighi,
Uzun Yirminci Yizyil. Para, Giig ve Gagimizin Kokenleri, trans. Recep Boztemur (Ankara: imge Kitabevi,
2000); Adam Smith Pekin'de. 21. Yizylin Soykiitiigii, trans. ibrahim Yidiz (istanbul: Yordam Kitap,
2009). Most recently, his interview with David Harvey was published as a book in Turkish. See Arrighi,
Sermayenin Dolambaglh Yollan, trans. Osman Akinhay (istanbul: Agora Kitaplig), 2009).

4  Giovanni Arrighi, The Long Twentieth Century: Money, Power and the Origins of Our Times (London:
Verso, 1994).

5 Arrighi, Adam Smith in Beijing. Lineages of the Twenty-First Century (London: Verso, 2007).

6 E.g., Arrighi, "Labour Supplies in Historical Perspective: A Study of the Proletarianization of the Afri-

can Peasantry in Rhodesia,” in Essays on the Political Economy of Africa, eds. Giovanni Arrighi and John

Saul (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1973); Arrighi, “The Political Economy of Rhodesia,” New Left

Review, no. 1 (1966).

Giovanni Arrighi, The Geometry of Imperialism, Revised Edition (London: Verso, 1983).

8  Giovanni Arrighi, Terence K. Hopkins, and Immanuel Wallerstein, Antisystemic Movements (London:
Verso, 1989).

9 Eg., Giovanni Arrighi and Beverly Silver, “Labor Movements and Capital Migration: The Us and Eu-
rope in World-Historical Perspective,” in Labor in the Capitalist World-Economy, ed. Charles Bergquist
(Beverly Hills: Sage, 1984).
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and the persistence of global inequalities;'° from his emphasis on the sig-
nificance of business enterprises and financialization processes under dif-
ferent hegemonic powers!! to his fascination with the rise of East Asia in
the world-economy!?—students could find theoretical and methodologi-
cal openings for their own research in Giovanni's opus even when their
projects were conceived at the national rather than the global level.

There was more to Giovanni as a teacher than just his scholarly per-
spective. At both universities, his seminars—distinguished by his ani-
mated style of lecturing and his gift for global and historical compari-
sons over the span of several hours and his gift for global and historical
comparisons—were popular among students from various departments.
In a dissertation seminar, I once witnessed him draw analytical parallels
between nomads in the steppes of Central Asia in the early modern pe-
riod with modern traders around the Black Sea, all of which he simulta-
neously charted on the blackboard. He also had a great sense of humor;
he once said in the classroom: “I know only two types of culture; one,
Braudel’s material culture, and the other, culture as in a throat culture.”
Another significant aspect of Giovanni’s charm was his friendliness to-
wards graduate students and his protective attitude towards his advisees
(some of us called him “the Don” at Binghamton).

His students and colleagues will greatly miss Giovanni’s warm per-
sonality and his scholarly advice; but his intellectual legacy and political
vision will remain with us for a long time to come in these trying times
of global economic and political rurbulence.

Deniz Yiikseker
Kog University
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