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Long neglected by the mainstream of international law and
politics, Antarctica is today attracting serious attention for its
geostrategic connotations and its potential economic wealth.
Particularly during the past two decades, international interest
in south polar exploration and exploitation has noticeably
intensified as States have become increasingly aware of the
finiteness of available natural resources. This volume seeks to
examine major political, economic and legal issues affecting
the Antarctic region within the framework of the legal regime
which oversees activities there. Towards that end, respected
authorities on polar affairs have contributed their thoughts on
various issues which today impinge upon national interests,
economic aspirations, political priorities, and legal considera-
tions in and around Antarctica. Each contribution seeks to
present new insights into important international legal and
political activities affecting the Antarctic region.
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