
INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL UNION 
STATUTES 

I. DENOMINATION, OBJECTS A N D DOMICILE 

1. The International Astronomical Union (referred to as the Union) is a non-governmental 
organization, whose objects are 

(a) to develop astronomy through international co-operation, 
(b) to promote the study and development of astronomy in all its aspects, 
(c) to further and safeguard the interests of astronomy. 

2. The legal domicile of the Union is Brussels. 

II. ADHERENCE OF THE U N I O N 

3. The Union adheres to the International Council of Scientific Unions. 

III. COMPOSITION OF THE U N I O N 

4. The Union is composed of 
(a) corporate members (Adhering Countries) 
(b) individual members (Members). 

IV. AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS 

5. The Union may admit the affiliation of international non-governmental organizations which 
contribute to the development of astronomy. 

V. A D H E R I N G COUNTRIES 

6. Countries adhere to the Union either 
(a) through the organization by which they adhere to the International Council of Scientific 

Unions, or through a National Committee of Astronomy approved by that organization, 
or 

(b) if they do not adhere to the International Council of Scientific Unions, through a National 
Committee of Astronomy recognized by the Executive Committee of the Union. 

(c) The Adhering Organizations and National Committees of Astronomy are referred to as 
adhering bodies. 

7. Adherence of a country to the Union is approved, on the proposal of the Executive Committee, 
by the General Assembly; it terminates if the country withdraws from the Union. 

8. Adhering Countries are classified in categories. The number of categories shall be specified in 
the By-laws. 

A country requesting adherence shall specify the category in which it desires to be classed. The 
specification may be declined by the Executive Committee if the category proposed is manifestly 
inadequate. 
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VI. MEMBRES 

9. Les Membres sont admis dans l'Union par le Comite Executif, sur proposition de l'un des 
organismes adherents mentionnes a Particle 6, en consideration de leur activity dans une branche 
de l'astronomie. 

VII. ASSEMBLEE GENERALE 

10. (a) L'activite de l'Union est dirigee par 1'Assemblee Generale des reprdsentants des Pays 
Adherents et des Membres. Chaque Pays Adherent nomme un representant autorise a voter en son 
nom. 

(b) L'Assemblee Generale r6dige un Reglement qui precise les modalites d'application des Statuts. 
(c) Elle nomme un Comite Executif charge d'executer les decisions de 1'Assemblee Generale, et 

d'administrer l'Union pendant la periode separant les reunions de deux Assemblies Generates 
ordinaires successives. Le Comite Ex6cutif rend compte de sa gestion a 1'Assemblee Generale. 
L'Assemblee Generale, en acceptant le rapport du Comite Executif, le ddcharge de sa responsabilitd. 

11. (a) Sur les questions concernant l'administration de l'Union, sans implication budgetaire, le 
vote a 1'Assemblee Generale a lieu par Pays Adherent, chaque pays disposant d'une voix. Les Pays 
Adherents qui ne sont pas a jour de leurs cotisations annuelles au 31 decembre de l'annee precedant 
1'Assemblee Geneiale ne peuvent pas participer aux votes. 

(b) Sur les questions engageant le budget de l'Union, le vote a lieu de meme par Pays Adherent, 
dans les conditions et avec les reserves prevues a l'article 11 (a), le nombre de voix de chaque Pays 
Adherent 6tant egal a l'indice de sa categorie, definie conformement a l'article 8, augmente d'une 
unite. 

(c) Les Pays Adherents peuvent voter par correspondance sur les questions figurant a l'ordre du 
jour de 1'Assemblee Generale. 

(d) Un scrutin n'est valable que si au moins deux tiers des Pays Adherents disposant du droit de 
vote en vertu de l'article 11 (a) y prennent part. 

12. Sur les questions scientifiques n'engageant pas le budget de l'Union, les Membres de l'Union 
disposent chacun d'une voix. 

13. Sur toutes les questions prevues aux articles 11 et 12, les decisions sont prises a la majorite 
absolue des suffrages. Cependant, une decision de modification des Statuts n'est valable que si elle 
a ete prise a la majorite des deux tiers des voix des Pays Adbirents qui disposent du droit de vote en 
vertu de l'article 11 (a). 

14. Une proposition de modification des Statuts ne peut etre discutee que si elle figure, en tant 
que telle, a l'ordre du jour de 1'Assemblee G6nerale. 

vm. COMIT£ EXECUTIF 

15. Le Comite Executif se compose du President de l'Union, de six Vice-Presidents, du Secretaire 
General et du Secretaire General Adjoint, elus par 1'Assemblee Generate sur la proposition du 
Comite Special des Nominations. 

IX. COMMISSIONS DE L ' U N I O N 

16. L'Assemblee G6n6rale cr6e des Commissions en vue d'assurer la realisation des buts qu'elle 
se propose. 

X. REPRESENTATION LEGALE DE L ' U N I O N 

17. Le Secretaire General est le representant legal de l'Union. 
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VI. MEMBERS 

9. Members are admitted to the Union by the Executive Committee, on the proposal of an 
adhering body referred to in article 6, with regard to their achievements in some branch of astronomy. 

VII. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

10. (a) The work of the Union is directed by the General Assembly of representatives of Adhering 
Countries and of Members. Each Adhering Country appoints a representative authorized to vote in 
its name. 

(b) The General Assembly draws up By-laws governing the application of the Statutes. 
(c) It appoints an Executive Committee to implement the decisions of the General Assembly, and 

to direct the affairs of the Union in the interval between meetings of two successive ordinary 
General Assemblies. The Executive Committee reports to the General Assembly. The General 
Assembly, in accepting the report of the Executive Committee, discharges it of liability. 

11. (a) On questions concerning the administration of the Union, not involving its budget, 
voting at the General Assembly is by Adhering Country, each country having one vote. Adhering 
Countries which have not paid their annual contributions up to 31 December of the year preceding 
the General Assembly may not participate in the voting. 

(b) On questions involving the budget of the Union, voting is similarly by Adhering Country, 
under the same conditions and with the same reservations as in article 11 (a), the number of votes 
for each Adhering Country being one greater than the number of its category, as defined in article 8. 

(c) Adhering Countries may vote by correspondence on questions on the agenda for the General 
Assembly. 

id) A vote is valid only if at least two thirds of the Adhering Countries having the right to vote by 
virtue of article 11 (a) participate in it. 

12. On scientific questions not involving the budget of the Union the Members of the Union each 
have one vote. 

13. On all questions in articles 11 and 12, decisions are taken by an absolute majority of the votes 
cast. However, a decision to change the Statutes is only valid if taken with the approval of at least 
two thirds of the votes of the Adhering Countries having the right to vote by virtue of article 11 (a). 

14. A motion to change the Statutes can only be discussed if it appears, in specific terms, on the 
agenda for the General Assembly. 

VIII. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

15. The Executive Committee consists of the President of the Union, six Vice-Presidents, the 
General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary elected by the General Assembly on the 
proposal of a Special Nominating Committee. 

IX. COMMISSIONS OF THE U N I O N 

16. The General Assembly forms Commissions for such purposes as it may decide. 

X. LEGAL REPRESENTATION OF THE U N I O N 

17. The General Secretary is the legal representative of the Union. 
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XI. BUDGET ET COTISATIONS 

18. (a) Pour chaque Assemblee Generale ordinaire, le Comite Executif prepare un projet de 
budget pour la periode a courir jusqu'a la prochaine Assemblee Generale ordinaire. II soumet le 
projet, avec les comptes de la periode precedente, a un Comite des Finances nomme par l'Assemblee 
Geneiale. Le Comite des Finances examine les comptes et le projet de budget, sur lesquels il presente 
deux rapports distincts, qu'il soumet a l'approbation de l'Assemblee Generale. 

(b) Chaque Pays Adherent verse annuellement a l'Union un nombre d'unites de cotisation qui est 
fonction de sa categorie. Le nombre d'unites de cotisation pour chaque categorie est fix6 par le 
Reglement. 

(c) Le montant de l'unite de cotisation est fixd par l'Assemblee Generale, sur la proposition du 
Comite Executif et avec 1'avis du Comite des Finances. 

(d) Le paiement des cotisations est a la charge des organismes adherents. La responsabilite de 
chaque Pays Adherent envers l'Union est limitee au montant des cotisations dues par ce pays a 
l'Union. 

O) Un Pays Adherent qui cesse d'adherer a l'Union renonce de ce fait a ses droits sur l'actif de 
l'Union. 

XII. DISSOLUTION DE L ' U N I O N 

19. La decision de dissoudre l'Union n'est valable que si elle est prise a la majority des trois 
quarts des voix des Pays Adherents qui disposent du droit de vote en vertu de l'article 11 (a). 

XIII. DEVOLUTION DE L'AUTORITE EN CAS DE FORCE MAJEURE 

20. Si, par suite d'evenements independants de la volont6 de l'Union, des circonstances apparais-
sent qui rendent impossible le respect des clauses de ces Statuts et du Reglement etabli par l'Assem
blee Generale, les organes et membres du Comity Executif de l'Union, dans l'ordre fixe ci-dessous, 
prendront toutes dispositions qu'ils jugeront necessaires pour la continuation du fonctionnement de 
l'Union. Ces dispositions devront etre soumises a une autorite superieure des que cela deviendra 
possible, jusqu'a ce qu'une Assemblee Generale extraordinaire puisse etre reimie. L'autorite est 
devolue dans l'ordre ci-dessous: L'Assemblde G6nerale; une Assemblee Gen6rale extraordinaire; 
le Comite Executif, reuni ou par correspondance; le President de l'Union; le Secretaire General; ou, 
a defaut de la possibility de recourir a l'une de ces autorites ou de leur disponibilite, un des Vice-
Presidents. 

XIV. CLAUSES FINALES 

21. Ces Statuts entrent en vigueur le ler Septembre 1970. 

22. Les prdsents Statuts sont publies en versions francaise et anglaise. En cas d'incertitude, la 
version francaise fait seule autorite. 

REGLEMENT 

I. LES MEMBRES DE L ' U N I O N 

1. Les demandes d'adhesion des pays a l'Union Astronomique Internationale (ci-apres denomm6e 
l'Union) sont examinees par le Comit6 Executif et soumises a l'approbation de l'Assemblee Generale. 

2. Les propositions de modifications de la liste des Membres sont, apres examen attentif des 
suggestions des Presidents de Commissions, soumises pour avis au Comite des Nominations, 

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0251107X00020514 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0251107X00020514


BY-LAWS 271 

XI. BUDGET A N D DUES 

18. (a) For each ordinary General Assembly the Executive Committee prepares an estimate of 
the budget for the period to the next ordinary General Assembly. It submits this estimate, together 
with the accounts for the preceding period, to a Finance Committee appointed by the General 
Assembly. The Finance Committee examines the accounts and the estimate of the budget, on which 
it presents two separate reports, and submits them to the General Assembly for approval. 

(b) Each Adhering Country pays annually to the Union a number of units of contribution accord
ing to its category. The number of units of contribution for each category shall be specified in the 
By-laws. 

(c) The amount of the unit of contribution is determined by the General Assembly, on the 
proposal of the Executive Committee and with the advice of the Finance Committee. 

(d) The payment of contributions is the responsibility of the adhering bodies. The liability of each 
Adhering Country in respect of the Union is limited to the amount of that country's dues to the 
Union. 

(e) An Adhering Country that ceases to adhere to the Union resigns at the same time its rights 
to a share in the assets of the Union. 

XII. DISSOLUTION OF THE U N I O N 

19. The decision to dissolve the Union is only valid if taken with the approval of three quarters 
of the votes of the Adhering Countries having the right to vote by virtue of article 11 (a). 

XIII. EMERGENCY POWERS 

20. If, through events outside the control of the Union, circumstances arise in which it is in-
practicable to comply with the provisions of these Statutes and of the By-laws drawn up by the 
General Assembly, the organs and officers of the Union, in the order specified below, shall take 
such actions as they deem necessary for the continued operation of the Union. Such action shall 
be reported to a higher authority immediately this becomes practicable until such time as an extra
ordinary General Assembly can be convened. The following is the order of authority: 

The General Assembly; an extraordinary General Assembly; the Executive Committee in meeting 
or by correspondence; the President of the Union; the General Secretary; or failing the practicability 
or availability of any of the above, one of the Vice-Presidents. 

XIV. FINAL CLAUSES 

21. These Statutes enter into force on 1 September 1970. 

22. The present Statutes are being published in French and English version. In case of doubt, the 
French version is the only authority. 

BY-LAWS 

I. MEMBERSHIP 

1. Applications of countries for adherence to the International Astronomical Union (referred to 
as the Union) are examined by the Executive Committee and submitted to the General Assembly for 
approval. 

2. Proposed changes in the list of Members are, with due regard to the suggestions of the President 
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compose d'un representant de chaque Pays Adherent design^ par l'organisme adherent habilite, 
avant la decision du Comite Executif. 

3. Les Commissions peuvent, avec l'approbation du Comite Executif, coopter des consultants 
qu'elles jugent en mesure d'apporter une contribution utile a leur travail. L'adhesion des consultants 
a pour terme le dernier jour de la premiere Assemblee Generate ordinaire qui suit leur admission, 
a moins qu'elle ne soit renouvelee. 

4. Une organisation affiliee peut participer au travail de l'Union dans les conditions fixees par 
accord entre l'organisation et le Comite Executif. 

II. L'ASSEMBLEE GENERALE 

5. L'Union se reunit en Assemblee Generale ordinaire regulierement une fois tous les trois ans. 
Si le lieu et la date de l'Assemblee Generale ordinaire n'ont pas ete decides lors de la prdcedente 
Assemblee Generale, ils sont fixes par le Comite Executif et communiques aux organismes adherents 
au moins six mois a l'avance. 

6. Le President peut convoquer, avec l'accord du Comite Executif, une Assemble Generate 
extraordinaire. II est tenu de le faire a la demande du tiers des Pays Adherents. 

7. L'Ordre du Jour de chaque Assemblee Gen6rale ordinaire est arrete par le Comite Executif et 
communique aux Organismes Adherents au moins quatre mois avant le premier jour de la reunion. 
II devra inclure la proposition du Comite Executif concernant le montant de l'unite de cotisation 
qui permet l'application de l'article 24. 

8. (a) L'Ordre du Jour doit inclure toute motion ou proposition recue par le Secr6taire General 
au moins cinq mois avant le premier jour d'une Assemblee Generate ordinaire, qu'elle 6mane d'un 
organisme adherent, d'une Commission de l'Union, ou d'une Commission mixte dans laquelle 
l'Union est representee. 

(b) Une motion ou proposition concernant l'administration ou le budget de l'Union qui ne 
figure pas a l'Ordre du Jour prepare par le Comite Executif, ou tout amendement a une motion qui 
figure a l'Ordre du Jour, ne peut etre discute qu'avec l'accord prealable des deux tiers au moins des 
voix des Pays Adherents representes a l'Assemblee Generale et disposant du droit de vote en vertu 
de l'article 11 (a) des Statuts. 

9. S'il y a doute sur le caractere administratif ou scientiflque d'une question donnant lieu a un 
vote, l'avis du President est preponderant. 

10. En cas de partage egal des voix, le President a voix preponderate. 

11. Le President peut inviter des representants d'autres organisations, des scientifiques et de 
jeunes astronomes a participer a l'Assemblee Generate. Avec l'accord du Comite Executif, il peut 
deleguer ce privilege au Secretaire General en ce qui concerne les repr6sentants d'autres organisations, 
aux organismes adherents en ce qui concerne les scientifiques et les jeunes astronomes. 

III. LE COMITE SPECIAL DES NOMINATIONS 

12. (a) Les propositions pour les elections du President de l'Union, des six Vice-Presidents, du 
Secretaire General et du Secretaire General Adjoint sont soumises a l'Assemblee Generale par le 
Comite Special des Nominations. Ce Comite se compose du President en fonction et du President 
sortant, d'un membre propose par le Comite Executif sortant et n'appartenant ni au Comite Executif 
actuel ni au Comite Executif precedent, et de quatre membres choisis par le Comite des Nominations 
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of Commissions, submitted for advice to the Nominating Committee, consisting of one representative 
of each Adhering Country designated by the appropriate adhering body, before decision by the 
Executive Committee. 

3. Commissions may, with the approval of the Executive Committee, co-opt consultants whom 
they consider may contribute to their work. The adherence of consultants expires on the last day of 
the ordinary General Assembly next following their admission, unless renewed. 

4. An affiliated organization may participate in the work of the Union as mutually agreed between 
the organization and the Executive Committee. 

II. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

5. The Union meets in ordinary General Assembly, as a rule, once every three years. The place 
and date of the ordinary General Assembly, unless determined by the General Assembly at its 
previous meeting, shall be fixed by the Executive Committee and communicated to the adhering 
bodies at least six months beforehand. 

6. The President, with the consent of the Executive Committee, may summon an extraordinary 
General Assembly. He must do so at the request of one third of the Adhering Countries. 

7. The agenda of business for each ordinary General Assembly is determined by the Executive 
Committee and is communicated to the adhering bodies at least four months before the first day of 
the meeting. It shall include the proposal of the Executive Committee in regard to the unit of 
contribution as called for in article 24. 

8. (a) Any motion or proposal received by the General Secretary at least five months before the 
first day of an ordinary General Assembly, whether from an adhering body, from a Commission of 
the Union, or from an Inter-Union Commission on which the Union is represented, must be placed 
on the agenda. 

(b) A motion or proposal concerning the administration or budget of the Union which does not 
appear on the agenda prepared by the Executive Committee, or any amendment to a motion that 
appears on the agenda, shall only be discussed with the prior approval of at least two thirds of the 
votes of Adhering Countries represented at the General Assembly and having the right to vote by 
virtue of Statute 11 («). 

9. If there is doubt as to the administrative or scientific character of a question giving rise to a 
vote, the President determines the issue. 

10. Where there is an equal division of votes, the President determines the issue. 

11. The President may invite representatives of other organizations, scientists and young astron
omers to participate in the General Assembly. Subject to the agreement of the Executive Committee 
he may delegate this privilege concerning representatives of other organizations to the General 
Secretary, and concerning scientists and young astronomers to the adhering bodies. 

III. SPECIAL N O M I N A T I N G COMMITTEE 

12. (a) Proposals for elections to the President of the Union, six Vice-Presidents, the General 
Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary are submitted to the General Assembly by the Special 
Nominating Committee. This consists of the President and past President of the Union, a member 
proposed by the retiring Executive Committee from Members not belonging to the Executive 
Committee, both immediately past and present, and four members selected by the Nominating 
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parmi douze membres proposes a la reunion des Presidents de Commissions. Les Membres du 
Comite Special des Nominations doivent tous appartenir a des pays differents. Le Secretaire 
General et le Secretaire General Adjoint participent au travail du Comite Special des Nominations 
a titre consultatif. 

(b) Le Comite Special des Nominations est nomme par l'Assemblee Generate et est responsable 
directement devant elle. II reste en fonction jusqu'a la fin de l'Assemblee Gdnerale ordinaire qui 
suit immediatement sa nomination, et il peut combler toute vacance survenant parmi ses membres. 

IV. LE COMITE EXECUTIF ET SES MEMBRES 

13. (a) Le President de l'Union reste en fonction jusqu'a la fin de l'Assemblee Generate ordinaire 
qui suit immediatement celle de son election; les Vice-Presidents restent en fonction jusqu'a la fin 
de la deuxieme Assemble Generale ordinaire qui suit celle de leur election. lis ne sont pas reeligibles 
immediatement pour les memes fonctions. 

(b) Le Secretaire General et le Secretaire General Adjoint restent en fonction jusqu'a la fin de 
l'Assemblee Generale ordinaire qui suit immediatement celle de leur election. 

Normalement, le Secretaire General Adjoint succede au Sec r£taire General, mais l'un et l'autre 
peuvent etre reelus aux memes fonctions pour une seconde peri ode consecutive. 

(c) Les elections ont lieu au cours de la derniere reunion de l'Assemblee Generale, les noms des 
candidats proposes ayant ete annonces au cours d'une reunion anterieure. 

14. Le President sortant et le Secretaire General sortant deviennent conseillers du Comite Executif 
jusqu'a la fin de l'Assemblee Generale ordinaire qui suit immediatement celle de la fin de leur 
mandat. lis participent au travail du Comite Executif et assistent a ses reunions sans droit de vote. 

15. Le Comite Executif peut combler toute vacance survenant en son sein. Toute personne ainsi 
nominee reste en fonction jusqu'a l'Assemblee Generale ordinaire suivante. 

16. Le Comite Executif peut rediger et publier des Directives pour expliciter les Statuts et le 
Reglement. 

17. Le Comite Executif nomme le representant de l'Union qui doit sieger au sein du Comite 
Executif du Conseil International des Unions Scientifiques; si ce representant n'est pas deja un 
membre eiu du Comite Executif, il en devient conseiller. 

18. (a) Le Secretaire General est responsable aupres du Comite Executif des depenses qu'il 
engage, qui ne doivent pas depasser le montant des fonds mis a sa disposition. 

(b) Un bureau administratif, sous la direction du Secretaire General, est charge de la correspon-
dance, de la gestion des fonds de l'Union, et de la conservation des archives. 

v. COMMISSIONS 

19. (a) Les Commissions de l'Union poursuivent les buts scientifiques de l'Union par des 
moyens tels que I'etude de domaines particuliers de I'Astronomie, l'encouragement de recherches 
collectives et la discussion de questions relatives aux accords internationaux et a la standardisation. 

(b) Les Commissions de l'Union etablissent des rapports sur les sujets qui leur ont ete confies. 

20. Chaque Commission se compose de: 
(a) un President et au moins un Vice-President eius par l'Assemblee G6nerale sur la proposition 

du Comite Executif. lis demeurent en fonction jusqu'a la fin de l'Assemblee Generale ordinaire qui 
suit immediatement celle de leur election. lis ne sont pas normalement reeligibles. 

(b) un Comite d'Organisation, dont les membres sont designes par la Commission sous reserve 
de l'approbation du Comite Executif. Le Comite d'Organisation assiste le President et le(s) Vice-

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0251107X00020514 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0251107X00020514


BY-LAWS 275 

Committee from among twelve Members proposed at the meeting of Presidents of Commissions. 
No two members of the Special Nominating Committee shall belong to the same country. The 
General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary participate in the work of the Special 
Nominating Committee in an advisory capacity. 

(6) The Special Nominating Committee is appointed by the General Assembly to which it 
reports direct. It remains in office until the end of the ordinary General Assembly next following that 
of its appointment, and it may fill any vacancy occurring among its members. 

IV. OFFICERS A N D EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

13. (a) The President of the Union remains in office until the end of the ordinary General 
Assembly next following that of his election; the Vice-Presidents remain in office until the end of the 
second ordinary General Assembly following that of their election. They may not be re-elected 
immediately to the same offices. 

(b) The General Secretary and the Assistant General Secretary remain in office until the end of 
the ordinary General Assembly next following that of their election. 

Normally the Assistant General Secretary succeeds the General Secretary though both officers 
may be re-elected for another term. 

(c) The election takes place at the last session of the General Assembly, the names of the candidates 
proposed having been announced at a previous session. 

14. The retiring President and the retiring General Secretary become advisers to the Executive 
Committee until the end of the ordinary General Assembly next following that of their retirement. 
They participate in the work of the Executive Committee and attend its meetings without voting right. 

15. The Executive Committee may fill any vacancy occurring among its members. Any person so 
appointed remains in office until the next ordinary General Assembly. 

16. The Executive Committee may draw up and publish Working Rules to implement the Statutes 
and By-laws. 

17. The Executive Committee appoints the Union's representative on the Executive Committee 
of the International Council of Scientific Unions; if not already an elected member of the Executive 
Committee, this representative will become its adviser. 

18. (a) The General Secretary is responsible to the Executive Committee for not incurring 
expenditure in excess of the funds at his disposal. 

(b) An administrative office, under the direction of the General Secretary, conducts the corre
spondence, administers the funds, and preserves the archives of the Union. 

v. COMMISSIONS 

19. (a) The Commissions of the Union shall pursue the scientific objects of the Union by 
activities such as the study of special branches of astronomy, the encouragement of collective 
investigations, and the discussion of questions relating to international agreements or to standard
ization. 

(b) The Commissions of the Union shall prepare reports on the work with which they are con
cerned. 

20. Each Commission consists of: 
(a) A President and at least one Vice-President elected by the General Assembly on the proposal 

of the Executive Committee. They remain in office until the end of the ordinary General Assembly 
next following that of their election. They are not normally re-eligible. 
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Pr6sident(s) dans leur tache. Une Commission peut decider qu'elle n'a pas besoin de Comite 
d'Organisation. 

(c) des membres de l'Union, nommes par les President, Vice-President(s) et Comite d'Or
ganisation, en consideration de leurs specialties; leur designation est soumise a confirmation par le 
Comite Executif. 

21. Entre deux Assemblies Generates ordinaires, les Presidents de Commissions peuvent coopter, 
parmi les Membres de l'Union, de nouveaux membres des Comites d'Organisation et des Commis
sions elles-memes. 

22. Les Commissions redigent leur propre reglement. Les decisions sont prises, a l'interieur des 
Commissions, par un vote de leurs membres. 

VI. ORGANISMES ADHERENTS 

23. Le role des organismes adherents est d'encourager et de coordonner, sur leurs territoires 
respectifs, I'etude des diverses branches de l'astronomie, particulierement en ce qui concerne leurs 
besoins sur le plan international. lis ont le droit de soumettre au Comity Executif des propositions 
pour discussion par l'Assemblee Generale. 

VII. FINANCES 

24. Chaque Pays Adherent verse a l'Union une cotisation annuelle, qui est un multiple de l'unite 
de cotisation en fonction de sa categorie, comme suit: 

Categories definies conformement a Particle 8 des Statuts: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Nombre respectif d'unites de cotisations: 1 2 4 6 10 14 20 30 

25. Les ressources de l'Union sont consacrees a la poursuite de ses buts, y compris: 
(a) les frais de publication et les depenses administratives; 
(b) l'encouragement des activites astronomiques qui necessitent la cooperation internationale; 
(c) la cotisation due par l'Union au Conseil International des Unions Scientifiques. 

26. Les ressources provenant de dons sont utilisees par l'Union en tenant compte des voeux 
exprimes par les donateurs. 

VIII. PUBLICATIONS 

27. L'Union a la propriete litteraire de tous les textes imprimes dans ses publications, sauf accord 
different. 

28. Les Membres de l'Union ont le droit de recevoir les publications de l'Union gratuitement ou 
a prix reduits, a la discretion du Comite Executif qui decide en fonction de la situation financiere de 
l'Union. 

IX. CLAUSES FINALES 

29. Ce reglement entre en vigueur le ler septembre 1970. 
II peut etre modifie avec l'approbation de la majorite absolue des voix des Pays Adherents qui 

disposent du droit de vote en vertu de l'article 11 (a) des Statuts. 

30. Le present reglement est publie en versions francaise et anglaise. En cas d'incertitude, la version 
francaise fait seule autorite. 
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(b) An Organizing Committee, whose members are appointed by the Commission subject to the 
approval by the Executive Committee. The Organizing Committee assists the President and Vice-
President(s) in their duties. A Commission may decide that it needs no Organizing Committee. 

(c) Members of the Union, appointed by the President, Vice-President(s) and the Organizing 
Committee, in consideration of their special interests; their appointment is subject to the confir
mation by the Executive Committee. 

21. Between two ordinary General Assemblies, Presidents of Commissions may co-opt, from 
among Members of the Union, new members to the Organizing Committees and to the Commissions 
themselves. 

22. Commissions draw up their own rules. Decisions within Commissions are taken according 
to the vote of their members. 

VI. A D H E R I N G BODIES 

23. The functions of the adhering bodies are to promote and co-ordinate, in their respective 
territories, the study of the various branches of astronomy, more especially in relation to their 
international requirements. They are entitled to submit to the Executive Committee motions for 
discussion by the General Assembly. 

VII. FINANCE 

24. Each Adhering Country pays annually to the Union a number of contributions according 
to its category as follows: 

Category as defined in Statute 8: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Number of units of contribution: 1 2 4 6 10 14 20 30 

25. The income of the Union is to be devoted to its objects, included 
(a) costs of publication and expenses of administration 
(b) the promotion of astronomical enterprises requiring international co-operation 
(c) the contribution due from the Union to the International Council of Scientific Unions. 

26. Funds derived from donations are used by the Union in accordance with the wishes expressed 
by the donors. 

VIII. PUBLICATIONS 

27. The Union has the copyright to all materials printed in its publications, unless otherwise 
arranged. 

28. Members of the Union are entitled to receive the publications of the Union free of charge or 
at reduced prices at the discretion of the Executive Committee taking due regard of the financial 
situation of the Union. 

IX. FINAL CLAUSES 

29. These By-laws enter into force on 1 September 1970. 
They can be changed with the approval of an absolute majority of the votes of the Adhering 

Countries having the right to vote by virtue of Statute 11 (a). 

30. The present By-laws are being published in French and English version. In case of doubt, the 
French version is the only authority. 
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