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A total of 14 patients with crush syndrome were trans-
ferred to Osaka University Hospital after the 1995
Hanshin-Awaji earthquake. Clinical aspects of three cases
representing the typical and atypical crush syndrome were
presented.
[Case 1] A 66-year-old female was buried under a col-
lapsed house and was rescued one hour after entrapment.
She was conscious on the scene and was evaluated as yel-
low (severe, but not critical). However, she developed car-
diopulmonary arrest during transport to the hospital. She
was successfully resuscitated, and was referred to this
Center. She had unstable pelvic fractures as well as crush
injury to the buttock. Bleeding from the pelvic fracture was
the cause of her sudden collapse. Transcatheter emboliza-
tion controlled the bleeding and external fixation of the
pelvis was provided. She did not develop renal failure or
other organ dysfunctions. In this patient, the crush injury
was not severe, but the associated pelvic fracture and hem-
orrhage caused critical situation.

[Case 2] A 25-year-old female was buried under the debris
for three hours and was transferred to this hospital three
hours following her extrication. On admission, severe
hyperkalemia, severe rhabdomyolysis, and increased intra-
compartmental pressure were detected. Emergency
hemodialysis and fasciotomy were performed. Aggressive
fluid supplementation reaching 24 liters for the initial 24
hours was needed to counteract massive edema and fluid
loss to the injured legs. This fluid support was sustained
until the fasciotomy wound was closed. The clinical course
was not complicated by acute renal failure, and now she can
walk without assistance.
[Case 3] A 25-year-old male was transferred to this hospi-
tal 35 hours after injury. He had been compressed under
the debris for eight hours, and had renal failure on admis-
sion. He was hemodialyzed from the day of arrival. After
several days, he had unexpected complications including
necrosis of the gall bladder that required surgical interven-
tion. His general condition and renal function recovered
rapidly after the operation.
Keywords: acute renal failure; cardiopulmonary arrest; crush syn-
drome; earthquake; fasciotomy; fracture; hemodialysis; hyperkalemia;
rhabdomyolysis
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Long-Term Physical Outcome of Patients Who
Suffered Crush Syndrome: Prognostic Indicators
Tetsuya Matsuoka
Senshu Critical Care Medical Center, Japan

Objective: To identify independent predictors of physical
outcome in patients suffering from crush syndrome
Methods: Sensory and motor functions were examined
two years after the 1995 Hanshin-Awaji earthquake in 42

patients with a combined total of 58 compressed lower
extremities. The influences of time to rescue, fasciotomy,
and radical debridement on lower leg muscle strength were
evaluated by stepwise regression analysis.
Results: Severe disabilities related to the lower leg compart-
ment were present, and the anterior compartment was dam-
aged more severely than was the posterior compartment.
Stepwise regression analysis showed the performance of fas-
ciotomy and debridement to be an independent predictor of
long-term, lower leg muscle survival, and indicated that it
was an independent predictor when the debrided compart-
ments were not included in the analysis. In all debrided
anterior compartments, muscle contractility was abolished
completely. There was a significant negative correlation
between time to fasciotomy and lower leg muscle strength.
Conclusions: Secondary compartment syndrome affected
physical outcome in crush syndrome patients. There was no
evidence that fasciotomy improves functional outcome.
Delayed rescue, delayed fasciotomy, and radical debride-
ment may worsen the physical prognosis. Indications for
fasciotomy in crush syndrome during the acute phase need
further study and evaluation.
Keywords: debridement; earthquake; fasciotomy; Hanshin-Awaji;
morbidity; predictors; rescue
Prehosp Disast Med 2002; 17:s26.
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Objective: Myocardial injury used to be considered as one
of the major complications associated with sternal fracture,
even though recent studies on injuries associated with frac-
ture of sternum are contrary to this belief. Many authors
now believe the presence of sternal fracture no longer is
indicative of occult injuries to the underlying structure
such as the heart.
Methods: A case was presented of a 38-year-old female
patient transferred to our hospital after being injured in a
motor vehicle accident. On arrival, her blood pressure (BP)
was 90/50 mmHg but two hours later, it dropped to 60/30
mmHg. Although her chest roentgenography and electro-
cardiography (ECG) did not reveal any significant find-
ings, chest computerized tomography (CT) scan later
revealed a sternal fracture and cardiac tamponade.
Results: A diagnosis of cardiac rupture resulting from ster-
nal fracture following blunt chest trauma was made. Under
midline sternotomy, her right atrial rupture was repaired.
The patient was doing well during a three months post-
operative follow-up.
Conclusion: Clinicians should maintain a high index of
suspicion for the presence cardiac tamponade in cases pre-
sented as blunt chest trauma as early diagnosis and surgical
intervention is vital to the patient's survival.
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The Effects on the Central Nervous System Induced
byTetrodotoxin Poisoning
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Objective: Tetrodotoxin (TTX) is a neurotoxin known to
cause food poisoning. It is found in a variety of both freshwa-
ter and marine species. Patients with tetrodotoxin intoxication
generally have a very typical course of illness involving the car-
diovascular, respiratory, peripheral and central nervous sys-
tems.
Methods: A 59-year-old, male, taxi driver presented to the
emergency department with dyspnea and numbness after
eating some porridge cooked with Takifugu niphobles. On
arrival, he was tachypneic, hypertensive, consciousness
clear, and was able to give a coherent history. He immedi-
ately was intubated, but respiratory effort ceased several
minutes later. About one hour later, he was in deep coma
with Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS) Score = 3, had a sinus
bradycardia, and became severely hypotensive.
Results: During the next two days, he continued to have
fluctuating blood pressure, hypothermia, and polyuria. At
36 hours after admission, he regained consciousness and
some upper limb motor function, but still had no sponta-
neous breathing effort. An EEG showed "minor diffuse
cortical dysfunction likely to be metabolic in origin". Later
in the day his vision recovered spontaneously. Ventilatory
function returned and the patient self-extubated on the fol-
lowing day. On day 10, he was discharged after a follow-up
EEG that showed "no evidence of focal cortical dysfunc-
tion". Tetrodotoxin measured by bioassay was 300 mouse
units per gram (MU/g).

Conclusion: To our knowledge this is the first report of a
human that demonstrated this cortical dysfunction on
EEG during tetrodotoxin poisoning.
Keywords: central nervous system; intoxication; takifugu niphobles;
tetrodotoxin
Prehosp Disast Med 2002;117:s27.
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Objective: To observe telemedicine in an emergency

department between Taipei-Veterans General Hospital
and Kinmen-Granite, County Hospitals in Taiwan.
Methods: This clinical study was carried out from July
1996 through to September 2001. Data for total of 920
teleconsultation cases were collected using a questionnaire.
Evaluation elements included: 1) consulting quality; 2)
duration of the teleconsultation; the benefit to the patients;
and 4) the charges. The purposes of the teleconsultation
project were to establish electronically an exchange of med-
ical information and to conduct clinical examinations and
consultations.
Results: The peak interval of the ages of the patients was
21-30 years. Radiological consultation was the most fre-
quently involved area of consultation, followed by chest
medicine, neurosurgery, orthopedics, dermatology, and
general surgery. The questionnaire indicated that 74% of
the time, teleconsultations was used to obtain a the second
opinion. More than 95% of the physicians involved believe
that the telemedicine system will affect the quality of the
consultation and that the consultation is helpful. The doc-
tors in Taipei-VGH were more satisfied with the telecon-
sultation facility than were the doctors in Kinmen
Hospitals.
Conclusion: The consultation doctors confirm that the
clinical evaluation using the telemedicine is positive and
has the potential to help during a disaster period.
Keywords: consultation; questionnaire; telecommunication, telemedi-
cine.
Prehosp Disast Med 2002;17:s27.

Covering Disasters: A Look at Disaster News
Reporting in the Philippine Media
Lino Racho Luyun
Cemshad, Inc., The Philippines

Objectives: The study aims to find out how disaster news
are framed in the Philippine print media and the media
practices that inform the framing of such news.
Method: The study qualitatively content analyzed several
disaster news reports from different broadsheets within
2001.
Results: The regularity of events that result in disasters
that strike the Philippines for the past years reveals a pat-
tern that the press applies in framing disaster news.
Emphasis is given to statistics regarding the number of
persons affected by these events. It also showed a tendency
to place emphasis on personalities, spending precious ink
to highlight the activities of politicians and officials who
often use such disasters as photo opportunities to further
their political careers. Disaster news, on the whole, is pre-
sented as an 'event', given prominence for a while until a
new event takes its place in the public spotlight.
Conclusions: The tendency of the press to treat disaster
news as 'events' has the potential to instill a feeling of
fatigue among the populace towards disasters. Instead of
communicating information that will help people make
critical and informed choices during such disasters, the
press focus on simple cause and effect explanations as to
why such disasters happen. This has not translated into
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