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The activities of the Security Council of the U.N. reflect the
status and the evolution of international relations on major
issues. The resolutions adopted on these issues mirror the
state of those often changing relations, and for the purpose
of research it is necessary that these resolutions be collect-
ed in a topical order. At the same time this implies a geo-
graphical approach, but mere publication according to geo-
graphical and topical criteria gives no insight into the under-
lying issues.
In this thematic guide, Professor Wellens has combined all
the requirements that a researcher is looking for: the texts,
in chronological order according to the topical issues and
geographical distribution, accompanied by a succinct sum-
mary of the most salient features of the facts leading to the
submission of the case to the Council. This is a novel and
most useful approach to a collection of documents re-
flecting nearly a half-century of international relations and
disputes which States have had to settle mainly through the
Security Council.
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