PREFACE

This volume is the proceedings of the IAU Symposium
"Star Clusters1'. It includes the invited papers, brief accounts
of the contributed papers, and the associated discussion. The
topics discussed at the symposium included many aspects of
recent research on open clusters and globular clusters. Because
cluster studies touch on so many areas of stellar, galactic
and extragalactic astronomy, this volume should be of interest
to a wide astronomical readership.
In setting up the scientific program for this symposium,
the scientific organizers were mindful of a very successful
NATO Advanced Study Institute at Cambridge (UK) in August,
1978, at which recent advances in globular cluster studies
were thoroughly reviewed. So the emphasis at this symposium
was on open clusters and problems common to open and globular
clusters. One day only was scheduled exclusively for
globular clusters, and the topics chosen for that day are
ones in which rapid progress is being made.
We would like to mention here two aspects of this symposium
which contributed significantly to the useful and relaxed
discussion following the scientific contributions.
(i) There were about 75 short contributed papers at this
four-day symposium. To leave enough time for discussion at the
formal sessions, about 70 per cent of these papers were scheduled
for display on poster boards. Each paper was displayed for two
days. These poster papers were widely read, mainly during the
long coffee breaks. They seem to provide a viable response to
the dual pressures of giving enough time for unhurried discussion
during the formal sessions and enough opportunity for people
to communicate new results.
(ii) Discussion sheets were not used. The organizers believe
that these sheets have a distracting and inhibiting effect on
discussion. An inexpensive but sensitive directional microphone
of the type employed by amateur ornithologists for field work was
used to tape the discussion; the written discussion that appears
in this volume is, in most cases, a direct transcript of the
tape.
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