
1 COMMENT

Learning Circles and
the M-Bone
Early feedback on our tenth anniversary issue (£741, Jan 95)
includes a note from Robin Poppeldorff of the Reporter, an Italian
EFL newspaper, saying: 'Congratulations on publishing one of the
most interesting articles we've read yet concerning Internet and
ESOL in last month's E.T.'

Others have also commented favourably on John Cumming's
article 'Internet and the English language', but Robin Poppeldorff
adds: 'We're also trying to keep up/get involved and have recently
published a book dealing with teacher Mark Irvine's experience
using E-mail and participating in AT&T Learning Circles.'
Enclosed with the note was a copy of Irvine's Write around the
World (Reporter and AT&T, 1994, Lire 30,000, £12.50).

AT&T sends would-be members of a Learning Circle a package
containing an introductory explanatory letter and a curriculum
guide for teachers regarding ways in which 'telecomputing' can
serve as a learning tool, with groups of, say, Italian students of
English working with groups in the US and maybe Malaysia - a
vast advance on writing to a solitary foreign pen pal by 'snailmail'.
Language teachers often talk about the value of 'authentic mate-
rials' in stimulating students. It is hard to imagine anything more
authentic and immediate than this.

The Reporter project is one of many digital developments about
which news now reaches ET almost every day. Another is the M-
Bone ('multicast backbone') through which groups of computers
can broadcast text, audio, and video interactively - a process
called multicasting. Quoted by the New York Times Service in
February this year, Steve Deering of Xerox in Palo Alto, California,
said that the M-bone could become 'a sort of global video tele-
phone system that allows groups of people - not just individuals
- to share voice, data and images over the Internet'.

Scientists already use it to monitor video and data signals from
robot submarines on the ocean floor, and 'medical students in
Britain and Sweden can watch as a surgeon in San Francisco per-
forms an unusual operation, asking the doctor questions as the
procedure takes place'. No prizes for guessing the usual language
for such questions. „ , , . ,

M Tom McArthur

The editorial policy of English Today is to provide a focus or forum for all sorts of
news and opinion from around the world. The points of view of individual writers are
as a consequence their own, and do not reflect the opinion of the editorial board. In
addition, wherever feasible, ET generally leaves unchanged the orthography
(normally British or American) and the usage of individual contributors, although the
editorial style of the journal itself is that of Cambridge University Press.

© Cambridge University Press 1995.
No contents may be reproduced by
any means without the permission of
Cambridge University Press.

English Today (ISSN 0266-0784) is a
quarterly.

Publisher Cambridge University
Press, Edinburgh Building,
Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2
2RU. Telephone (01223) 312393
Email: English_Today@cup.cam.ac.uk
Subscriptions: the current annual
subscription price for four issues for
libraries and institutions is £49
outside North America; £24 for
individuals; £19 for students and the
retired; airmail £11 per year extra.
Apply to Jane Crossland at the above
address.
Advertising Sales: write to the
Advertising Promoter at the above
address.

USA, CANADA AND MEXICO:
Publisher: Cambridge University
Press, 40 West 20th Street, New
York, NY 10011-4211. Telephone
(212)924 3900.
Subscriptions: the current annual
subscription price in USA, Canada
and Mexico for libraries and
institutions is $79; $38 for individuals;
$26 for students and the retired.
Copies are air-freighted to New York
to arrive with minimum delay. Apply
to Joseph D. Hranek at the above
address.
Advertising Sales: write to the
Advertising Coordinator at the above
address.
Second class postage paid at New
York, NY and at additional mailing
offices.
POSTMASTER: send address
changes in USA, Canada and Mexico
to English Today, Cambridge
University Press, 110 Midland
Avenue, Port Chester, New York, NY
10573-4930.

Japanese prices for institutions
(including ASP delivery) are available
from Kinokuniya Company Ltd, P.O.
Box 55, Chitose, Tokyo 156, Japan.

Letters to the Editor write to
Dr Tom McArthur, Editor, English
Today, 22-23 Ventress Farm Court,
Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1
4HD, UK. Tel/Fax 01223 245934
A call for papers: in £T's files we
have cuttings/clippings from a wide
range of British and North American
newspapers, and a scattering of
material from many other sources. If
readers would care to add to our files
by sending in occasional (titled and
dated) materials from their local
newspapers, etc., this would be a
great help in widening the range of
usage which we can quote.
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