
 

 

and the motivation to quit these substances is low, it can cause severe health problems in older adults. In RCFs 
this may cause a dilemma between the QoL of individual residents and the health and safety problems of all 
residents. This study aims to explore multiple perspectives on alcohol and tobacco use within the RCF.  

Methods: A qualitative research design was chosen, and semi-structured interviews were conducted. A various 
sample was purposively selected in two organizations on two types of units (psychogeriatric units and units 
providing care for residents with mainly physical disabilities): residents who use alcohol and/or tobacco and those 
who do not. Subsequently, four of these 16 residents were invited to participate in an in-depth case study. To 
explore the dynamics of the social environment, both formal and informal caregivers were invited to participate.  

Results: Residents are satisfied with their current use and value their autonomy regarding alcohol and tobacco 
use. Residents acknowledge that their use could cause a nuisance to others. Multiple caregivers are involved in 
their use and residents experience dependency on these caregivers to smoke tobacco or drink alcohol. There was 
limited interaction between the residents and their (in)formal caregivers and amongst the caregivers on this 
topic. Moreover, caregivers tended to act from their own perspectives, based on their professional expertise, 
knowledge, and attitudes towards residents’ alcohol and tobacco use.  

Conclusion: A dilemma arises between protecting residents from the adverse (health) outcomes of alcohol and 
tobacco use and sustaining their QoL by optimizing their autonomy. Future research could assess how to integrate 
providing PCC to residents by offering choices and autonomy, while considering the addictive component of these 
substances, health, and safety risks for all.  
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Introduction: Suicidal behaviors represent a serious public health problem in terms of mortality, morbidity and 
social impact. Suicide in the elderly is a statistical reality little studied in the Latin American context. Method: It´s 
an observational study where we reviewed the records of the patients seen between January 2018 and December 
2019 at the Psychogeriatrics Clinic of the Ramón de la Fuente Muñiz National Institute of Psychiatry; collecting 
sociodemographic, clinical information and evaluating the suicidal risk by the SAD PERSONS Scale. With the 
information obtained, we correlated variables with suicidal risk based on the Pearson and Spearman correlation 
indices.  
 
Results: A total of 404 files were reviewed, finding that in the last 5 years 1.4% of the patients had made a suicide 
attempt, what was directly related to a history of violence (r=0.256, p=0.011). Suicidal thoughts in the past year 
(15.4%) and increased suicidal risk were associated with PAS use (r=0.123, p=0.037) (r=0.207, p=0.001) and 
depressive disorder (r=0.148, p=0.012) (r=0.27, p=0.000).  
 
Conclusions: In the older adult population, some of the clinical and sociodemographic factors associated with 
suicidal risk described for the general population could continue to be considered risk factors, among them: being 
male, low level of education, diagnosis of depressive disorder, having medical comorbidities and the use of SPA. 
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