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TO DIVINATION 

ABSTRACT: 

The method of d i v i n i n g by ya r row s t a l k i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
scheme of 64 hexagrams d i d e x i s t i n t h e Yin Dynas ty . N u m e r i c a l 
s t r i n g s of t h r e e and s i x l i n e s on o r a c l e bones r e c e n t l y u n e a r t h e d 
provide the new evidence for the above s t a t emen t and many scho la r s 
have d i scussed i t . My paper c o n t r i b u t e s t h e fo l lowing new p o i n t s : 

(1) Comparing the 64 hexagram names in the Ma-wang-tui manu
s c r i p t w i t h t h o s e a p p e a r i n g in t h e so c a l l e d K u e i - t s a n g 

( J r ^ i ^ l ^ recorded by l a t e r s c h o l a r s , we find some s i m i l a r 
i t y on b o t h s i d e s . Th i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e K u e i - t s a n g i s 
not a legendary m a t t e r . 

(2) Some H s i n - t i e n Jf 3̂5 per iod wares found in Kansu a l s o show 
the numerica l marks such as % , A , — • This a l s o sugges ts 
t h a t s u c h t r i g r a m images had been used by s t i l l e a r l i e r 
people . 

(3) The g raph f o r n i n e " 7L " was found on one o r a c l e bone 
from C h ' i - c h i a ™r '£ . I t shows t h a t t h e Wes t e rn Chou 
p e o p l e had advanced t h e way of d i v i n i n g and t h u s t h e 

—A. 
e m p h a s i s on Yin f% of t h e Yin p e o p l e had been deve loped 
i n t o the emphasis on Yang VjjL . 

(4) I t r y t o i n t e r p r e t , w i t h r e f e r e n c e to t h e s e n t e n c e s of 
Chou-yi, the d i v i n i n g hexagrams which appear on the bamboo 
s t r i p s found i n T ' i e n - h s i n g - k u a n ^%_$>L , C h i a n g - l i n g 
i-*~ ??L • As the symbol of ^ ( ~f\ ) was s t i l l employed by 
the Ch'u people, i t seems t h a t they were fo l lowing the way 
of the Yin people i n t h e emphasis on Yin. 

DISCUSSION: 

Answering a ques t ion by Terry Kleeman (Un ive r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , 
Berkeley) Jao expla ined t h a t in Zuo zhuan t h e r e was a number system 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g be tween t h e e l e m e n t a r y numbers 1 to 5 and t h e 
" c o m p o s i t e " numbers 6 t o 9 . L a t e r , t h e numbers 2 t o 4 were e l i m i n 
a ted from i t . Due to the c r y p t i c na tu re of the t e x t u a l evidence, i t 
was e s s e n t i a l t h a t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l in fo rmat ion be adduced t o exp la in 
t h e t r u e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s s y s t e m , J a o c o n t e n d e d . He had h e a r d 
t h a t systems c o n s i s t i n g only of the numbers 5 to 9 had become known 
as t h e r e s u l t of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h . 

Zhang Zheng lang made a number of comments on J a o ' s p a p e r . He 
c l a i m e d t o h a v e s e e n more n u m e r i c a l symbo l s on a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y 
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excavated objects, a large number of which, however, were fragmentary 
and could not be used. Numerical systems such as the one described 
by Jao are known from the Xia dynasty onward, t e s t i f y i n g to a very 
ear ly presence in China of o racu la r modes of thought . The Xindian 
cul tural evidence Jao had dwelt on, however, was probably l a te r than 
Xia, and by no means c o n s t i t u t e d the e a r l i e s t or most s i g n i f i c a n t 
such evidence known. The ea r l i e s t numerical, and possibly oracular, 
records discovered so far are on ceramic vesse l s found a t a s i t e in 
Nantong |ifQfS i n Northern J iangsu , belonging to the Songze if£ Tit 
phase of the middle Neolithic Majiabang Ŝ  'fc.yPz culture. This most 
primitive system used a l l numbers from 1 to 9. In teres t ingly , Fu Xi 
iK 15 > the legendary inventor of the Eight Trigrams, i s supposed to 
have^.ived in th i s region of Southeastern China. However, apart from 
the t r i g r a m s , t he re i s evidence t h a t the hexagrams, t oo , had been 
known in that part of China since very early times. 
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