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place of confidence intervals is given byplace of confidence intervals is given by

Gardner & Altman (1990,Gardner & Altman (1990, British JournalBritish Journal

of Psychiatryof Psychiatry,, 156156, 472–474). Use of these, 472–474). Use of these

is encouraged but not mandatory.is encouraged but not mandatory.

Authors are encouraged to includeAuthors are encouraged to include

estimates of statistical power where appro-estimates of statistical power where appro-

priate. To report a difference as beingpriate. To report a difference as being

statistically significant is generally insuffi-statistically significant is generally insuffi-

cient, and comment should be made aboutcient, and comment should be made about

the magnitude and direction of change.the magnitude and direction of change.

RANDOMISED CONTROLLEDRANDOMISED CONTROLLED
TRIALSTRIALS

TheThe JournalJournal recommends to authors therecommends to authors the

CONSORT guidelines (CONSORT guidelines ( Journal of theJournal of the

American Medical AssociationAmerican Medical Association, 1996,, 1996, 276276,,

637–639) in relation to the reporting of637–639) in relation to the reporting of

randomised controlled clinical trials. Inrandomised controlled clinical trials. In

particular, a flow chart illustrating theparticular, a flow chart illustrating the

progress of subjects through the trialprogress of subjects through the trial

(CONSORT diagram) must be included.(CONSORT diagram) must be included.

GENERALGENERAL

All abbreviations must be spelt out onAll abbreviations must be spelt out on

first usage and only widely recognisedfirst usage and only widely recognised

abbreviations will be permitted.abbreviations will be permitted.

The generic names of drugs should beThe generic names of drugs should be

used, and the source of any compoundsused, and the source of any compounds

not yet available on general prescriptionnot yet available on general prescription

should be indicated.should be indicated.

Generally, SI units should be used;Generally, SI units should be used;

where they are not, the SI equivalent shouldwhere they are not, the SI equivalent should

be included in parentheses. Units shouldbe included in parentheses. Units should

not use indices: i.e. report g/ml, not g mlnot use indices: i.e. report g/ml, not g ml7711..

The use of notes separate to the textThe use of notes separate to the text

should generally be avoided, whether theyshould generally be avoided, whether they

be footnotes or a separate section at thebe footnotes or a separate section at the

end of a paper. A footnote to the first pageend of a paper. A footnote to the first page

may, however, be included to give somemay, however, be included to give some

general information concerning the paper.general information concerning the paper.

If an individual patient is described, hisIf an individual patient is described, his

or her consent should be obtained and sub-or her consent should be obtained and sub-

mitted with the manuscript. The patientmitted with the manuscript. The patient

should read the report before submission.should read the report before submission.

Where the patient is not able to giveWhere the patient is not able to give

informed consent, it should be obtainedinformed consent, it should be obtained

from an authorised person. Where thefrom an authorised person. Where the

patient refuses to give consent, the casepatient refuses to give consent, the case

study can only be written up if personalstudy can only be written up if personal

details and dates and other informationdetails and dates and other information

which identifies the patient is omitted towhich identifies the patient is omitted to

ensure that there is no breach of confidenti-ensure that there is no breach of confidenti-

ality. Contributors should be aware of theality. Contributors should be aware of the

risk of complaint by patients in respect ofrisk of complaint by patients in respect of

defamation and breach of confidentiality,defamation and breach of confidentiality,

and where concerned should seek advice.and where concerned should seek advice.
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A proof will be sent to the correspondingA proof will be sent to the corresponding

author of an article. Offprints, which areauthor of an article. Offprints, which are

prepared at the same time as theprepared at the same time as the JournalJournal,,

should be ordered when the proof isshould be ordered when the proof is

returned to the Editor. Offprints are des-returned to the Editor. Offprints are des-

patched up to six weeks after publication.patched up to six weeks after publication.

The form assigning copyright to the CollegeThe form assigning copyright to the College

must be returned with the proof.must be returned with the proof.
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Letters must be double spaced and shouldLetters must be double spaced and should

not exceed 350 words. They will be editednot exceed 350 words. They will be edited

for clarity and conformity withfor clarity and conformity with JournalJournal

style and may be shortened. There shouldstyle and may be shortened. There should

be no more than five references. Proofs willbe no more than five references. Proofs will

not be sent to authors. If an individual pa-not be sent to authors. If an individual pa-

tient is described, his or her consent shouldtient is described, his or her consent should

be obtained and submitted with the manu-be obtained and submitted with the manu-

script (see above). Letters must include ascript (see above). Letters must include a

‘Declaration of interest’ (see above), to be‘Declaration of interest’ (see above), to be

published at the discretion of the Corre-published at the discretion of the Corre-

spondence Editor.spondence Editor.
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