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Preface

The link between the structure of the interstellar medium in galaxies and the star
formation process on both local and global scales is one of the fastest growing areas of
astrophysical research. The availability of wide-field far-infrared and submillimeter sur-
veys with, e.g., the Spitzer, Herschel, Planck, Wise, and Akari space observatories, cou-
pled with the much improved capabilities of ground-based millimeter and submillimeter
interferometers, have led to spectacular and decisive steps forward in our understanding
of star formation modes from solar system scales (tens of AUs) to global (kpc) scales in
galaxies.

The goal of Symposium 315 was to start building up a coherent picture of how star for-
mation is fuelled on a wide range of scales. Our ambition was to bring together researchers
working on star formation throughout the Universe from nearby clouds to local galaxies
to the first star-forming galaxies at high redshift, and to make connections between the
most recent observations and the most advanced numerical simulations. We wished to
foster discussions around the fundamental question of whether the dominant mode of
star formation is quasi-universal or environment-dependent, we encouraged debates on
a number of critical issues such as the origin and universality of the stellar initial mass
function, the nature of star formation ‘laws’, and the role of feedback.

We are grateful to the SOC members for their help, exquisite expertise and generous
share of their time, and we warmly thank all the participants for the high quality of
their talks and posters. May these proceedings reflect the enthousiasm we put in the
organisation of this symposium that was held during the 2015 TAU general assembly.

Lausanne / Saclay / Groningen, Spring 2016,
Pascale Jablonka, Philippe André, and Floris van der Tak, co-chairs of the SOC
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