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“Whatever the future shape of the race-class nexus, the 
likelihood of America soon becoming postracial seems small, 
at least for African Americans . . . In fact, if today’s austere 
economy continues, race and class conflicts may harden, and 
young people in the future may not be as racially tolerant 
and postracial as are some of today’s youth.”

“It is a far-fetched hypothetical, but if every young male 
registered for the draft had been asked not his race but if he 
came from a household that he rented or owned … the entire 
history of the census undercount could have turned on that 
variable rather than race. In fact there are many household 
characteristics that in principle might offer much better 
predictors of census coverage than does race; these include 
language skills of household members, length of time in the 
country, education and income levels, marital status, and 
whether there are other family members living nearby.”

“The essays gathered here on the relationship between 
African Americans and immigrants … illustrate the rapidly-
shifting and ever-changing nature of racial classification, 
fueled by economic decline and terrorist threats. And they 
call for more precise, site-based study of how African 
Americans and immigrants cooperate and compete for work, 
the human and symbolic capital with which they each enter 
the job market, and how their political elites parse their 
divergences and common class interests.”

“The assimilative power of intermarriage operates so strongly 
for the children of Asian-White and Latino-White couples 
that most identify and are identified by others as White and/
or American.  By contrast, the children of Black interracial 
couples are much more likely to adopt a Black racial identity, 
suggesting that these couples appear to be traversing a 
different pathway, and more specifically, incorporating into a 
racialized, minority status.”

“Examining how race was framed in political advertisements 
during the 2008 presidential election, we found that neither 
candidate ran a campaign that explicitly identified race, 
suggesting that overt racial messages are not acceptable in a 
society with a professed egalitarian norm of racial equality.”

Michael C. Dawson and William Julius Wilson,  
Mary Odem and Irene Browne, Ruth Gomberg-Muñoz, 
Kevin Wallsten and Tatishe M. Nteta, Juan Herrera, 
Virginia Parks and Dorian Warren, Daniel Kato  
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