
MRS. MAUD CATHERINE BAKER 

At an age when m o s t of us a r e looking forward to l e i s u r e , 
M r s . Maud Ca the r ine Bake r began her work with the C o n g r e s s . She was 
fo r ty -e igh t , her family had grown up, and she had in mind that l ight 
work migh t d i v e r t h e r . She reckoned without Lloyd Wil l iams and he r 
own quick i n t e r e s t . They began in a s m a l l way with a typewr i t e r in an 
office in the W i l l i a m s ' home and v e r y l i t t le e l s e ; M r s . Bake r b rought 
s t a t i one ry f rom h o m e . Her ea r l y dut ies included walking the dog. 

Throughout the y e a r , he r dut ies i n c r e a s e d and the office fu rn i tu re 
accumula ted in a s e r i e s of p a s s a g e s f r o m the f i r s t office in McGil l 
Eng inee r ing Building to an office in Ecole Poly technique and finally to 
the p r e s e n t office. Once Wil l iams cal led the M o n t r e a l office f r o m the 
S e m i n a r mee t ing in V ic to r i a College, Toron to ; they badly needed 
s e c r e t a r i a l he lp . The B a k e r family loaded M r s . B a k e r on a t r a i n 
comple te with t ypewr i t e r - by no m e a n s p o r t a b l e . After that, it b e c a m e 
unders tood that M r s . B a k e r would attend al l the s e m i n a r s . 

She c a m e to know a l l the m a t h e m a t i c i a n s of Canada and they 
l ea rned to r e s p e c t h e r quick in te l l igence , h e r i m m e n s e r e a d i n e s s to 
he lp . She l ikes to r e m e m b e r that many of the m e n now p r o m i n e n t in 
Canadian m a t h e m a t i c s w e r e g radua te s tudents when she began . 

M r s . B a k e r gave twenty y e a r s of he r life to the C o n g re s s , twenty 
y e a r s of devoted s e r v i c e and h e r hours at the office often extended far 
into the night . She gave gene rous ly to the C o n g r e s s for she knew no 
o ther way to g ive . 

Our affection goes with her in h e r r e t i r e m e n t . She p r o p o s e s to 
l ive with her daughter in Stamford, Connect icut . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y , 
she i s planning to have a l i t t le l ight office work to d i v e r t h e r . 
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