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The style of speech illustrated is that of many educated speakers of standard Igbo.
Standard Igbo can be seen as a fusion of aspects of central Igbo and Onitsha Igbo. In its
present form standard Igbo cannot be localized in any particular region or area of Igboland
(Ikekeonwu 1985).
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Both dental and alveolar plosives [t, d] and [t, d] are found in the language. The
alveolar plosive allophones occur mainly in the environment of/u/ and /u/. The voiced
post-alveolar approximant 111 is realized as a flap [r] intervocalically e.g. ara [ara]
'madness'.

The labial-velar plosives /lcp, gb7 involve double articulation; the velar and labial
closures are made and released simultaneously. The airstream used is pulmonic
eggressive. However, in some dialects, e.g. Enu-Onitsha Igbo, the voiced bilabial-velar
plosive /gB/ may be realized as a voiced bilabial implosive [6] and in the Owerri dialect /kp/
may be realized as a voiceless bilabial implosive f{5]. Aspirated and nasalized consonants
are not used in standard Igbo. They are, however, used distinctively in some Igbo dialects
e.g. Umuahia and Owerri within Inland East Igbo (Inland East Igbo incorporates what was
known as Central Igbo in earlier writings). A voiced labiodental fricative [v] occurs in
some Igbo dialects but not in standard Igbo; the Umuahia dialect has [rrjvp] for 'finger nail'
where standard Igbo has [mbo].

There is vowel harmony in Igbo. The 8 vowels fall into two sets distinguished by
pharyngeal cavity size (Lindau 1975), with 'expanded' vs 'unexpanded' pharynx. The sets
are shown below. Vowels from different sets do not normally co-occur in a word. This
distinction is often discussed in terms of an ATR (Advanced Tongue Root) parameter,
since fronting the tongue root contributes to pharyngeal expansion. One of the diacritics
[, 1 or [ J can be used to distinguish one set of vowels from the other. In this illustration
the unexpanded (-ATR) set are marked, except that since separate letters are used for /e/ and
/a/ it is unnecessary to use a diacritic to distinguish this pair. The older tradition of using
symbols that suggest the auditory height differences of the vowels, as indicated by their
locations on the accompanying vowel chart, can be used as an alternative. The suggested
symbols would be:

Expanded ([+ATR]) Unexpanded ([-ATR])
I
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Two distinctive tones are often recognized in Igbo; in addition, there is a third tone,
a downstepped high. The tones may be marked as follows:
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['] = high; n = low [*'] = downstep.
In our text illustration we have left the low tone unmarked. In the orthography, however,
the downstep is usually indicated with a macron ["] on the affected segment. In the words
used for exemplification and in the orthographic version of the passage in the Onwu
orthography (the current orthography for Igbo) we have marked all the tones.

There is the tonal phenomenon of downdrift in Igbo: each succeeding high tone is
lower than the preceding one, especially when there is an intervening low tone. In a
sequence H - L - H, the second high is on a lower pitch than the first. Low tones are also
affected by downdrift. This phenomenon, of course, is of no phonemic significance.

Transcription of recorded passage

ikuku yguju na ali]wy naajy/i ta y^ka 6jie *kd ibe jd ike" mgbe fid
fiujy otu 6jie 1d3e ka 6 ji uwe ygyjy ja naabla\ fia kwekojjtaja na 6ji6
^ u i u yzo mee ka ope 1d3e afiy jipu uwe Aja ka a ga ewe dl ka ope ka Ibe
')& Ike. ikuku ygyjy w e e ma lite fee, fee, fee, otu Ike 4ja fia; ma ka Q na
efe ka ope 1d3e afiu na ed3'ides1 Auwe ;ja rike na afiy 4ja\ ja fekata fia"py.
mgbe dfiu a4nwu wee tjdputa, tjasi4ke mee ka ebe xml\€ kpoad <j;ku
nd;dtufuyi oge ope 1d3e afiu jipyju uwe ;ja nke a meje ikuku uguju
kweae na a^nwu ka ja Ike.

Orthographic text

Ikuku ligyru na Xnwu na-arurita uka onye kalbe ya ike rhgbe ha huru otu onye
ije ka 6 yi uwe uguru ya na-abia. Ha kwekorltara na onye buru uzo mee ka onye ije ahu
yipu uwe ya ka a ga-ewe dika onye ka ibe ya ike. Ikuku uguru wee malite fee, fee, otu
ike ya ha; ma ka o na-efe ka onye ije ahu na-ejidesi uwe yalke na ahii ya. Ya fekata
hapu. Mgbe ahu Anwu wee chaputa, chasike, mee ka ebe niile kporo pku; na-atufughi
oge onye ije ahu yipuru uwe ya. Nke a mere "ikuku uguru kwere na Anwu ka ya ike.
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