
APPENDIX 3

POPULATION ESTIMATES

The estimates of total population and the population of adult males used in this book
are based on a series of national taxation records that survive between 1327 and 1603.
These consist of the 1327 lay subsidy, the 1377–81 poll taxes, the 1524–5 lay subsidies,
and the 1563 and 1603 diocesan population returns, although the records do not
survive for each return for all the case studies. In each case, the records only account
for a varying proportion of the actual population of the communities surveyed, and
thus various multipliers were applied to the numbers given in the documents to
achieve estimated ranges of population. These multipliers are based on those found in
relevant secondary literature.

Table a3.1 summarises the actual returns and multipliers applied, while the
footnotes detail the sources of both the returns and the multipliers used. As a final
set of caveats, it is vital to remember that these are very imprecise estimates of
population, and likely reflect trends better than absolute levels of population. It is
further important to remember that none of the returns used the manor as a basis for
assessment, but rather the vill for the lay subsidies and poll tax, and the parish for the
diocesan population returns. This means that these estimates are not necessarily
related to the number of tenants, with inhabitants included who may not have held
land in the manor, and non-resident manorial landholders excluded.
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