
SIR, 

J OURNA L OF GLAC TO L OGY 

Floating glacier tongue f rom Mount Erebus 

T he p ho tograph 111 F igure I is of the fl oating glacier tongue whi ch ex tends out into I'vl cMurdo 
Sound from the slopes of Moun t E rebus on Ross Island . T he latera l spurs a nd re-en tra n ts a re wen 
shown . I assume tha t these spurs a re formed when a g lacier or ice stream in whi ch th e ice is fl owing 
more rapid ly a t the cen tre tha n at the sides enters the sea, where, freed from res tra ini ng contact with 
the bottom, it m oves a t a uniform ra te. 

Fig. l. The floating gLacier tongue which extends into !l1ci\lfurdo SOllnd from the sLopes oJ Mount Ereblls. Ross IsLand 
( background) 

Perhaps o ne of your ma them a ticall y inclined read ers would be in terested to derive a stress analysis 
for this interesting phenomenon. 
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