
T H E M I D D L E E A S T STUDIES ASSOCIATION OF N O R T H AMERICA, INC. 

(MESA) was organized in 1966 by a group of American and Canadian 
scholars on the Middle East to 

• promote high standards of scholarship and instruction in this area; 
• facilitate communication among scholars through meetings and pub

lications; and 
• foster cooperation among persons and organizations concerned with 

the scholarly study of the Middle East. 

MESA focuses on the study of the Middle East since the rise of Islam, 
principally from the viewpoint of the humanities and the social sciences. 
Its membership is international. 

Persons of scholarly training and/or achievement in Middle East stud
ies are eligible to become Full Members ($50, Retired $25, Joint $60). Other 
categories of membership are Associate ($50), Student ($25), and Institu
tional ($500). Each membership is on a calendar-year basis. Membership 
includes subscriptions to the International Journal of Middle East Studies, 
the MESA Bulletin, and the MESA Newsletter. Application forms may 
be obtained from the MESA Secretariat, Department of Oriental Studies, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona 85721, (602) 621-5850. 

MESA is a nonprofit corporation with tax-exempt status. Contribu
tions to the Association are deductible under both U.S. Federal and British 
income tax regulations. 

Honorary Fellows: Aziz ATIYA, CLAUDE CAHEN, MAJID KHADDURI, 

ALBERT HOURANI, WILLIAM MONTGOMERY WATT 

Past President: WILLIAM B. QUANDT 

Pres ident : JOHN L. ESPOSITO 

President-Elect: YVONNE YAZBECK HADDAD 

Directors: 1987-1989: FEDWA MALTI-DOUGLAS, JOHN O. VOLL 

1988-1990: LISA ANDERSON, PETER VON SIVERS 

1989-1991: RASHID KHALIDI, ANN LESCH 

Executive Secretary k Treasurer: MICHAEL E. BONINE 

The following publications are available from the MESA Secretariat 
(please write for a price list): 

• American Images of Middle East Peoples: Impact of the High School, 
by Michael W. Suleiman. MESA 1977. 

• Directory of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs and Courses in 
Middle East Studies in the United States, Canada, and Abroad. MESA, 
published biennially. 

• The Image of the Middle East in Secondary School Textbooks, by 
William J. Griswold. MESA 1975. 

• Abstracts of Papers Delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Middle 
East Studies Association (1977-1980 only). 

• Back issues of the MESA Bulletin. 
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Bibliotheca 
Islamica J 

ISLAMIC HISTORY 
A Framework for Inquiry 
by R. Stephen Humphreys 

CONTENTS: Part I . Sources and Research Tools: Chap. 1, Reference 
Works - A. General, B. Bibliographic Tools, C. Languages, D. Geog
raphy and Topography, E. Chronology and Genealogy, F. The Scrip
tures of Islam, G. Research Libraries and their Catalogs, Chap. 2, The 
Sources: an Analytical Survey - A. Narrative and Literary Texts, B. 
Archives and Documents, C. Numismatics and Metrology, D. Epig
raphy, E. Art and Archaeology. Part II. Problems in Islamic History: 
Chap. 1, Early Historical Tradition and the First Islamic Polity - A. The 
Character of Early Islamic Historiography, B. Two Cases from the 
Early History of Islam, Chap. 2, Explanation and Interpretation: 
Modern Historians and the Abbasid Revolution - A. Developing an 
Analytic Framework, B. An Outline of the Sources, C. Analyses and 
Interpretations, Chap. 3, Bayhaqi and Ibn Taghribirdi: the Art of Nar
rative in Islamic Historical Writing during the Middle Periods - A. The 
Character of Islamic Historical Writing during the Middle Periods, B. 
Two Perspectives on Royal Autocracy: Bayhaqi and Ibn Taghribirdi, 
Chap. 4, Ideology and Propaganda: Religion and State under the Early 
Seljukids, Chap. 5 The Fiscal Administration of the Mamluk Empire, 
Chap. 6, The Cultural Elite: The Role and Status of the Ulama in 
Islamic Society, Chap. 7, Islamic Law and Islamic Society, Chap. 8, 
Urban Topography and Urban Society: Damascus under the Ayyubids 
and Mamluks - A. General Per spectives on Urban History in Islam, B. 
A Case Study: Damascus in the Later Middle Ages, Chap. 9, Non-
Muslim Participants in Islamic Society - A. The Role and Status of the 
Dhimmi, B. Autonomy and Dependence in the Jewish Communities of 
the Cairo Geniza, C. The Problem of Conversion, Chap. 10, The Voice
less Classes of Islamic Society: the Peasantry and Rural Life - A. The 
Physical Setting, B. Technology and the Human Impact, C. Agriculture 
and the Social Order. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INDEX, TOPICAL INDEX. 

CkXhbound $40.00 ~ Paperbound $19.95 

Box 14474 • Minneapolis, MN 55414 
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