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Ethiopia
Anatomy of a Traditional Polity
John Markakis
This is the fullest account so far of the complex interactions between the traditional
and the modern elements in the polity and society of Ethiopia. It concentrates on the
various forces that determine the distribution and uses of political power. The reign
of Haile Selassie is astutely analysed; for the first time class analysis is applied to
what is commonly regarded as a feudal society; and it is shown how the formation of
social classes is likely to prove decisive in shaping the character of Ethiopia in the
immediate future. £6-50 Oxford Studies in African Affairs

The Archaeology of Benin
Excavations and other Researches in and around
Benin City, Nigeria
Graham Connah
Benin has long been famous for its distinctive art style, and its history has been
extensively investigated. Field archaeology in Nigeria developed only comparatively
recently, however, and this work represents the first significant contribution to the
field archaeology of Benin, and adds to our knowledge of West Africa's archaeology
in general. Illustrated £14

The Northern Gabon Coast to 1875
K. David Patterson
The northern Gabon coast has been almost totally ignored by students of African
history. This study focuses on the rise and fall of two groups of coastal middlemen,
the Mpongwe of the Gabon Estuary and the Orungu of the Cape Lopez region.
£4-75 Oxford Studies in African Affairs

Cocoa, Custom and Socioeconomic
Change in Rural Western Nigeria
Sara S. Berry
Cocoa is Western Nigeria's main export crop, and the spread of its production since
the late nineteenth century has contributed to the commercialization and
diversification of the rural economy; at the same time it has strengthened some of the
institutional characteristics of pre-colonial Yoruba society. This study suggests a
reinterpretation of conventional explanations of West African export growth, and also
examines the implications for the relationship of the rural sector to the economy
as a whole and for current issues of rural development policy.
£7 Oxford Studies in African Affairs
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