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to the widespread 01 Tukai woodlands. The later
photograph shows the semi-dry swamp replaced
by the open waters of the Simek river, only a
battered remnant of the fringing trees remaining,
and open plains where the woodlands formerly
existed.

In a final chapter, discussing this and other
changes seen on a return visit in 1985, the author
attributes the disappearance of the Ol Tukai and
other woodlands solely to the over-abundance of
elephants. Here he is on dangerous ground; the
generally accepted view is that the death of the
woodlands was caused by a widespread rise in
the water table at about the time the Ngong Narok
springs increased their flow, which brought the
roots of the trees into contact with toxic concen-
trations of salts leached from below. However,
there can be no doubt that elephants have
everywhere increased the destruction by attack-
ing those fever trees that were able to survive
because their roots still tapped fresh water,
including those in the 1956 photograph.
Major Ian R. Grimwood, FFPS Vice-President
(Kenya).

Latvijas Putni (Birds of Latvia)
Viesturs Klimpins
Avots, Riga, Latvia. USSR. 1986. £17.50
Available from Collets, Denington Estate, Wellingborough,
Northants NN8 2QT, UK

I was entertained by the author in December
1985 to a show of his slides at the Institute of
Biology of the Latvian Academy of Sciences.
Now he has brought together 150 pages worth of
his colour photos and put with them 30 pages of
text. Text and captions are all in three languages:
Latvian, Russian and English. The title is trans-
lated as Birds of Latvia, but would be better as
'Birds in Latvia—a photographic album'. (The
most recent reference work on the birds of Latvia
is that edited by Janis Viksne under the title Birds
of Latvia: Territorial Distribution and Numbers
and published in 1983 by Zinatne in Riga. It has a
most helpful 18-page systematic list in English.)

Although educated as a biologist, Klimpins is
employed as an engineer in the Ornithological
Laboratory. Photographing birds is his hobby,
and this rich volume brings together the fruit of
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much labour and love over 25 years: 108 of
Latvia's 217 breeding species are represented,
many by more than one photograph. As is the
custom in eastern countries, there is a good pro-
portion of photographs of eggs and of nests.
There is also a number of pleasing habitat photo-
graphs. With very few exceptions all the birds are
obviously wild and free (the white pelican is no
doubt in a zoo, and a few birds, e.g. the blue-
throat, appear to be held in the hand). On page
102 there is a pleasing portrait of the rarely photo-
graphed middle-spotted woodpecker, and on
page 127 there is a long-tailed tit of the white-
headed race. Otherwise the birds are mostly very
familiar to ornithologists of western Europe.

The quality of the photographs varies somewhat,
due no doubt to the differing film stocks over the
years, to relative difficulties of different species,
and so on. There appears to be inconsistency
even in the printing, some pages (e.g. I l l ) being:
over-inked, many (e.g. 18) being fine.

All in all a colourful and varied feast for the eyes, a
galaxy of grand images from a small but charac-
terful country.
Jeffery Boswall, BBC Natural History Unit,
Bristol, UK.

South African Red Data Book—Terrestrial
Mammals
(South African National Scientific Programmes
Report No. 125)
Reay H. N. Smithers
Foundation for Research Development, Council for Scientific
and Industrial Research, PO Box 395, Pretoria 0001, South
Africa, 1986, 216 pp, SB (no price given).

Of the 243 species of terrestrial mammals known
to occur in the wild in South Africa, 42 (17 per
cent) are, to a greater or lesser extent, considered
to be under some threat of extinction. Three are
categorized as Endangered, 14 as Vulnerable,
and 25 as Rare. A further two (the quagga Equus
quagga and blue antelope Hippotragus leuco-
phaeus) have become extinct since the arrival in
the Cape of the first settlers in 1652, and another,
Lichtenstein's hartebeest Sigmoceros lichten-
steinii, has died out in the Republic, although it
still occurs in some countries to the north. Two
more, the cheetah Acinonyx jabatus and African
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