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MEMOIRS OF A RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT: OUTPOSTS OF THE EMPIRE.. 
1893-1917. By Andrew D. Kalmykow [Kalmykov]. Edited by Alexandra 
Kalmykow. Yale Russian and East European Studies, 10. New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1971. xv, 290 pp. $12.50. 

Between 1893 and 1914 the Russian diplomat A. D. Kalmykov lived in such places 
as Tabriz, Teheran, Bangkok, Ashkhabad, Tashkent, Uskub (Skopje), Crete, and 
Smyrna. Although he never rose above the rank of general consul, his memoirs 
provide valuable information about the men who served Russia in the Asian Depart
ment at St. Petersburg and in diplomatic posts in Persia, Siam, Central Asia, and 
Turkey. At their best, these men were well trained and served their country's 
interests with uncommon skill and resourcefulness. Kalmykov himself was trained 
at the School of Oriental Languages of the University of St. Petersburg. He played 
an important role in negotiating peace between Siam and the French in Indochina; 
and during the First Balkan War his personal initiative and courage helped to 
prevent a massacre of the Christian population in Uskub. 

Although Kalmykov's memoirs do not, as Firuz Kazemzadeh notes in his fore
word, "lead to the revision of our views on great historical events and figures," they 
do reveal Kalmykov to have been an intelligent and perceptive observer. While the 
information he provides about Persian, Siamese, and Balkan affairs is particularly 
valuable for today's historian, Kalmykov is also worth reading for his views on 
European and Russian figures such as Paul Doumer, Charles Hardinge, N. G. 
Hartwig, A. P. Izvolsky, S. D. Sazonov, and Maxim Gorky. Generally well informed 
and sensible, he also offers the reader flashes of insight that often deserve to be 
quoted. For example, in referring to I. L. Goremykin, he speaks of "the immortality 
of the Russian bureaucracy," and says, "I wonder who has taken his place under the 
Soviets. Russia is unthinkable without a bureaucracy, which is proliferating in the 
USSR. Probably the Goremykins will multiply also" (p. 180). 

Alexandra Kalmykow edited these memoirs of her father, who died in 1941. 
She and Yale University Press are to be praised for preparing a scholarly edition 
of these fascinating memoirs. They should be of particular interest to students of 
Asian and Balkan diplomacy and of general Russian history during the reign of 
Nicholas II. 

EDWARD C. THADEN 

University of Illinois, Chicago 

RUSSIAN POLICE TRADE UNIONISM: EXPERIMENT OR PROVOCA
TION? By Dimitry Pospielovsky. Foreword by Leonard Schapiro. London: 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, for the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, 1971. xi, 189 pp. £2.50. 

This is the first monograph in English devoted to the Zubatovshchina, the most sig
nificant attempt within the Russian government before the revolution of 1905 to 
elaborate and implement a labor policy to come to grips with the burgeoning work
ing-class movement and the challenge of revolutionary social democracy. No full-
scale Soviet study has appeared since the works of Ainzaft and Bukhbinder in 
the 1920s. 

Pospielovsky's book begins with a review of the Russian labor movement up 
to the twentieth century. The remaining chapters are devoted to the origins of 
the Zubatov movement, its leading figures, its history in Moscow, Minsk (among 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2493636 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.2307/2493636

