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1. Introduction
Coburn [1] has derived the intrinsic form of the characteristic relations,
for the steady, supersonic, three-dimensional motion of a polytropic gas.
The purpose of this paper is to obtain a generalized form of these relations
and to apply them to obtain two classes of complex-screw motions [2].
The generalized characteristic relations are derived by the use of the
substitution principle [3]. This principle has been used by Neme'nyi and
Prim [4], Hansen and Martin [5] to study the geometrical properties of
plane flows. Smith [6], [7] has studied the intrinsic properties of spatial
flows and some properties of magnetohydrodynamic flows by the use of
this principle. In this paper the equations of motion, continuity and energy
are transformed to the reduced system by the substitution principle, and
it is shown that the reduced system and the original system have the same
cone of normals.
The generalized characteristic relations are obtained by expressing the
reduced system of equations governing the flow in terms of a set of characteristic variables.
The classes of fluid motions to be studied are characterized by the fact
that the right circular helices form the normal congruence to oo1 characteristic surfaces. Two distinct classes of flows are obtained; one for which the
bicharacteristic direction is along the binormal to the characteristic curve
(normal to the characteristic surface), and the other for which bicharacteristic direction is along the radius of the cylinder. These classes of flows are
rotational. The stream lines of the first class of flows are right circular
helices; and the stream lines of the second class of flows lie on a right
circular helicoid [8].
2. Basic equations
Let xs (j = 1, 2, 3) denote a Cartesian orthogonal coordinate system
in E , a three dimensional Euclidean space, and let us denote the partial
derivative by the symbolism
3
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In E3 covariant and contravariant quantities are equivalent. However,
in order to use the summation convention, we shall write the indices in
covariant and contravariant positions. Let gH denote the fundamental
tensor of Es.
The equations governing the flow of a stationary polytropic gas,
neglecting viscosity and thermal conductivity, are
(2.1)

0,(p«') = 0,

(2.2)

pu'djtii+dfp = 0,

(2.3)

«'0,J7 = O,

(2.4)

p=

P(p)S(V),

where u} are the components of the velocity, p is the density, p is the pressure,
r\ denotes the specific entropy and
(2.5)
y being the adiabatic exponent. For a polytropic gas the equation of motion
(2.2) can be written [9]
(2.6)

ypu'd^+d.ipc^) = 0.

Here, c is the local sound speed defined by

In addition we shall use as the energy relation, the Bernoulli equation

where u is the magnitude of the velocity. The above condition is equivalent
to the fact that the entropy remains constant along the stream line.
By definition, the characteristic manifolds of the system (2.1), (2.6)
and (2.8) are the surfaces along which the discontinuities of the derivatives
djp, djC, djUk can occur. By eliminating p between (2.1) and (2.6) and then
eliminating 8jC2 in the resulting equation by use of (2.8), we obtain the
following relation
(2.9)

(M'M*-cV*)c>3.Mfc = 0.

For supersonic flows it can be shown that the above equation is hyperbolic.
If
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(2.10)

a* = w'w*—c2g«,
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then the characteristic manifolds of (2.9) are determined by the cone
(2.11)

«'*»,»,. = 0,

where «,- is the unit vector along the normal to one of the characteristic
surfaces [10]. From the theory of the characteristic manifolds it is known
that for supersonic flows, the velocity vector lies along the axis of the
normal cone and is given by [1]
uj = cn'+W,

(2.12)

where t' is a unit vector along the bicharacteristic curves, b and c are positive,
and
(2.13)
3. The characteristic manifolds of the substitute flow
Using the substitution principle [3], we can define new velocity components u%, density />*, entropy r]% by
(3.1)

«x«i = u\

P*

= v?P,

a being a scalar function remaining constant along a stream line, that is,
(3.2)

uidix = 0,

<x^0.

The pressure remains invariant under this transformation. The equations
(2.1), (2.6) and (2.8) of the flow F by virtue of (3.1), now become
(3.3)

^0>*<) = 0,

(3-4)

VP*»*di*n+h{p*>?*) = 0,

(3.5)

«;a,(-f*- + !

v

'
* 3\y-l
22/
Here u* is the magnitude of the reduced velocity u\ and c# is the reduced
sound speed defined by
(3.6)

c =

OLC* .

The substitute flow F* given by the equation (3.3) —(3.5) has the same
stream line as the original flow F. If F* is irrotational, F in general is
rotational. If M and M* denote the Mach numbers of the two flows, we
find from the first equation of (3.1) and (3.6) that
(3.7)

M = — = ^± = M*.
c
c
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Therefore the Mach number remains invariant under the substitution
principle [3].
To obtain the generalized characteristic relations, we define the
generalized characteristic manifolds of F*-system (3.3) —(3.5), to be those
surfaces along which the discontinuities of the derivatives of c^p*, d,c*,
djU^h can occur. By eliminating p* between (3.3) and (3.4) and then by
eliminating d,c| in the resulting equation by use of (3.5) we obtain

(3.8)

(«i«i-clg w )3,«« = 0-

If the symmetric tensor a* is defined by

(3.9)

< = u^ul-cle,

then the characteristic manifolds of (3.8) are determined by the cone
(3.10)

4* »**«•* = 0,

where n^ is the unit vector along the normal to one of the generalized
characteristic surfaces. Since (3.8) reduces to (2.9) by virtue of the first
equation of (3.1), the equation (3.8) is also hyperbolic. The velocity u% lies
along the axis of the normal cone and is given by

Here tfj, is a unit vector along the bicharacteristic curves of the equation
(3.8), b* is positive and
(3.12)

6J = **•—cj.

Let us now compare the geometric properties of the characteristic systems
F and F+. From (3.9), (3.6), the first equation of (3.1) and (2.10), we find
that
(3.13)

a'* = a2 4*,

and from (3.10) and (3.13),

(3.14)

aikntjntl. = 0.

From (2.11) and (3.14) we see that »* lies on the characteristic cone of
the system F. From (2.12), (3.11), and the first equation of (3.1), we find
that
(3.15)

«* = c

Since n% lies on the characteristic cone of F, we may take
(3.i6)

» ; = „',

and (3.15), (3.16) and (2.12) now imply that
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*' = £ .

Therefore, the bicharacteristic curves of JF and F* coincide. Hence we have
the theorem: The substitute flow has the same cone of normals, characteristic
manifolds and bicharacteristic curves as the original flow.

4. The generalized characteristic relations
Since the characteristic manifolds and bicharacteristic curves of the
two flows F and i7* coincide, let n' denote the unit vector along the normal
to the characteristic manifolds and P be the unit vector along the bicharacteristic curves. Let s' denote a unit vector which is orthogonal to both
P and n\ so that s\ P and n' form an ordered orthogonal right handed triple
at each point. The curvature vector of the w3' congruence will be denoted by
v', the curvature vector of s' congruence will be denoted by a' and the
curvature vector of P congruence will be denoted by r' so that
8nk

8sk

dtk

Here 8\8n denotes the directional derivative operator along nj, d/8s denotes
the directional operator along s' and 8\8t denotes the directional derivative
operator along P.
Following Coburn [1] we shall express the basic relation (3.8) in terms
of the characteristic variables. In (3.8) we substitute for wj, from (3.11) and
decompose g'k in the form
Ptk-\-nink-\-sisk,

g« =
and get

(4.2)

ctbt (jf +8-j£)+(«l-2c«) ^ +clbmtt(*+o*)-<*& = 0.

Here ffl is the mean curvature of the characteristic manifolds given by
(4.3)

M

Qtj being the second fundamental tensor of the characteristic manifolds.
The relation (4.2) is the desired intrinsic form of the basic relation (3.8).
To express intrinsic conditions for rotational (or irrotational) motion
in terms of characteristic variables, we shall consider the following Bernoulli
equation, which is the consequence of (2.2), (2.3) and (2.4)
(4.4)
where a is the ultimate velocity magnitude and
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dx

y
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y-D/y

The equation (4.4) by use of (3.1) becomes

where a* is the ultimate velocity magnitude in the reduced system.
If em denotes the permutation tensor, then the vorticity vector w' is
defined by
(4.7)

wi =

em8juk.

Substitution for uk in the above equation from the first relation of (3.1),
(4.7) yields
(4.8)

w* = aze^ + e ^ ^ a ) ^ ,

where ze>jj, is the vorticity vector of the flow F%. The Lamb vector
(4.9)

X* =

e'KUjWz

transforms to
(4.10)

Ai = A«+«»a < (lna),

where A* is the Lamb vector in the ,F*-system. For a complex-screw
motion, that is, if the flow has u\. parallel to w\, then A^. is zero and the
above relation becomes
(4.11)

Ai = « a a 4 (Ina).

In terms of the Lamb vector, the equations of motion (2.2), by use of
(3.1) and (3.2) can be written in the form

(4.12)

2A* i +3X+( a «-«4) g- d,p = 0.

For a complex-screw motion admitting a constant Bernoulli function
a+, the equation (4.12) implies
(4.13)

al-ul = Dg

where D is an arbitrary constant. Substituting this result in (4.6) we find
that the motion is isentropic in the i7*-system. In the F-system (4.13)
implies
(4.14)

u2 = a 2 (4-J/><
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where A and a* are constants. Since 1% and u\ are orthogonal, multiplying
(4.12) by the right hand side of (3.15), we obtain

To express (4.12) in the intrinsic form, we take the scalar product of
this relation with t\ n{ and s' and follow a method very similar to that of
Coburn [1] to get

(4.18) ^
OS

+ («$-««.) £
g

Evidently (4.17) is a consequence of (4.15) and (4.16). The equations (4.15),
(4.16), (4.18) and (4.2) are the desired intrinsic form of the generalized characteristic relations. If a = 1, the equations (4.2) and (4.15) reduce immediately to two of the characteristic relations derived by Coburn [1].
The relations (4.16) —(4.18) can be expressed in terms of entropy and
enthalpy in the case when a = 1, and therefore these relations also reduce
to the characteristic relations derived by Coburn [1].

5. A class of space flows
Here we shall consider the case that the normals to the characteristic
curves n* are along a family of circular helices, and the bicharacteristic
curves are along the binormal direction of the n' congruence and s> along
the principal normal direction of the n> congruence.
We introduce the cylindrical coordinates, r, 6, z and write
(5.1)

nt = dt sin /S+z,- cos /?
st = -rt
t{ = — 6{ cos /S+Zi sin /?

where 0, and zt are unit vectors along the increasing 6 and z direction respectively, and ri is the unit vector along the radius of the cylinder; /S is
the angle of the helices and is in general a function of r.
Since helices form a congruence of parallel curves on the cylinder,
M = d^n* = 0, [11]. We are assuming that there exist oo1 family of surfaces
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orthogonal to the congruence n{. This condition implies that
which can be written in the form
, dn
dn
tk— k — s*—k = 0.
OS

k

Ot

k

Substituting for t , n and s* from (5.1) into the above equation we find that
dB
dr

sin 8 cos 8
r

or, on integration,
cot B = r/£

(5.2)

where £ is a constant. We also find that
sin2 8
vk =
rk,
<rk = 0,
rk=
*
r
*
*
*
(5.3)
QjktHk = dtnktnk = 0,
M = 0,

.,.

0,

sin^cos/S

cos2 B
rkk,
r

2|

Bs

When these are substituted into (4.2), (4.15), (4.16) and (4.18), the latter
become

(5 8)

-

(c-1+b-1)"-+«-"•»Uc'l+K^)p="•

(5.10) ^ + («•-«•) g-dfr = 2«, ^* - I (62cos2 /J+4 sin
in2
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where 8/8n and 8\8t are given by (5.4) and (5.6). From (3.11) and (5.1) the
stream lines are given by the equations
dr
0

rdd
c* sin p+b+ cos B

dz
— c* cos 8+b* sin 8

Therefore the stream lines lie on the cylinders, sin 8 and cos B in the equations (5.7) —(5.10) are given by (5.2). As r changes from zero to infinity,
f} changes from n/2 to zero.
In particular, if the flow is complex — screw and if u% is a function of
r only, then the equations (5.7) —(5.9) are identically satisfied and (5.10)
reduces to

{b 2ni i2 ?)2b

ty

=o>

which from (5.2) becomes

(5 n)

u d

* ir = , W ) ['b*-^

-

and the pressure is given by (4.14). A number of flows can be found to
satisfy the above equation. The velocity vector, from (3.11) and (5.1) can be
written
(5.12)

«; = (x* sin £+&* cos /?) 0<+ {b* sin /?—c* cos p)z*.

Since

K = ««*^««
the vorticity vector a£ by use of (3.11) and (5.1) becomes
cos2 /3
-

•

*

)

c

o

s

"

db*\

1 „

-

/^*

cos2 A

"1 .

Let us now transform u\, c*, w# to the F-system. Since a is constant along
the stream line, it satisfies
n/? 8

1

Te

+cos 8\

+b/

cosp 8

P JZ) * {--/re

.

+sin d\l

* FJJ a = a

The velocity components of the flow F are
M1' = ecu*
where a is given by (5.14) and wj, are given by (5.12). The vorticity vector
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w* is given by (4.8), (5.13) and (5.14). The class of flows are rotational.
In particular if 6* = c* and a* is a constant, we find from (5.11) and
(5.12) that
f
2
(5.15)
u% = 2Ar exp
tan" 1 ^/
and

where A is a constant. The pressure is given by (4.14). From (5.14) a now
satisfies the equation

i a

+

8\

a

_

7 ae W ~ '
the solution of which is
(5.16)

a. = f(z—6r).

In the F-system the components of velocity are given by

where c* is given by (5.15) and a by (5.16). From (4.14) and (5.15) the
pressure is given by
(5.17)

p<y-vir =

ul-a%.

The entropy in the F-system now becomes
(5.18)

S{v)=-St,
a2

where S* is a constant. In (5.17) and (5.18) «„ and a are given by (5.15)
and (5.16) respectively. For a polytropic gas, the equations of motion and
continuity assume the form
= 0,

Transforming the above equations into polar coordinates, we find that the
above components of velocity and the above pressure and entropy satisfy
the transformed equations. From (5.13) the vorticity vector can be obtained.
Other classes of flows can be obtained by assigning appropriate functions to either b* and c+ in the equation (5.11).
Now let us consider the case when t', the bicharacteristic direction,
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is along r3' the radius of the cylinder, so that n', t' and s1 form a right-handed
triple at each point. That is, let
n{ = 0j sin f}+zt cos y3
(5.18)

tt =

-r{

s{ = —0t cos /8+z,- sin /?.
We find the following relations hold:
"* =

sin" P

r

r

o,

t* = 8j

(5.19)

cos2/3

o,

k

i le

ns {

1 =0,

and

a
a«
a
a*
a

(5.20)

(5.21)

a.s

sin
r

P8
86

+

az

8

Jr'

a

cos (S
r

a

By virtue of the above relations, (4.2), (4.15), (4.16), and (4.18) now reduce
respectively to

(

8c*
ill j
8r

8o±\
Z\
8n)

«

ttfi

« 8b*
_|_/-2 h
8r

9/-2 \

rt

(5.25) (4_ M |)^g = 0
where 8\8n and a/3s are given by the relations (5.20) and (5.21). The last
result shows that the pressure does not vary along the ss direction. From
(3.11) and (5.18) the differential equations of the streamlines are
(5.26)

_ ^
b

sin /3

c* cos

In this case also sin/3 and cos/3 are given by (5.2). As r changes from
zero to infinity /? changes from n/2 to zero.
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In particular, if the flow is complex-screw and if w* is a function of
r only, then the equations (5.23) and (5.25) are identically satisfied, and
(5.22) and (5.24) become

(5.27)
(5.28)

<:„&„ ^

-(«i-2c«) ^

+ I 4 6 , = 0,

in 2
sin

c* dr

r

Substituting for sin @ from (5.2) into the above equation, we find that
t2_|_~2

4 = B2 1 ± _ ,

(5.29)

5 being an arbitrary constant. Eliminating (dc^/dr) from (5.27) and (5.28)
we get
ill
\ 1 db*
1
2
-5- — 1 — - — = —COS /?.

\4

/ b* dr

r

Substituting for cos /? from (5.2) and for c* from (5.29) we find the above
result becomes
>* dr

r

the solution of which is
(5.30)

b* = B — .

From (3.11), (3.12), (5.18), and (5.28) the velocity and its magnitude are
given by

and

From (5.2), (5.26), (5.29) and (5.30) the differential equations of the
stream lines are
dr

—rd6

—dz

These equations can be integrated. The stream lines lie on the spiral surface
z = rd -f- constant.
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The Mach number, M, of the flow is given by
M

c%
Thus M decreases as r increases and it approaches 1 as r approaches infinity.
The vorticity vector w\ reduces to zero in this case and therefore the motion
is irrotational.
In the /""-system the components of velocity are given by
(5.31)

u* = OM%

where, a now satisfies the equation
I

8
8

88

r 8\

The solution of the above equation is
(5.32)

* = v(r+0, &+&*),

y> is an arbitrary function. The vorticity vector in the F-system is given by
(4.8), (5.30) and (5.31). We find that the motion is rotational. The pressure,
the components of velocity and entropy in the F-system are

a.B
u* = —
r

where a%, S#, B, | are constants and a is given by (5.32). It can be verified
that these results satisfy the equations of motion and continuity in polar
coordinates identically.
Both classes of flows are non-isentropic in the F-system.
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