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lenge facing the world. This includes flaws
in the conduct of elections, raising issues of
transparency, accountability, accuracy, and
ethical standards. Problems of integrity can
influence all stages of the electoral process,
fromvoting procedures, boundary delimita-
tion, voter education and registration, party/
candidate registration, campaigns, media,
financing, voting, and vote counting to the
declaration of the results. A growing body
of research by scholars and policy analysts is
starting to conceptualize the notion of ethical
standards of electoral integrity and to exam-
ine techniques commonly used to manipulate
electoral processes. Little is known, however,
about the consequences of these practices
for citizen activism and voting behavior, for
feelings of political legitimacy, and thus for
democracy.

The workshop is cosponsored by Inter-
national IDEA, RC17 Comparative Public
Opinion, and the Comparative Study of Elec-
toral Systems (CSES).

Information about the workshop theme s
available at http://www.IPSA-ECP.com.

Institute for
Constitutional
History Robert
H. Smith

Seminar

T he Institute for Constitutional His-
tory, the nation’s premier institute
dedicated to ensuring that future
generations of Americans understand the
substance and historical development of
the Y.S. Constitution, introduces the Rob-
ert H. Smith Seminar for fall 2011. This
seminar will examine the ways in which the
Constitution and constitutional law have
drawn upon international ideas, incorpo-
rated international law into our domestic
legal order, and responded to international
legal/political issues. These engagements
and entanglements with the larger world
have played a widely underappreciated
role in the making and the development
of constitutional law. Class discussions
will also include occasional international
comparisons. The seminar will proceed by
case studies, including the Revolution and

the eighteenth-century Constitution, slav-
ery and the Constitution, the Civil War, the
War of 1898 and imperialism, and the con-
stitutional issues raised by the League of
Nations and the United Nations. Readings
will include both legal texts and relevant
general historical texts, as well as relevant
historiography.

The seminar is designed for graduate stu-
dents and junior faculty in history, political
science, law, and related disciplines. Although
the Institute cannot offer academic credit
directly for the seminar, students may be able
to earn graduate credit through their home
departments by completing an independent
research project in conjunction with the semi-
nar. There is no tuition or other charge for
this seminar, though participants will be
expected to acquire the assigned books on
their own. Modest assistance with travel
expenses from outside the New York metro-
politan area will be available. Space is limited,
so applicants should send a copy of their c.v.
and a short statement on how this seminar
will be useful to them in their research, teach-
ing, or professional development. Materials
will be accepted only by e-mail at MMar-
cus@nyhistory.org until September 1, 2011.
Successful applicants will be notified soon
thereafter. For further information, please
contact Maeva Marcus at (202) 994-6562 or
send an email to MMarcus@nyhistory.org.
Further information is available at https://
www.nyhistory.org/ich/events.htmm
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