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Cover picture (s Paul Tozer)

The physical appearance of the Journal and its predecessors The Asylum Journal and

The Journal of Mental Science has undergone a process of almost continuous

evolutionary change. Like haircuts and the width of trouser flares each new format

has defined the spirit and character of the Journal for its own moment in time and

nothing dates so fast as Fashion. But the content of what is published is sometimes

timeless. More articles are now accessed electronically than through physical

contact with the Journal and all papers published since 1963 are already available

online. In the coming months it should be possible to download everything published

in the Journal and its parent publications since the mid-19th century. Our image of

battered and dusty back numbers, ranged untidily but sequentially on a crowded

library shelf, salutes the disappearing but richly multi-sensory experience of seeking

and reading the printed page.
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