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Front cover: This illustration from the Smithfield Decretals shows Pope Gregory IX, accompanied by cardinals and clerics, 
organizing the distribution of copies of this work of legal study. As described in Yanchen Liu’s article, Pope Gregory IX 

was the first pope to appoint as papal judges-delegate the “inquisitors of heretical depravity” to prosecute heretics. French 
artist, ‘Pope and cardinals,’ from Decretals of Gregory IX with gloss of Bernard of Parma (the ‘Smithfield Decretals’), 

manuscript, c. 1340, Southern France, probably Toulouse; Held by British Library, Royal MS 10 E IV, fol. 4r. 
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