
7o NOTES AND NEWS

An Introduction to International Co-operation. Africans wishing to come to the Institute
should be in possession of bursaries either from their own country or from national or
international foundations. Further information may be obtained from The Director,
Geneva-Africa Institute, 2-4 route de Drize, Geneva, Switzerland.

Unesco Conference on the Development of Education in Africa
A CONFERENCE on the development of education in Africa was held at Addis Ababa from
15 to 2 5 May and was attended by representatives from thirty-nine participating States
and territories. The conference was inaugurated by His Imperial Majesty the Emperor
of Ethiopia, Mr. Vittorino Veronese, the Director-General of Unesco, and Mr. Stein
Rossen, the officer in charge of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA). The Minister
of Education of Ghana, Mr. A. Duwoona Hammond, was elected president of the con-
ference.

The educational needs of the African States in relation to the economic and social develop-
ment of the region were defined as follows: (a) finance for school construction, for
non-African teachers and for providing scholarships for Africans to study abroad; (b) equip-
ment and books for secondary, general, technical, and agricultural schools; (*•) teacher-
training institutions to produce primary teachers, and expatriate teachers for these and for
expanded second-level programmes; {d) revision of the scope of education and of the
content of textbooks in terms of the changing structure of existing economies and of the
social and cultural conditions of Africa; (e) education of girls; (/) higher education to
meet the urgent need for high-level manpower; (g) adult education to eradicate illiteracy
(it is estimated that there are about 100 million illiterates); (h) planning of educational
expansion both in quantity and quality.

Among its recommendations the conference urged that the content of education should
be related to the economic needs and cultures of Africa, greater weight being given to
science and its application, and that in Africa, at its present stage of development, the
highest priority in education should be accorded to ensuring that an adequate proportion
of the population acquires at secondary and post-secondary levels the kinds of skills needed
for economic development. The conference also recommended that programmes of study
and research should be undertaken by Unesco, ECA, and Member States, as appropriate,
on the following relationships between different patterns of development and manpower:
timing and balance between educational and economic development, priorities within a
balanced educational system; economic and social returns to be derived from investment
in education; the problems faced by education in transition from a subsistence to a monetary
economy; the technology of teaching, and the need to establish institutes in Africa for
development and research in education.

National Pedagogical Institute in Leopoldville
A NATIONAL Pedagogical Institute for the training of teachers in secondary and higher
education has recently been opened in Leopoldville. The building and grounds of the
Institute, at Gelo Binza on the outskirts of the town, have been provided by the Congolese
Government, and Unesco has supplied staff and equipment.

The Institute offers a two-year course for training teachers for the first two or three years
of secondary education. It will also provide a shorter, accelerated course for selected primary
school teachers who would qualify to teach in the first and possibly second grades of
secondary schools. Training courses for primary school inspectors, seminars and work-
shops for educational administrators and specialists, will also be organized. The Institute
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