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field naturalist may be surprised to find the author stressing the apparently obvious
connection between behaviour and ecology, until further reading makes it clear just
how much of behavioural research is divorced from the realities of natural environ-
ment. Dr Ewer draws her examples from all groups of mammals, and is at pains to
emphasise the existence, and indeed the necessity, of an extensive and complex basis
of innate behaviour patterns as a prerequisite for the learning ability that so charac-
terises the mammals.

GORDON B. CORBET

The Changing Flora and Fauna of Britain, edited by D. L. Hawksworth.
Academic Press for the Systematics Association, £9.20

The last two decades have probably witnessed the most intensive period of activity
in the study of the taxonomy and distribution of our flora and fauna since the
closing years of the last century. The origins of this resurgence of interest in the more
'traditional' areas of field ecology can be attributed on one hand to concern over
the impacts of a rapidly changing countryside and new forms of pollution, and on
the other to the impetus of the introduction by the Biological Records Centre at
Monk's Wood of mechanical data storage and retrieval techniques. Nine of the
contributors to the present Symposium illustrated distributions by means of the
BRC's standard 10 km x 10 km dot maps.

Twenty taxonomic groups are reviewed from micro-fungi to arthropod parasites
of man. Some of the material, for example on vertebrates will already be familiar,
but much of the information on other groups has never before been collated. Oryx
readers will especially welcome the chapters on freshwater fish by Wheeler and
amphibians and reptiles by Prestt, Cooke and Corbett. The symposium lends sup-
port to the generally accepted view that many species of a broad range of taxonomic
groups have suffered serious declines in the last 50 years while some are known to
have become extinct. However, the story is not all gloom and additions to the fauna
seem to be more than making up for the losses. 'More species (birds) are now breed-
ing regularly in Britain and Ireland than at any time since ornithological recording
began'.

Perhaps the book's most valuable feature is the analysis of the reasons for recent
changes in status. The problems of sorting out effects due to natural causes, such as
climatic changes, and those caused more directly by our own activities, for example
damage to habitat and pollution, are not always easy. However, it is accepted that
many taxonomic groups are sensitive indicators of environmental change and indeed
this fact now provides one of the most potent arguments supporting the case for
wildlife conservation.

The organisers hoped that the symposium would increase the awareness of
specialist taxonomists to changes in groups of organisms other than their own and
the causes for these. This has certainly been achieved and more. Conservationists
and all concerned with the management of our countryside now have a uniquely
valuable account of the present status of the British flora and fauna.

D. T. STREETER

Freshwater Life, by John Clegg. Warne, £6.00

The appearance of the fourth edition of this book first published 25 years ago under-
lines its success. The author has taken the opportunity to extend and revise the text
to include recent advances in freshwater biology and to accommodate changes in
the approach to the study of the subject. The book continues to give a comprehensive
description of the biology of the major plant and animal groups and of selected
species. It also includes chapters on freshwater ecology, the biological aspects of
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